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(lass ring design under review

Committee to release official model later this month

Andrea Torres
THE RIDER

With graduation less than
three months away, seniors
are preparing to purchase their
commencement cap and gown,
and starting this semester, they
can also buy the first UTRGV
class ring.

“Definitely something that

looks very well-done,” said
Saire Moreno, a graphic design
senior, about what she wants
the ring to look like. “Definitely
want for it to represent what I
did in college.”

As previously reported by The
Rider, the UTRGV Official Ring
Committee received more than
800 responses from a survey

asking for input on the ring
design, which was administered
on Feb. 5 by the Office of the
Executive Vice President of
Finance and Administration.
The survey was available
until Feb. 19 and more than 70
percent of respondents were
students, said Letty Benavides,

See RING, Page 10
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New tennis coaches

Sonia Hahn and Dann Nelson
join UTRGV Athletics

>> Page 9

Campus expansion

School to purchase 3.603 acres
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Is campus carry
still an issue?

MicHELLE EsPINOZA/ THE RIDER

Lily Villarreal aims at a silhouette target with her .38-caliber revolver Wednesday night at the South Texas Tactical
shooting range, located at 2100 Village Center Blvd. in Brownsville.

Monika Garza
THE RIDER

nthropology freshman
Kathia Rodriguez said
he is nervous about

the campus carry law, which
took effect Aug. 1 throughout
university campuses in Texas.
“I am not really good with
having guns near me and since

they are concealed, I am more
nervous,” Rodriguez said.
Senate Bill 11 states that
a license holder may carry a
concealed handgun on the
campus of an institution of
higher education or private
or independent institution of
higher education in the state.
To obtain a license, applicants

must complete a course, said
UTRGV Police Chief Raul
Munguia.

“As far as applying for
license, you do that through
DPS,” Munguia said. “You will
end up having to take a safety
course and then, you are going
to demonstrate your proficiency

See CARRY, Page 10

FAFSA

Nubia Reyna
THE RIDER

The 2017-2018 Free
Application for Federal

Student Aid (FAFSA) already is
available, three months earlier
than in previous years.

Additionally, students will
use the 2015 income and tax
information to fill out the
application,  according to
fafsa.ed.gov. For example, on
the 2017-2018 application, a
student will report the 2015
income and tax information,
rather than information from
2016.

The application
available on Saturday.

See FAFSA, Page 2
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Musk: on
Mars by 2024

Nubia Reyna
THE RIDER

SpaceX CEO Elon Musk plans
on colonizing Mars by 2024 and
making humans a “multi-planet
species.”

Musk spoke in front of an
audience of more than 3,000
people at the International
Astronautical  Congress in
Guadalajara, = Mexico, last
Tuesday. The address was live
streamed.

“What I really want to try to
achieve here is to make Mars
seem possible, make it seem as
though it’s something we can do
in our lifetimes,” Musk said.

The first spaceship to Mars,
which is nearly 34 million miles
from Earth, has not yet been
finalized. The spaceship will
have a diameter of 17 meters, or
55.77 feet. The ship will have a
powerful rocket booster, which
will separate from the craft and
land back on Earth.

“Once that transport system is
built, then there’s a tremendous
opportunity for anyone who
wants to go to Mars and create
something new or build the new

ELoN Musk

foundations of a new planet,”
Musk said.

The Interplanetary Transport
System rocket booster would be
taller, wider and three times
more powerful than the Saturn
V rocket, which transported
astronauts to the moon. Each
booster rocket would use 42 of
SpaceX’s Raptor rocket engines,
and the passenger spaceship
will only have nine raptors.

“It’s quite big. ... I think in the
long term, the ships will be even
bigger than this,” Musk said.

Once the booster lands, it
will gear up for its next launch
of a propellant tank. Then, the
tank is going to dock with the
spaceship in orbit filling it up
with the gas needed to go to
Mars. Musk said it will take
three to four propellants to fill
the tank with the gas needed to
go to Mars.

In order to be a self-

See SPACEX, Page 11
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today

Resilient Leader Session

The Student Leadership Academy
will conduct a self-paced leadership
development program from 4-5:30 p.m.
in the Student Union Palmetto Room on
the Edinburg campus. Admission is free.
For more information, call 665-2660.
Tuesday

Optometry Career

The Pre-Optometry Society will
discuss optometry, how to apply for
optometry school, fundraising and
volunteering ideas from 9:45 to 10:30
a.m. in Science Building Room 2.342 on
the Edinburg campus. All students are
welcome. Snacks will be provided.
Emerging Leaders Session

The Student Leadership Academy
will host a class that challenges students
to talk about their morals and values to
ensure they are contributing a positive
change in their community from 12:30 to
1:30 p.m. in the Student Union Palmetto
Room on the Edinburg campus. For
more information, call 665-2660.
Festival Dance Practice

The Chinese Language and Culture
Association invites the campus
community tojoin the group asit prepares
for the Mid-Autumn Festival dance
performance from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday in the University
Recreational Center on the Edinburg
campus. Participants are encouraged to
bring their own bottled water. For more
information, call 665-2660.
Distinguished Speaker Series

Albert Manero, an engineering
innovator, executive director and founder
of Limbitless Solutions, which helps
disabled youth by manufacturing and
distributing  3D-printing  prosthetic
limbs, will speak at 7 p.m. in the UTRGV
Performing Arts Center in Edinburg.
Admission is free with a UTRGV ID.
For more information, call Student
Involvement at 665-2660.

Fish and Chips

The Catholic Campus Ministry
invites UTRGV students to lunch at the
Edinburg Chapel Lawn from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. For more information, call
383-0133.

Wednesday

Fall Career Expo

The Career Center will host a Fall
Career Expo from 10 am. to 2 p.m.
in the Student Union’s Gran Salon
on the Brownsville campus. Dress
professionally and bring your résumé.
Student ID is required for registration.
For more information, call 665-2243.
Breakfast to Go

The Baptist Student Ministry will
provide refreshments to students from 8
t0 9:30 a.m. at the Main East Front Lawn
in Edinburg.

Thursday

Blitz Thursdays Chess Tournament
The Chess Club will host a rated U.S.
Chess Federation tournament from
4:30 to 8 p.m. in Student Academic
Center 1.112A. Beginners are welcome.
No membership is required and members
will teach you how to play. For more
information, call (932) 908-5462.
Student/Employer Social

The Career Center will host a social
where students can meet potential
employers from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Student
Union Commons in Edinburg. Snacks
and drinks will be provided. For more
information, call 665-2243.

Friday
U.S. Navy SeaPerch Challenge
Hispanic Engineering, Science

and Technology Week will present
the U.S. Navy SeaPerch Challenge
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Harlingen
Consolidated  Independent  School
District’s Aquatics Center, located at
315 N. 77 Sunshine Strip. For more
information, call 665-3361.

Fall Career Expo

The Career Center will host the Fall
Career Expo from 10-3 p.m. in the
Fieldhouse on the Edinburg campus.
Dress professionally and bring your
résumé. Student ID is required for
registration. For more information, call
665-2243.

Saturday

Community Day

Hispanic Engineering, Science and
Technology Week will conclude with
Community Day from 3:45t09:30 p.m.
on the Edinburg campus. The free event
will feature concerts, speakers, hands-

on science activities and much more.
Food will be sold by university student
organizations. For more information,
call 665-3361.

Chess Tournament

The Chess Club will host a scholastic/
open chess tournament from 7 a.m. to 5
p-m. in the Student Academic Center on
the Edinburg campus. The event is open
to players from kindergarten through
12th grade. An open section for non-
scholastic players will also be available.
For more information, call (932) 908-

462.

feague of Legends Tournament

The eSport Association will host a
uLoL 1v1 tournament from noon to 5
p-m.in Life and Health Sciences Building
1.402 on the Brownsville campus. The
tournament will be run through Battlefly.
Check-in time is 11:30 a.m. and the entry
fee is $5. Competitors must register
through uLoL to compete: http://ulol.
na.leagueoflegends.com/. Prizes will
be awarded. For more information, call

639-5913.

Food Sales

Pizza and drinks

The Japanese Animation Club
will sell pizza and drinks in the Health
Affairs Building West Gazebo from 11:30
am. to 12:30 p.m. Tuesday For more
information, call 371-3306.

Hotdogs

The Student Association for Medical
Spanish will sell hotdog combos from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday in the front
lawn of the Mathematics and General
Classroom building in Edinburg. They
will also have chili and cheese, drinks
and chips.

Shaved Ice/Rasnas

The Collegiate  Entrepreneurs’
Organization will sell Kona Ice from
11 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Wednesday in the
University City Ballroom lawn on the
Edinburg campus.

Pizza

The Rehab Club will sell pizza in the
front lawn of the Mathematics and
General Classroom building from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday

The Health Occupations Students of
America will sell pizza from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Thursday in the Library CTY B.
--Compiled by Brenda Garza

POLICE REPORTS

The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between Sept. 19 and 25.

Sept. 19

8:17 a.m.: A student reported that
another student came up to her in a
parking lot on the Edinburg campus and
told her that her boyfriend was no good.
The student said she was not sure how
the other student was able to find her.
11:03 a.m.: Two students and a UTRGV
professor reported that two clarinets
were missing from the instrument
lockers at the Texas Southmost College
Arts Center. The clarinets were last seen
on Sept. 16 and have a combined value
of $4,000.

4:38 p.m.: A student reported his ex-
girlfriend used a mutual friend’s phone
in order to contact him. He hung up
the phone as soon as he realized it was
his ex-girlfriend. A second call was
received from the same number, but the
student refrained from answering it. He
later received a lengthy voice recording

from his ex-girlfriend, which she sent
from their mutual friend’s social media
account. The student said he does not
want to press charges against his ex, but
wants the incident to be documented.
Sept. 22

6:26 p.m.: A student riding his bicycle
was accidentally struck by a vehicle. The
driver stopped and rendered aid. The
student was transported to Rio Grande
24 Hour Emergency Care for further
evaluation.

Sept. 23

11:52 a.m.: A disabled veteran
confronted a staff member who has
been parking in a handicapped parking
space without a permit. At a later time,
she called dispatch to report the staff
member. The student said the staff
member should be required to register
her vehicle just like everybody else.
Sept. 24

7:31 a.m.: Near the Math and General
Classroom building, an officer saw a
woman walking barefoot, stumbling and
swaying. Upon further investigation, it
was determined that she was intoxicated
with narcotics. She was given an
opportunity to call an adult, but was
uncooperative and refused. The woman
was placed under arrest and transported
to Edinburg Municipal Jail.

Sept. 25

2:47 a.m.: An officer stopped a driver
not having a license plate light. The
officer detected an odor of marijuana in
the vehicle. The driver was taken out of
the vehicle and a search was conducted.
A glass pipe and grinder were found. The
driver was cited for possession of drug
paraphernalia.

-- Compiled by Megan Gonzalez

FAFSA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The changes were made because, in
the past, even though students were
encouraged to complete the FAFSA
as early as possible, it was hard to do
so because the application would not
become available until January and
the income information that they had
to provide was from the current year,
which most of them were barely going to
complete in February, said Jael Garcia,
UTRGV’s associate director of financial
aid operations and community liaison.

“The reason it changed is basically
because there was a disconnect when
the taxes became available and when
the FAFSA became available. ... Now, it

is using the income information from a
prior year,” Garcia said.

Because the FAFSA will ask for older
income tax and information, students
will already have done their tax returns
by the time they fill out the FAFSA, the
fafsa.edu.gov states.

“It should benefit the students because
now they really can do their FAFSA a lot
earlier,” Garcia said.

Students are going to be able to use
IRS data retrieval, which on the FAFSA,
allows them to input information directly
from their tax return into the application,
she said.

“If the income changes, let’s say that
the income for 2016 is significantly
lower than the income for 2015, in that
case, in the financial aid administration,

there has always been an opportunity to
where students and families can talk to a
financial aid adviser and then based on
the information, the financial aid adviser
can make a change to the FAFSA,” Garcia
said.

She encourages students to try to
complete the FAFSA as soon as possible.

“With the financial aid process,
completing the FAFSA is not the end
of the process, it is only the beginning,
meaning that many times students have
to submit additional documentation, and
so then the process can become quite
lengthy,” Garcia said.

The earlier students start the process,
the more time they will have to take care
of anything that they need to take care
after the FAFSA, she said.
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Have you been kind today?

World Smil

SARAH CARVAJAL/ THE RIDER PHOTOS

“I like to smile because I have a
lot of blessings in my life and it
just makes me really happy.”
Paloma Flores, pre-dental
biology junior

Brenda Garza
THE RIDER

Harvey Ball, an American
commercial artist from Worces-
ter, Mass., created the world’s
first smiley face in 1963 and
on Friday, millions around
the world will celebrate World
Smile Day because of his devo-
tion to help people have a nice
day.

His smiley face creation
brought happiness and good
cheer to many people around
the world and in 1999, the first
ever World Smile Day was in-
troduced, according to world-
smileday.com.

Since then, every first Friday
in October, World Smile Day is
celebrated in Ball’'s hometown
and around the world. The
World Smile Day message is to
do an act of kindness and help
at least one person smile.

However, Ball only intro-
duced the concept after he
believed that his image was
losing its identity and symbol-
ism through over-commercial-

“Well when you see some, and
it’s just them and you, and they
smile at you, it kind of brightens
your day, so that’s why I smile.”
Andres Cervantes, mass
communication junior

ization. Concerned, the idea
emerged to have an annual
celebration to promote acts of
kindness.

The smiley face creator
thought that every single per-
son in the world should devote
a day out of the

“I like to smile because I'm grate-
ful for the life that’s been given to
me today; and life’s too short to
not smile every day.”

Joshua Patifio, pre-medical
biology senior

raise $1,440,” said Lesley Ro-
bles, co-founder and president
of UTRGV’s Operation Smile
club. “The club’s main goal was
to raise enough funds to cover
six surgeries.”

This semester, the organiza-

“What makes me smile would
happen to be my dad for all the
sacrifices he has made from
raising two kids on his own. He
always seems to ask me about
my day and reminds me to be the
person I am.”

Amber Huizar, pre-dental
biology junior

children who are about to go
into surgery and are used by the
doctors to explain the proce-
dure,” Robles said.

Lilly Villarreal, a pre-medical
biology sophomore, attended
the event and spoke about living

with cleft lip.

year to make
people
and do acts of
kindness.

“The smiley in Texas.

face knows no

politics, no ge- SPring semester and helped raise $1,440.

ography and no

religion,”  the

website states.
Operation

Lesley Robles
Operation Smile Club President

Villarreal’s

mk & G At UTRGY, the Operation Smile club e cons
became the first university-based club ;7> “Were

that though she

[t was established in the 2016 is different; she

is the same as
everyone else.
The scar does
, , not define her,
and she is will-
ing to talk about

Smile is one of
the many organizations that
seek to make children who suf-
fer from cleft lip or cleft palate
smile again, no matter their
situation.

“At UTRGV, the Operation
Smile club became the first
university-based club in Texas.
It was established in the 2016
spring semester and helped

tion created awareness and pro-
vided an outlet for community
service by hosting the second
Smile Dolls event, held Sept. 23
in the University Ballroom on
the Edinburg campus.

About 100 people attended
the event and more than 80
dolls were donated.

“The dolls are given to the

her experience
to anyone who asks.

“I connected [with her story]
because I have my own cousin
that has a cleft and went through
the same procedures,” said Am-
ber Huizar, a pre-dental biology
junior and secretary of the Op-
eration Smile club. “Sharing her
point of view reminded me of
my own cousin and it motivated

e Day continues to reach millions around the world

“I smile because life doesn’t have
to be perfect to be wonderful.”
Alfonso Basilio, mechanical
engineering senior

me more to be more involved
and make sure we raise a good
amount of money to provide
those free surgeries.”

Since 1982, Operation Smile
has targeted the children in
poor regions of the world and
anyone seeking their help. The
globalized organization has
provided free surgeries to hun-
dreds of thousands of children
from more than 60 countries.

“In honor of World Smile
Day, Operation Smile and our
supporters are raising funds to
help create 150 new smiles for
children in Ghana,” Julie Bru-
mana, Operation Smile’s stu-
dent programs associate of the
U.S. Western region, wrote in
an email.

Kathy Magee, co-founder and
president of Operation Smile,
stated on operationsmile.com
that she believes that every child
with a facial deformity is of con-
cern. “If we don’t take care of
that child there’s no guarantee
that anyone else will.”

For more information, visit
www.worldsmileday.com and
www.operationsmile.org.

UTRGYV to buy old Guard armory

Land to be used for campus expansion

OscARr CasTILLO/THE RIDER
UTRGV has started the process of buying 3.603 acres of land and three buildings located at 340
Porter Dr., across the street from Brownsville Early College High School and adjacent to the Texas
Southmost College Recreation Center parking lot.

Oscar Castillo
NEWS EDITOR

The University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley is in the final stage of purchasing
3.603 acres of land, which includes the
Armory Complex, for $1,010,000 from
the City of Brownsville.

“I understand the City of Brownsville
was going to have final authority to
execute the contract from the city
commission, and once that approval
was obtained, then the city would sign
the contract and we would move toward
closing,” said Mark Saenz, UTRGV’s chief
real estate and space planning officer.
“Closing typically takes up to 60 days.”

The Brownsville City Commission
approved the sale on Sept. 20.

The Armory Complex is located at
340 Porter Drive, across the street from
Brownsville Early College High School
and adjacent to the Texas Southmost
College Recreation Center parking lot.

“At the moment, there was a small
police presence, so they were using it for
atraining facility,” said Ramiro Gonzalez,
assistant director of planning for the City
of Brownsville, about the current use of
the Armory Complex. “Before that, it was
actually the Army National Guard that
moved out to the expressway.”

The Texas Army National Guard
recruiting office is now located at 600
Woodruff Ave. in Brownsville.

Asked what UTRGV will use the
building for, Saenz replied: “That is
unknown at this time, just for future
campus expansion.”

The $1,010,000 land purchase, which
the university had appraised, will include
3.603 acres of land and three buildings
of about 20,531 square feet combined,
Saenz said.

“We're anticipating it will be 60 to
90 days before ... ownership transfers,”
Gonzalez said.
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What is your favorite
NFL team? Why?

“The Philadelphia Eagles because

my dad, back in the day, was from

Mexico and he didn’t know anything

about football and so when he came

to the States, the first game

he watched was an
Eagles game and so

he kind of just decided to follow

them. So, I was raised as an

Eagles fan.”

Daniel Rodriguez
Computer science freshman

“Denver Broncos. [I've]
been following

them ever
since
Peyton
Manning moved over
there. Obviously, he retired and

we still got a dominant team. We're 3-0

right now and they’re not ranked No. 1 in the NFL but I
think they should be ranked No. 1. I mean, they haven’t
lost.”

Colton Bostler
History sophomore

The San Francisco 49ers because
Cowboys are too mainstream,
that’s for sure. 49ers have about
five Super Bowl wins; they have a
7 good record. Right now, they are
not as good as they used to be, but I
believe that they are going to have a
great comeback this season. Colin Kaepernick, he is
all right. He stands for good stuff. Many people have
judged him for not standing up during the pledge this
season but it’s all right. It’s in the
constitution, freedom of speech. He
can do whatever he wants and he is
standing up for something good and
they are just an overall good team.

Luis Lopez
Mass communication sophomore

“My favorite team is
the Houston Texans
because I'm from
Texas. I grew up
watching them and my
family goes for them, too. I also like

J.J. Watt.”
Laura Van Tilberg

Kinesiology senior

--Compiled by Ana Cahuiche and Gabriel Mata

He literally just admitted
to not paying his taxes!

“)

o

Not all work, not all play

Clarissa Martinez
THE RIDER

During my first year of college, in one of my lecture classes,
a student walked in with a DVD. I don’t remember what
movie it was, but I remember that it was an animated film.
He sat down two seats away in the same row and struck up
a conversation with the student between us. When the first
student said he was borrowing

When I'm with family, I can be the silliest, most annoying
person ever. I'll gladly embarrass my 15-year-old cousin
at H-E-B by dancing to the music playing in the store. I'll
repeat the words my relatives say like a parrot, mostly in
song. I have marathoned the cartoon “Avatar: The Last
Airbender,” and I think I should do that again soon.

At school T am the same way, but my mind is already on
a million other things. Sometimes, my personality goes to
sleep as I go about my day. As the sun sets on a Wednesday
night, I get more serious. My maturity levels take over when
I'm in the zone on an assignment.

Maturity does not mean

the DVD from a friend, the
other student said, “Oh, I don’t
watch kids’ movies.”

This small comment has

echoes in my head every time I

seewhat's showingat Cinemark. ONly @ percentage of the human

I push it to the back of my mind d
when I spot “Rio” on Fox, or emeanor.

when Free Form (formerly, ABC

‘ ‘ Maturity does not mean
that one has to be serious
managed to stay with me. It 3]] the time. Believe me. It's

that one has to be serious all
the time. Believe me. It’s only
a percentage of the human
demeanor.

Maturity just means that
one has to adapt to certain
situations correctly for the best

outcome. It’s learning to say no.
, , It’s about questioning the pros
and cons. It’s about discussion,

Family) holds its ritual Harry
Potter weekend.

I don’t know why I let that remark get to me. It’s only
a difference of opinion. The student wasn’t trying to put
the other student down. And the student was definitely not
attacking me. However, somehow, I have allowed that one
remark to denote my maturity. As if being a college student
automatically forces you to not like cartoons or “kids’
movies.”

That notion is ridiculous.

While I know I have plenty of growing up to do, I still
know when it’s appropriate to set aside my playfulness and
replace it with a level head.

The Rider Online Poll:

Who won the first 2016 presidential debate?

Hillary Clinton

marie erwin
“I don’t like either”

- Sept. 27

Neither

14 ———— Donald Trump

MARI0 GONZALEZ/ THE RIDER GRAPHIC

understanding, =~ compromise
and being the better person.

One can be those things while de-stressing on a Friday
night with too much wine. One can be all those things, and
absolutely hate it. One can be all those things in all aspects
of their life, except when it comes to discussing which place
in town has the best tacos.

The point of all this is that it is perfectly fine to not like
animated films. It is perfectly fine to love them. It is not
perfectly fine to tell someone they shouldn’t be watching
them because they’re in college already; there’s no maturity
in saying that.

Letters policy: The
Rider encourages
letters but does not
guarantee publication.
We reserve the right to
edit for grammar and
content. Letters for The Rider may
be sent to TheRider@utrgv.edu. All letters
must be typed and no longer than 400
words. Letters must include the name,
classification and phone number of the
author. Opinions expressed in The Rider are
those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Rider or UTRGV
administrators.
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Alumni:

Name: Heriberto Reynoso

Age: 28

Hometown: Brownsville

Degree: Bachelor of science in computer science
Graduation year: 2011 (UT Brownsville)

Current job: CEO and founder of Reybotics

How would you describe your college years? “I
was doing internships and flying around the nation.
I was bringing in scholarships and I was enjoying my
education there. While I was there, I had projects on
the side, so I was intertwining what I was learning
into my projects at home. It wasn’t just about reading
textbooks, it was about applying what I was learning to
my projects.”

What were your favorite things to do while in
college? “My brain was really starving for knowledge.
The ability to just drop in on my professors, not just
in my degree, but also from other departments and
just pick their brain. I know some students will think
that’s dumb, but for me, I was curious because at first,
I was a mechanical engineer [major] and in physics as
a freshman, and then after speaking to professors in
different fields, I got a taste of each field and ultimately
went for computer science. Students are so afraid to tap
into the wealth of knowledge that is at their fingertips.
Surrounding myself with these professors and their field
got me to where I am today.”

What do you miss most about college? “Being able
to mingle with high-intellect individuals.”

What motivated you to pursue your degree?
“I didn’t know what degree to pursue because I was
all over the place. I wasn’t just building the robot; I
was wiring them up, but I wasn’t really programing as
much as I wanted, so I was lacking in the programming

PHoto CouTesy HERIBERTO REYNOSO
department. So, that’s exactly why I chose computer
science.”

Briefly describe what you do in your job? “Sole
purpose is to engage youth in STEM-related activities,
whether during the summer or throughout the year.
Currently, we have an ongoing contract up with the
Weslaco Independent School District to develop a pipe
inspection robot for the City of Weslaco. The students

Where are they now?

will develop these robots from concept to actualization
to find out where the problems are because they go
through a lot of flooding year-round. This will be a way
to pinpoint the problems instead of replacing things.”
What experience have you had that you would
say is out of the ordinary? “Being able to work on
the next mission to Mars. I took a job to work for NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in north L.A. and for me, that
was a dream come true. That’s something I have been
wanting to do since I first went to NASA, but I took that
job knowing it would lead me to the better job, which
it did and I got the opportunity to work on an actual
Mars Rover and do codes for a multimillion-dollar Mars
Rover.”

What is the most memorable moment of your
career? “When I was at NASA, I would sit at some
random table and start conversations with these old,
old, white-haired engineers that would work on the
Apollo missions--they sent us to the moon--and then
have them talk about their role in it. To me, that was just
an eye opener.”

What motivates you? “I didn’t have a mentor or
someone to push me. Some students don’t have a role
model, so I try to be that role model for the thousands
of students in the Valley who don’t have a parent, aunt
or uncle who is an engineer or scientist. They see those
fields, but they seem so far-fetched, like I used to see it
back in 2003. I would tell myself, ‘Yeah right, I'll never
work at NASA.” So, when I get up in the morning, as long
as I inspire one person today, I'm happy.”

What’s next careerwise? “My goal is to one day
develop systems that are just as smart as humans. We
are lacking milestones in that department and that’s

See ALUMNI, Page 10

Sergio Garcia
SOCIAL MEDI EDITOR

effects of phobias include,

2. Coulrophobia

is real for many people.

MARI0 GONZALEZ/ THE RIDER GRAPHIC

is not an option.

The Rider randomly surveyed
40 UTRGYV students from the
Brownsville and Edinburg
campuses.

A phobia is a strong irrational
fear of something that poses
little or no harm. Some of the

but are not limited to, rapid
heartbeat, trembling  and
anxiety attacks.

1. Arachnophobia
Arachnophobia is the fear of
any type of arachnids. People
who suffer from this disorder
often perceive these creatures
as bigger than they actually are.

Red nose, face painted white
and crazy hair, this phobia
comes from one thing that might
represent happiness to many,
clowns. The prefix “coulro”
derives from the Greek word
that means “one who goes on
stilts.” Even though it’s not an
official diagnosis, coulrophobia

3. Atychiphobia

From not being top of the
class to losing a baseball game,
atychiphobia is the fear of
failing. Students expressed
how this becomes real once
they enter college, especially
because they feel like they have
expectations to meet, so failure

Freedom Network—

4. Acrophobia

People with this phobia might
dislike the Burj Khalifa and the
Shanghai Tower, which are two
of the tallest buildings on Earth.
Acrophobia is the abnormal
fear of heights.

See FIVE, Page 10

Club Spotlight

Name: Texas

PHoTo CouTesy TExAs FREEDOM NETWORK MEDIA

Members of the Texas Freedom Network include (front row, from left) Nina Zamarripa, Rene Jane,
Ofelia Alonso, Marlaina Vela and Scarlet Urbin. Second row: Sandra Barba, Sarah Godwin, Omar
Casas and Ana Hernandez. Back row: Field organizer Ruben Garza, Monica Varela, Jacob Ramirez,
Gill Agustin, Kevin Galaviz, Kristian Nepomuceno, Gabe Galvan and Rejo Reta.

Edinburg and Brownsville

Purpose: Students work to protect
religious freedom, defend civil liberties
and strengthen public schools.
President: Ramona Luna
Vice President: Omar Casas
Secretary: Juan Villela
Treasurer: Renee Jane
Adviser: Mark Kaswan,
political science professor
Activities: Registers voters, participates
in local activism and protests, educates
students on reproductive health/justice,
LGBTQIA workshops and creates
coalitions with other national/local
organizations.

UTRGV

Meetings: First Friday of every month.
Location and time varies.

Membership requirements: None
For more information, contact at: www.
facebook.com/tfnutrgv

--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza

Want your club
featured? Email us at
TheRider@utrgv.edu
or call us at 882-5143
in Brownsville and
665-2541 in Edinburg!
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Jobs | Internships | Careers
Bring your UTRGV ID, résumé, and dress professionally.
This event is open tc the community

Brownsville Campus | Edinburg Campus
Oct. 5,2016 | 10am.-2p.m. | Oct. 7,2016 | 10 am.- 3 p.m.
ElL Gran Salon (Student Union) Fieldhouse (HPE I)

For more information or if special accommodations are needed, please contact
the Career Center at Edinburg (956-665-2243) or Brownsville (956-882-5627).
Visit us at utrgv.edu/careercenter.

mE QO@@  SHESTEC

@HireUTRGV

WATCH PARTY OR WATCH SOLO.
JUST ORDER ONLINE.

REGULAR SIDE ITEM

WITH ANY WING PURCHASE

Not valid with any other specials, promotions or offers.
Present coupon at the time of purchase. Valid only at participating location.
One coupon per customer visit.

Expires 11/30/16. /é/\\

—

)

UTRGVRADU

ulrgv.edu/studentmedia/radio

Got talent? Spin for us!

Recruiting DJs - Fall 2016 Semester
No experience necessary!

Students Faculty & Staff

Far more infermation, call
(956} 582-5143 in Brownsville
(956) BE5-74d8 in Edinburg
or email radic@utrgy.edu

Tohx mrs nal eerploaees of UTRGY Sluden] Nedia
T vk bews th A uAgasd Wi virdanl Spysauily
Culle gy ol e @ ari-haarpacweeh fme it

OFF ANY PURCHASE
OF 25 OR MORE

Not valid with any other specials, promotions, gift card purchases or offers.
Present coupon at the time of purchase. Valid only at participating location.
One coupon per customer visit.

xpires ‘/.4\\ C
Expires 11/30/16. ‘%\ylg
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Biomedical sciences freshman Isabel Morales gets an ice cream cup Sept. 26 at the Student
Union veranda on the Brownsville campus. The Vaquero Ice Cream Bar, hosted by the Student
Union, featured different ice cream flavors and toppings.

LesLey RoBLES/ THE RIDER

Sue, a Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton, is on display in the Visitors Center on the Edinburg campus.

Wh at do you wa nt Sue, which stands at 12 feet and is 42 feet long, was brought to UTRGV by the McDonald’s Corp.

and presented locally by McDonald’s Rio Grande Valley Owner Operators. The exhibit will remain

/) é ‘ to see In The R,der’ open until Jan. 8. The Field Museum in Chicago created the exhibit.
p-
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FAFSA ahora disponible

Nubia Reyna
THE RIDER

La Solicitud Gratuita de
Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes
(FAFSA por sus siglas en
inglés) del afio 2017-2018
ya se encuentra disponible,
tres meses antes que en afos
anteriores.

Adicionalmente, estudiantes
podran usar la informacion de
sus impuestos federales (income
tax) del anho 2015 para llenar
su solicitud, de acuerdo a la
pagina oficial, fafsa.ed.gov. Por
ejemplo, para la solicitud del
afno 2017-2018, los estudiantes
reportaran las declaraciones de
impuestos federales del 2015 en
vez de la informacién del 2016.

La solicitud se hizo disponible
el sdbado.

Los cambios se
implementaron porque en el
pasado, aunque se alentaba a
los estudiantes a completarla
lo antes posible, la solicitud no
se hacia disponible hasta enero
y la informacién de impuestos
federales que tenian que usar
era la del ano actual, la cual,
apenas completarian en febrero,
dijo Jael Garcia, directora
asociada de Operaciones de
Ayuda Financiera y Enlace
Comunitario.

“Larazon por la que se cambi6
es, basicamente, porque habia
una desconexiéon de cuando

Diseno de

Andrea Torres
THE RIDER

Con la ceremonia a menos
de tres meses, los estudiantes
de Gltimo afio se preparan para
comprar su toga y birrete, y a
partir de este semestre, también
el primer anillo de graduacion
de UTRGV.

“Definitivamente, algo
que se vea bien hecho,” dijo
Saire  Moreno, estudiante
de diseno grafico, acerca de
como le gustaria que luciera el
anillo. “Definitivamente, que
represente todo lo que hice en
la universidad”.

Como ya fue reportado por
The Rider, el comité oficial del
anillo de UTRGV recibié mas de
800 respuestas en la encuesta
de sugerencias sobre el disefio
del anillo, administrada el 5
de febrero por la Oficina del
Vicepresidente Ejecutivo de
Finanzas y Administracion.

La encuesta estuvo disponible
hasta el 19 de febrero y méas del
7oporcientodelosparticipantes
fueron estudiantes, dijo Letty
Benavides, vicepresidenta
adjunta de Servicios Auxiliares
del Campus y presidenta del
comité.

Benavides dijo que un
miembro del comité y profesora
de arte, Donna Sweigart, es la
disefiadora creativa principal
del anillo y especialista en
joyeria. Sweigart asigné a su
clase la tarea de ayudarla a
crear el disefio.

Miembros del comité del
anillo incluyen a la presidenta
de la Asociacion de Gobierno
Estudiantil, Denisse Molina-
Castro; al director de Residencia
Estudiantil, Sergio Martinez;
a la directora de Actividades
Estudiantiles, Cindy Mata-

los impuestos
federales

se hacian ‘ ‘

Cambios de FAFSA
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disponibles y
de cuando la
solicitud

hacia disponible.

Ahora esta
usando la
informacién de
ingreso del afio
anterior”, dijo

informacién

La razon por la que se cambid ge los
es, basicamente, porque habia una impuestos
desconexion de cuando los impuestos
se federales se hacian disponibles y de cuandola estudiantes
solicitud se hacia disponible

Jael Garcia
Directora asociada de Operaciones de Ayuda Financiera
y Enlace Comunitario
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Gloria Reyes, estudiante de Ultimo afio de arte de estudio, trabaja en un anillo en clase de la profesora Donna Sweigart
el pasado miércoles en el anexo de artes visuales en Edinburg.

Véasquez; al vicepresidente
de la Asociacién de Gobierno
Edinburg,
Peter Averack; al senador de

Estudiantil en

la Colegio de Negocios
y Emprendimiento en
Edinburg, Alberto Adame
y ala directora ejecutiva de
Relaciones con Egresados,
Isis Lopez.

El pasado semestre de
primavera, alrededor de
25 estudiantes en las clases
de joyeria intermedia
y joyeria avanzada de
Sweigart fueron asignados
latarea de crearlos disefios
preliminares del anillo.

“Lo primero que hicimos
fue hacer una investigaciéon y
ponderar todos los aspectos

del Valle”, dijo Sweigart. “Es
algo que significa mucho para
todos nosotros. Los estudiantes
de mis clases son de todos

como tal”.

Los estudiantes estan

trabajandoconlamanufacturera
de anillos Jostens para producir

Vilma Flores
Estudiante de tltimo afo de sociologia
y arte de estudio

dos disefios de anillos,

“ Sentimos que era muy  los  cuales  seran

presentados el martes

importante construir algo o el miércoles a un
que todos podemos disfrutar y
sentirnos orgullosos al respecto consiste del  equipo

grupo de enfoque, dijo
Benavides. El grupo

ejecutivo de SGA (por

, , sus siglas en inglés).

“Queremos mantener
el grupo reducido”, dijo
ella. “La razon por la
que nos enfocaremos

los alrededores del Valle. ...
Hicimos una investigacion
holistica e historica del Valle

en el equipo ejecutivo

de SGA es porque, obviamente,
representan al cuerpo
estudiantil”.

“Deberia beneficiar a los
estudiantes  porque ahora
pueden llenar su solicitud
FAFSA mucho antes de lo
normal”, dijo Garcia.

Los estudiantes podran usarla
herramienta de recuperacion de
datos del IRS, la cual les permite
transferir datos directamente de
sus declaraciones de impuestos
federales a su solicitud, dijo ella.

“Si  su ingreso cambia,
digamos que su ingreso del 2016
es significativamente mas bajo
que el del 2015, siempre habra
oportunidad para que ellos y su
familia hablen con un asesor
de ayuda financiera para hacer
algin cambio a su solicitud de
acuerdo a su informacion, aqui
en la administraciéon de ayuda
financiera”, dijo Garcia.

Ella exhorta a los alumnos a
completar su solicitud lo antes
posible.

“Con el proceso de ayuda
financiera, completar la
solicitud de FAFSA no es el final,
sino el principio, ya que muchas
veces los estudiantes tienen
que entregar documentacién
adicional, lo cual alarga el
proceso”, dijo Garcia.

Entre mas rapido los
estudiantes puedan iniciar el
proceso, mas tiempo tendran
para completar lo que les
haga falta para su solicitud de
FAFSA”, dijo ella.

tra en revision

Si el grupo de enfoque decide
alterar el disefo, podria atrasar
la fecha de revelaciéon, pero
Benavides dijo que la meta es
tener el anillo disponible para
los graduados de este semestre.

“Con suerte, todos vamos
a acordar en el mismo”,
dijo ella, “para que luego, el
comité oficial del anillo haga
una recomendaciéon final al
presidente”.

Una vez que el disefio final
sea aprobado, Benavides dijo
que el comité planea en publicar
el disefo oficial a la comunidad
del campus durante este mes
para que los alumnos puedan
adquirirlo en noviembre.

Entre los estudiantes que
estan trabajando en el disefio
con Jostens, esta Vilma Flores,
estudiante de dltimo aho de
sociologia y arte de estudio.

“Creo que es maravilloso
que los estudiantes podamos
participar en algo tan grande
y tan especial”, dijo Flores.
“Esto es algo que es para
nosotros. ... Sentimos que era
muy importante construir algo
que todos podemos disfrutar
y sentirnos orgullosos al
respecto”.

Otros estudiantes en la clase
de Sweigart que se encuentran
en las etapas finales del disefio
son Fabian Pedraza, Daniel
Hernandez, Oscar Padron,
Gloria Reyes y Lino Guiza.

Flores también asisti6 en el
disefio de otros articulos de
graduacion de UTRGYV, tales
como la maza ceremonial y el
medallon presidencial, como
parte de la clase de Sweigart.

El precio del anillo esta por
determinarse.

--Brenda Garza contribuyo con
este reportaje.
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The winds of change

Both tennis teams under new leadership

Nathaniel Mata
SPORTS EDITOR

Last May, UTRGV women’s
tennis made history in Browns-
ville. It became the first pro-
gram to win a team Western
Athletic Conference Champion-
ship and qualify for the NCAA
tournament.

It’s only a few months later,
and the women’s tennis team
looks a lot different than the
championship squad of last
spring. The program graduated
three in its lineup from a year
ago, including Reegan Green-
wood, who was matched with
the top opponents on a match
to match basis. They also lost
Natacha Minc, who transferred
to the New Jersey Institute of
Technology.

Possibly the biggest change
comes at the head coaching po-
sition. First-year Vaquero Head
Coach Stephanie Wooten-Qui-
jada resigned from her position
following the successful season
to take the head position at the
University of New Mexico.

Less than a month later, the
new head coach was selected.
Sonia Hahn joins UTRGV after
spending the previous 19 sea-
sons as co-head coach at the
University of Tennessee. Hahn
brings experience from the
Southeastern Conference, in
which Tennessee accumulated
a 122-95 record in conference
matches under her leadership.

Even though a lot has
changed since last spring, Hahn
still hopes to look toward the
leadership of returning team
members.

“The returnees, I'm still get-
ting to know them and getting
to see their games. But what I
see I really like,” said Hahn, a
former University of Kentucky
standout. “I think they bring ex-
perience to the table. They won
a conference championship
last year, so they understand
what it takes to win. I'm hoping
that they’ll be able to pass that
knowledge on to the young ones
that are here.”

The new head coach is trying
her best to hit the ground run-
ning after her late summer hire.

“It’s definitely a whirlwind
and it’s continued to be one, so
far,” Hahn said. “I'm starting to
understand the system a little
bit better and that’s just gonna
take some time.”

As for the returners Hahn will
look toward? There are four of
them: two in their sophomore
year, Tara Donaho and Domi-
nique Ibarra. The two juniors,
Dominique Esparza and Doris
Aleksovska, represent the only
upperclassmen on the eight-
member roster.

MEN

For the men’s tennis team,
things are changing as well,
again. Over the last three sea-
sons transition is about the only
thing that’s stayed constant.

This fall, the third head coach
in three years will take over the
program. Dann Nelson is the
new bench boss of the tennis
team, replacing Brett Bernstein
after less than a year.

Elliot Johnstone, who is a ju-
nior in his third year, meaning

il a———__ | -m-n--‘
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Management sophomore Andres Hernandez serves the ball during practice
last Wednesday at the Orville I. Cox Tennis Center in Edinburg.

E€ Each different coach has their
own technique, own tactics, own
mentality, so it's good to hear from
different people. Just hopefully, he
stays for [my] last year, as well, to get
two years in a row. b

Elliot Johnstone
UTRGV Junior
to play his game, learning from
each coach.
“You want to get used to the

he’s had a new coach at the start
of every year he’s been in Edin-
burg. The Australian continues

first and get to know them, then
they go on,” Johnstone said.
“Each different coach has their
own technique, own tactics,
own mentality, so it’s good to
hear from different people. Just
hopefully, he stays for [my] last
year, as well, to get two years in
arow.”

Tennis will also have to cope
with losing its best player over
the past couple of years, Juan
Cruz Soria. Without Soria on
the team, UTRGV will be with-
out a senior, putting a premi-
um on leadership from juniors
Johnstone and Koby Jansen.

“There’s two juniors on the
team, Koby, who’s actually in-
jured now, so it’s hard for him
to show leadership on court. So
I got to show a bit of responsi-
bility and take the [underclass-
men] under my wing,” John-
stone said.

Coach Nelson joins the Va-
quero staff after spending his
last 11 seasons at Southern Illi-
nois University. He leaves SIU
as its second winningest coach
in program history.

“T was at SIU for 11 years and
was used to things. But things
change, life happens and I'm
here now and I'm excited to be
here now,” Nelson said.

His energy will have to be
divided among a few different
tasks this fall. He will need to
add members to the tennis team
to flesh out the roster that has
only five players.

“We do have a small roster,
but hopefully it doesn’t stay like
that,” the new head coach said.
“I'm working hard to bring new
guys in and look at the talent
that’s already here. In the fall,
we need to get our condition-
ing levels up. We're spending a
lot of time getting our rhythm
back. We need legs and we need
lungs in the fall to get ready for
the spring.”

It will be a year to overcome
adversity for sure but men’s
tennis will have this semester to
get into form for the most im-
portant part of the year, confer-
ence in spring.

GABRIEL MATA/ THE RIDER

Sophomore Dominique Ibarra returns a ball during practice last Tuesday at the Orville Cox Tennis Center in Edinburg. She
is one of four returning players from the 2015-16 WAC championship team.

ATHLETE
OF THE
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Name: Sarah Bonney

Sport: Soccer

Position: Forward
Classification: Freshman
Major: Business

Age: 21

Hometown: Winneba, Ghana
Who is your favorite
athlete? “My favorite athlete is
[Leonel] Messi.”

Who is your role model?
“Marta [Vieira da Silva] because
I want to play like her and reach
the level she’s gotten to in
futbol.”

When did you begin playing
soccer, and why? “I was very
little. My parents wouldn’t
encourage me because I was the
only girl, but as I grew, I became
adamant. Sometimes I would
run away from home and I
would go to the soccer complex
to hide and practice on my own.
So, I was just little, but when I
was 3 they didn’t allow me to
play, but when I got of age, and
I realized what was good from
bad, I made a decision myself.
I would say, like, 10 years of
playing active soccer.”

What’s your favorite place
to hang out on campus? “I
don’t know many places, but I
guess the [soccer] field. I don’t
really have a special place that
Igo.”

What are your academic
goals? “I hope to get a higher
GPA.”

How doyoufeel about being
part of this team? “I'm very
happy. I'm glad because being
in this country puts me one step
ahead in my life. So being in this
particular team, too, is also a big
step for me because the fiitbol
I used to play in my country is
lower than the level compared
to here, so it’s like, I've moved
ahead in life. So, I'm very happy
taking that step.”

What are your personal
goals for this season? “Score
more goals for my team and
make the team go forward in
the conference.”

--Compiled by Sarah Carvajal

Have a story idea?
Call us at:

065-2541
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RING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
assistant vice president for Campus
Auxiliary Services and chair of the
committee.

Benavides said a member of the
committee, Associate Art Professor
Donna Sweigart is the lead creative
designer of the ring and specializes in
jewelry. Sweigart assigned her class to
help create the design.

Members of the ring committee
include Student Government Association
President Denisse Molina-Castro,
Residence Life Director Sergio Martinez,
Student Activities Director Cindy Mata-
Vasquez, SGA Edinburg Vice President
Peter Averack, College of Business and
Entrepreneurship Senator (Edinburg)
Alberto Adame and Alumni Relations
Executive Director Isis Lopez.

Last spring semester, about 25 students
in Sweigart’s Intermediate Jewelry and
Advanced Jewelry classes were assigned
to create preliminary ring designs.

“The first thing we did was research and
we looked at all the aspects of the Valley,”
Sweigart said. “It is something that
actually means a lot to us. The students
in my class were from all over the Valley.
... We took a holistic, historical research
of the Valley as a whole.”

Students are working with ring
manufacturer Jostens to produce the
two ring designs, which will be presented
Tuesday or Wednesday to a student
focus group, Benavides said. The group
consists of the SGA executive team.

“We want to keep the group small,” she
said. “The reason why we focus on the
SGA executive team is, obviously, they
are the representatives of the student
body.”

If the focus group decides to alter the
design, it may push back the reveal date,
but Benavides said the goal is to have
the ring available for this semester’s
graduates.

“Hopefully, we’re going to agree on the
same one,” she said. “Then, of course,
taking those recommendations, the
official ring committee will make a final
recommendation to the president.”

Once the final design is approved,
Benavides said the committee plans to
release the official design to the campus
community later this month and students
can buy their ring in November.

Among the group of students who are
working with Jostens on the designs is
Vilma Flores, a sociology and studio art
senior.

“I think it is really amazing that
they allowed students to participate
in something so big and something so
special,” Flores said. “This is something
that’s for us. ... We felt that it was really
important to build something that we
would all enjoy and we felt proud of.”

Other students in Sweigart’s class
assisting in the final stages of design
are Fabian Pedraza, Daniel Hernandez,
Oscar Padron, Gloria Reyes and Lino
Guiza.

Flores has also assisted with the design
of other UTRGV commencement items,
such as the UTRGV ceremonial mace
and the presidential medallion as part of
Sweigart’s classes.

The price of the ring is still to be

determined. ) .
--Brenda Garza contributed to this
report.

Downtown Brownsville
55 Perl Bivd.
(Off 12th St.)
For more information,
call (956) 546-0381
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with a weapon.”

“As far as buying a gun, you can go
to gun shops, Academy or any type of
sporting goods store,” he said.

In an interview with The Rider,
Communication Professor Louis Falk
said that the law is not an issue, it was
passed and now we have to learn how to
deal with it.

“Everybody was protesting and
everybody was going to all those events
and people in Austin, the professors
[saying], ‘No, we’re not going to have it
in our campus.’ That was all too little, too
late,” Falk said. “If they wanted to protest
they should have done it before that.”

Hugo Rodriguez, UTRGV assistant
professor for Health and Biomedical
Sciences, said he does not agree with
campus carry.

“Anger and anxiety makes us to do
not the right decisions,” Rodriguez said.
“When we have access to a weapon, it
could be, sometimes, a disaster.”

Kimberly Rosas, an English senior on

the Brownsville campus said that she
does not agree with the campus carry
law.

“I don’t think it’s justified to be able to
carry a gun,” Rosas said. “I don’t think
it’s secure.”

Munguia said people who are carrying
concealed guns are not the ones to worry
about because they have already gone
through the vetting process.

Vetting is the process of performing
a background check on someone. The
process may include looking for prior
convictions, verifying licenses and
checking employment history, according
to the DPS website.

“The ones to worry about are the ones
that have bad intentions, the ones that
had not gone to the training and the
ones that are carrying a gun illegally,”
Munguia said.

Javier Espinoza, range master at the
South Texas Tactical Weapons shooting
range, offers a concealed carry course.

“The majority of the clientele that take
the concealed carry course are senior
citizens, college students and females
that are working in a medical field,”

Espinoza said.

He said the average cost of the course
is $100 and the background investigation
conducted by the Texas Department of
Public Safety is about $147.

The department sets out requirements
that must be met in order to apply for a
license to carry.

“In order to obtain a license to carry
a concealed arm, you must be a Texas
resident, you must be 21 years of age and
you cannot have any felonies or any class
A misdemeanors in regards to family
violence,” Espinoza said.

Chief Munguia said that “open carry” is
not allowed on both campuses.

Under the open carry law, which went
into effect last January, individuals with
a license may carry a holstered handgun
openly in all locations that allow the
licensed carrying of a concealed handgun.

“If you see [open carry], call us because
that is a violation of the law,” Munguia
said. “Even for permit holders, you
cannot have a visible weapon.”

Students who see a gun in plain sight
may call University Police at 882-8222
on the Brownsville campus and 665-7151
on Edinburg campus.

ALUMNI
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exactly why I chose computer science.
It’s lacking in milestones and right now,
I'm contributing milestones in this field.”
What advice do you have for anyone
pursuing your degree? “They need to
realize that there’s a lot of opportunities
beyond the horizon that they might
not be aware of. Simply by searching
‘scholarships for Hispanics’ on Google,
you’re going to find a plethora of these
opportunities. There is no excuse to not
apply for scholarships. For you to grow
as a professional, you have to get out of
your shell.”

--Compiled by Brenda Garza

FOLLOW USY?

Mnibersito

From $385 mthly. for 1 — 2 persons
Flexible month-to-month agreement
All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
Near the UTRGV and TSC campuses
= Security Surveillance

» Kitchenettes available

* Fumished, large rooms, full-size beds
* Restaurants nearby

* WiFi Available

* Laundry Area

TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY.
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.
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5. Achluophobia
Are you irrationally scared of the
dark? Well, you might suffer from
achluophobia. This phobia is also related
to nyctophobia, which is defined as the
same. They both derive from the thought
that the brain panics when trying to
figure out what would, or could, happen
in somber or pitch-black places.

“I encourage students to seek help and

ask questions about any anxiety disorders
that they may feel concerned about and
also to have a support system in place
where they are open about sharing what
they feel and how that impacts them on a
daily basis,” said Erika Perez, a UTRGV
lecturer and licensed professional
counselor-intern.

For more information, call Counseling
and Psychological Services (CaPS) at
882-3897 in Brownsville or 665-2574 in
Edinburg.
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Please turn in all job applications in person at: Shenanigan’s Irish Pub & Grill
2451 Pablo Kisel, Ste. H, Brownsville, TX 78526
For more information, call 956-986-2337

Here is what we are looking
for:
- Attractive
- Bar experienced or at least very
ambitious!
- Reliable, Punctual and
Professional
- Social Network Savvy, i.e.,
Facebook, Twitter, etc.
- Marketing Driven--More $ we
make, the more $ you make!
- Entertaining, i.e., loud, fun etc.
- Ages 18 and up
- TABC-certified preferred!
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An ode to fine arts

STEINWAY & SONS

ANA CAHUICHE/ THE RIDER PHOTOS

Baritone and UTRGV Associate Professor Daniel Hunter-Holly, accompanied by Lecturer Allan Armstrong, performs a series of musical pieces based
on poems that were inspired by famous artworks last Tuesday in the Texas Southmost College Arts Center in Brownsville. The multimedia recital “A
Question of Light” consisted of three sections containing Faure’s and Debussy’s settings of Paul Verlaine, Francis Poulenc and Paul Eluard’s tribute
to 20th century masters Picasso, Chagall and Miro, poems by Gene Scheer and music by Jake Heggie.

Jennifer Cahn, head curator at the International Museum of Art & Science in McAllen, was the raconteur for the presentation “A Question of Light”
last Tuesday in the Texas Southmost College Arts Center in Brownsville. The event formed part of the Faculty Artist Series and was hosted by the
Patron of the Arts.
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sustainable species, Musk estimates that
1 million people are needed in Mars.

“If you have 100 people per ship, that’s
10,000 trips,” he said.

It would take from 40 to 100 years to
achieve a self-sustainable civilization in
Mars at the rate of 20 to 50 total trips.

“The trip time at 6 kilometers per
second is as low as 80 days,” he said.
“Over time, they’ll improve that as low as
30 days.”

Once the spaceship arrives to Mars, it
will use “supersonic retropropulsion,”
which means that the ship is going to
land by using its engines to lower itself to
the ground. After leaving the passengers,
the ship will come back to Earth.

Since the engines of the ship run on
methane. The gas can be made from the
carbon dioxide available in Mars.

The cost of the trip is $10 billion but
Musk plans on lowering it to $200,000
a ticket, thanks to reusability and
propellant, as well as having 200 people
per ship instead of 100.

“The goal is to ship 100 passengers per
ship, although, you'll probably see it go
to 200 or more,” Musk said. The ticket
price could come down to “maybe as little
as $100,000 over time, depending upon
how much mass a person takes.”

Asked who would be Mars colonizers,
Musk replied that it had to be people that
are mentally prepared to die.

“I think the first journey to Mars is
going to be very dangerous. It'd basically
be, ‘Are you prepared to die?”” Musk
said. If so, “OK, you're a candidate for
going. This is less about who goes first.
... I's about making a self-sustainable
civilization on Mars as fast as possible.”

On the way to and on Mars, the chances
of getting cancer increase slightly due to
the tiny energized particles that are in
deep space, and it is still not known what
effects this will have on the body.

“There is going to be some risk of
radiation, but it’s not deadly,” Musk said.

He described some ways that Mars
colonists could shield themselves, such
as “reorienting the spaceship during a
solar flare and huddling under a column
of water.” Musk said the radiation risk is
often brought up, but he thinks that it is
not “too big of a deal.”

In order to entertain the colonizers in
the ship for more than 80 days, Musk
said he wants to set up the spaceship’s
crew compartment in order for
passengers to play zero-gravity games
and watch movies.

“It will be, like, really fun to go,” Musk
said. “You'll have a great time.”

Even though Musk did not give details
about how people would breathe, live
and eat on Mars, he said colonizers could
grow plants on Mars “just by compressing
the atmosphere.”

In the presentation, Musk said one of
the possible launch sites could be the
SpaceX facility that is being built near
Boca Chica Beach in Cameron County.

“In the future, we expect to add
additional launch locations; probably,
we are adding one on the south coast of
Texas,” he said.

Musk hopes that the structure
development is going to be completed in
2019, sending the first spaceship to Mars
in 2024.

“Ultimately, I'd suspect you'd see Mars
transit times of as little as 30 days in the
distant future,” he said.

By Clarissa Martinez
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