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In three years, the Department 
of Intercollegiate Athletics 
will have a new look with a 

$30 million investment in its 
facilities.

Last Wednesday, Athletics 
announced an investment 
toward renovations and 
construction of facilities in a 
news conference held at the 
Health & Physical Education 
Complex Fieldhouse on the 
Edinburg campus.

UTRGV Vice President and 
Director of Athletics Chasse 
Conque, along with sports head 
coaches, shared their thoughts 
and answered questions. 

Conque said the renovations 
will not only help one program, 
but all 260 student athletes 
and the community. 

“It’s about the entire Rio 
Grande Valley using this as a 
vehicle to put our region on the 
map in a very positive way,” he 
said.

Conque also said this change 
will help increase student 
athlete recruitment. 

“We’re going to be able to 
give our student athletes a 
first-class experience, putting 
us in a space to be able to now 
recruit some of the best and 
some of the brightest, really, in 
a fashion that we haven’t been 
able to do before,” he said.

The revenue streams 
originate from game ticket 
sales and fundraising. The 
investment will cover all 16 
sports and some renovations 
have already started.  

Asked by The Rider what 
portion of the investment is 

UTRGV reported three new 
COVID-19 cases between 
March 25 and 31, according to 
a university official.

Doug Arney, vice president 
for Administrative Support 
Services and chair of the 
Infectious Disease Committee 
at UTRGV, said among the 
three were two students and 
one staff member.

The new case figure remains 
the same as what was reported 
for the week of March 18 
through 24, according to the 
UTRGV Confirmed Cases 
Dashboard.

UTRGV updates the 
number of cases reported for 
campus individuals weekly 
through the Confirmed Cases 
Dashboard. The university 
COVID-19 Response Team 

Campus 
cases 
steady  
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A $30 million investment brings facility opportunities

MILLION-DOLLAR
MAKEOVER

UTRGV Vice President and Athletics Director Chasse Conque discusses the ways in which an investment of $30 
million will be used to upgrade existing athletics facilities and build a new golf facility at McAllen’s Champion Lakes 
Golf Course during a news conference last Wednesday in the UTRGV Fieldhouse. 
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Brownsville City Commission
Traffic light to be installed at high-traffic intersection

Alejandra Yañez
THE RIDER

Last Tuesday, the 
Brownsville City 
Commission awarded a 
$328,250 term contract 
to Traf-Tex Inc. for the 
construction of a new 
traffic signal light at the 
intersection of Morrison 
and Laredo roads.

Traffic at the 
intersection of Morrison 
and Laredo roads 
has increased over 

the years, making the 
junction a public safety 
concern for both vehicle 
and pedestrian traffic, 
according to agenda 
documents. 

Doroteo Garcia Jr., 
assistant city engineer, 
who presented the 
agenda item to the 
commission on behalf 
of the Engineering 
and Public Works 
Department, said there 
is a need for the traffic 
light.

On April 1, there was 
a two-car collision at the 
intersection involving 
a Texas Department of 
Public Safety unit and 
another vehicle. The 
driver of the passenger 
car failed to yield the 
right of way and collided 
with the unit, DPS 
Sgt. Maria Montalvo 
said in an interview 
with The Rider last 
Wednesday. The driver 
of the passenger car was 

Brownsville City Commissioner At-Large “A” John Cowen Jr. (from left), Mayor Trey Mendez and Commissioner 
At-Large “B” Rose Gowen listen to a presentation last Tuesday about a new traffic signal light at the intersection 
of Morrison and Laredo roads. The city awarded a $328,250 term contract to Tarf-Tex Inc. for its construction. 

Breaking 
the glass 
ceiling

The UTRGV Chess Team 
held the second annual 
Shining Chess Jewels Top 
4 Tournament, a women-
only competition created last 
year to promote women in 
chess and provide them with 
opportunities and scholarships.

In the first installment of the 
event last year, only UTRGV 
and Texas Tech University 
competed, according to UTRGV 
Chess Program Manager Alex 
Mista.

On March 27, the competition 
took place for a second time 
and was held virtually due 
to scheduling issues with the 
other universities.

Saint Louis University, 
Texas Tech, the University of 
Missouri and UTRGV were 
each represented by a team of 
three players. 

UTRGV’s team consisted of 
graphic design sophomore Ana 
Shamatava, computer science 
freshman Maria Malicka and 
management sophomore Maili-
Jade Ouellet.

“We would like to invite 
more teams,” Mista said in an 
interview with The Rider. “I 
think [next year] will be much 
easier, because last year, you 
know, it was very difficult to 
travel for most of the time.

“And now, it seems it’s 
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March 31
11:13 a.m.: In the 
Education Complex 
on the Edinburg 
campus, a student 
reported she had 

recently ended her 
relationship with her 

boyfriend, a student, but 
she felt he was following her around 
campus. An officer informed him 
not to contact her, and the student 
agreed. A report was generated for 
documentation purposes.
12:35 p.m.: A female student’s brother 
reported receiving an “SOS” text from 
his sister, who was on the Edinburg 
campus. Contact was made with the 
female student, who confirmed the text 
was a mistake. A report was generated 
for documentation purposes.
1:24 p.m.: A student on the Edinburg 
campus reported she was not feeling 
well after having consumed a possible 

narcotic while at an off-campus 
location. Emergency medical services 
arrived and transported the student to 
Edinburg Regional Hospital for further 
evaluation. 
4:09 p.m.: A student reported her 
vehicle’s gas cap had been stolen 
while it was parked in Lot E-9 on the 
Edinburg campus. Camera footage was 
reviewed and revealed the incident 
did not occur on campus. A report 
was generated for documentation 
purposes.
April 1
5:05 p.m.: A Bursar’s Office employee 
at the Student Services Building on the 
Edinburg campus reported being short 
$200 on her cash register. A report 
was generated for documentation 
purposes.
7:43 p.m.: A student reported that 
while riding in a shuttle bus to the 
Harlingen campus, a male student’s 
inappropriate conduct caused her 

to feel offended. The incident will 
be forwarded to Student Rights and 
Responsibilities for administrative 
review.
April 2
3:28 p.m.: An officer observed 
several men running toward the 
brush area behind the Vaquero Plaza 
on the Brownsville campus. The U.S. 
Border Patrol was notified and the 
agency subsequently detained five 
men. Two were from Mexico, one from 
Honduras, one from El Salvador and 
one from Guatemala.
April 4
11:47 a.m.: Officers responded to 
an ill-person call at the Liberal Arts 
Building South on the Edinburg 
campus. The student was experiencing 
chest pain and was having difficulty 
speaking. Emergency medical services 
arrived and transported him to 
Edinburg Regional Hospital for further 
evaluation.

April 5
1:32 p.m.: The Edinburg Fire 
Department and an officer responded 
to an active fire alarm at Heritage Hall 
on the Edinburg campus. The alarm 
indicated the basement waterflow 
fire monitor activated the alarm. 
Residents were evacuated as the fire 
department assessed the active alarm. 
The department deemed the building 
safe for re-entry and a work order was 
placed to have the fire panel system 
checked.
April 6
2:18 a.m.: An officer responded to a 
call in reference to a suspicious woman 
asking for money at Performing Arts 
Complex B on the Edinburg campus. 
An investigation revealed she had a 
criminal trespass warning. The officer 
placed the non-affiliated woman under 
arrest and transported her to the 
Edinburg city jail. 
--Compiled by Andrea Flores
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The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between March 31 and April 6. 
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Tuesday
Hop Into Voting 
The Civic 
Engagement 

Alliance will 
host Hop Into 

Voting, where 
students can register to vote from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. at the Student Union patio 
on the Edinburg campus and at the 
same time Wednesday in the Main 
Courtyard on the Brownsville campus. 
Book Swap
The Student Union will host a book 
swap from 8 a.m to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
and Wednesday at the Student Union 
Commons on the Edinburg campus 
and at the Student Union La Sala on the 
Brownsville campus. Students may bring 
their old books and swap them with each 
other. New and used books are welcome. 
Textbooks are also allowed. Free books 
will be available. 

Spring Fling Social 
The Center for Student 
Involvement will host a Spring 
Fling Social from noon to 2 p.m. on 
the Student Union Chapel Lawn on the 
Edinburg campus and at the same time 
on the Main Lawn on the Brownsville 
campus. There will be free food, games 
and promotional items. 
Wednesday
The People Series: Alebrijes 
The Council for Cultural 
Activities and the Center for 
Student Involvement will host The 
People Series: Alebrijes from 3 to 
4:30 p.m. via Zoom. Students will learn 
about the history and significance of 
Mexican folk art at the event. Students 
may RSVP online.
Easter Egg Hunt
The Center for Student 
Involvement will host an Easter 
Egg Hunt from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m on the 

Edinburg campus and at the same time 
Thursday on the Brownsville campus. 
The Easter eggs will be dispersed at 
different locations on both campuses. 
Students who collect four eggs will 
receive $15 in Vbucks. Students 
must turn in the eggs to the Center 
for Student Involvement office in 
University Center 205 on the Edinburg 
campus and Student Union 1.28 on the 
Brownsville campus. The Center for 
Student Involvement will be posting 
hints on its Instagram.
Easter Egg Painting 
The Center for Student 
Involvement will host Easter Egg 
Painting from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. on 
the Brownsville campus. The event 
location is to be determined. Materials 
and paint will be provided. 
Thursday
Movie Night
The Council for Cultural 

Activities and Center for Student 
Involvement will show “Hacksaw 
Ridge” from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Music, 
Science and Learning Center Room 
1.105 on the Brownsville campus and 
from 7 to 9 p.m. in Student Academic 
Center Room 1.112 on the Edinburg 
campus. “Hacksaw Ridge” tells the 
true story of Pfc. Desmond T. Doss, 
who won the Congressional Medal of 
Honor despite refusing to bear arms 
during WWII on religious grounds. 
Doss is played by Andrew Garfield in 
the movie.
Fashion Show 
The House of Fashion will host a 
fashion show from 7 to 9 p.m in the 
Library Auditorium on the Edinburg 
campus. A variety of fashion styles 
from the Rio Grande Valley and the 
impact they have on the community 
will be explored.
--Diana Alvarez-Tovar

coming from fundraising and ticket 
sales, Conque replied,  “All of our 
revenue streams we kind of pulled 
together. You know, one thing to note 
as our athletics department is built 
and this is a true mid-major model at 
the Division 1 level. And, by law in the  
state of Texas, no tuition dollars or 
state-allocated dollars can be used to 
support the athletics enterprise on a 
university campus.” 

The first renovation is a new weight 
room in the Fieldhouse, which is 
expected to be completed in July. Other 
renovations underway are a new press 
box and sound system to the Soccer  
and Track & Field Complex. Upgrades 
to the UTRGV Baseball Stadium  
include five corrals and the renovation 
of 10 suites. 

“I personally have witnessed what 
investing in athletics has done,” track 
& field head coach Shareese Hicks said. 
“It goes far beyond coaches, far beyond 
the students and directly and positively 
to the community, and that’s what I’m 

most excited about.”
One of the major changes from this 

investment will be the Fieldhouse 
renovations. These will include a new 
entrance plaza, a new lobby, Hall of 
Fame and Honor, a concession area, 
public restrooms and new seating.

“If you go look at the top 25 teams  
in the country in all sports, they’re 
going to have the best facilities,” 
baseball head coach Derek  
Matlock said.

The multimillion-dollar investment 
will also include building a golf facility 
next to the driving range at Champion 
Lakes Golf Course in McAllen pending 
University of Texas System Board of 
Regents approval. The facility will 
include locker rooms, coaches’ offices 
and hitting bays. 

In addition, locker rooms for the 
sports that currently do not have this 
type of facility will be constructed. 
These sports include the tennis and golf 
teams. Soccer, track & field, tennis and 
golf programs will obtain new locker 
rooms and coaches’ offices. 
–Rider Sports Reporter Omar E. 
Zapata contributed to this report.

INVESTMENT
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Women’s basketball head coach Lane Lord speaks during a news conference last Wednesday in 
the UTRGV Fieldhouse announcing upgrades to athletics facilities. “[UTRGV coaches] support 
each other,” Lord said. “Sixteen sports, but we’re one together. … I feel so good for our soccer 
programs, that they’re gonna have locker rooms for the first time.” 



provides the numbers on its website.
Arney said no students were in on-campus isolation housing the week of March 

25 through 31.
Both UT Health RGV student clinics in Brownsville and Edinburg continue to 

provide COVID-19 tests, vaccines and boosters to active UTRGV students.
To make an appointment, students must call 665-2511 for Edinburg and 

882-3896 for Brownsville. Service schedules are provided weekly by UTRGV 
Announcements via email. 

Hidalgo and Cameron counties continue to report COVID-19 cases.
Hidalgo County reported 256 cases between April 1 and 7, raising its total to 

197,685, according to its website.
The county reported five deaths between April 1 and 7, raising its death toll to 

3,890.
Services provided by the Hidalgo County Regional Infusion Center for COVID-19 

will continue through April 30. The facility is located in the Mission Regional 
Medical Center at 900 S. Bryan Road in Mission. 

The center has the capacity to serve five patients at a time from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
every day.

To qualify, patients must meet the following criteria:
--have a positive COVID-19 test
--be within 10 days of symptom onset or positive test if asymptomatic
--be at least 12 years old
--weigh at least 40 kilograms (about 88 pounds)

The center does not accept patients who have been hospitalized or require 
oxygen therapy due to COVID-19.

Cameron County reported 240 cases between April 1 and 6, raising its total to 
73,469, according to its website. The April 1 report also covers cases from March 
31.

The county reported one death between April 1 and 6, raising its death toll to 
2,225.

Vaccination efforts continue within Cameron County communities, according to 
county officials.

In an April 6 Cameron County Daily COVID-19 report, officials said “86.21% 
of the population 5 years and older in Cameron County is fully vaccinated and 
99.99% has received at least one dose.” 

For more information, see the Texas Vaccine Data Dashboard on the Texas 
Department of State Health Services website at dshs.texas.gov.

Individuals may call the Cameron County hotline at 247-3650 for more 
information about vaccination sites and services.
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Canned food for citations

Brigitte Ortiz
THE RIDER

The Department of Parking and Transportation Services is hosting a Kindness for Cans drive, which started on 
April 1 and continues through Thursday. Among the canned food items requested are vegetables, soup, tuna and 
chicken. 

Citlalli Torres/THE RIDER 

UTRGV Parking and 
Transportation Services, as 
part of Kindness for Cans, 
will remove one outstanding 
citation and its late fees for 
every 10 donations of new, 
undented cans with a clearly 

printed label until Thursday.
Kindness for Cans is an 

initiative that helps UTRGV 
students in need of food 
supplements by working with 
the Student Food Pantry to 
increase goods, according 
to Pablo Aguilar, director of 
Parking Services.

As of last Tuesday, Parking 

and Transportation Services 
had received about 150 
donations.

“We hope to collect at 
least 500 total donations 
before this initiative is done,” 
Aguilar said. “But, since this is 
something new, I can’t really 
tell yet.”

He said there is no limit as 

to the quantity of citations 
that can be removed from a 
student’s account, as long as 
they are current outstanding 
citations and fall between 
the qualifying citations list: 
displaying an expired decal, 
double or multiple parking, 
failure to display a current 
parking permit, improper 
zone parking, parking permit 
not properly affixed to a 
windshield, unpaid ticket at 
Luke pay stations in Lot B1 
and E4.

“The majority of the 
citations, the fee is $30 and, 
you know, some of them might 
incur late fees if students or 
employees don’t pay them on 
time,” Aguilar said. “Bringing 
in the canned food items … 
the citation and the fees will 
be dismissed.”

The citation forgiveness 
applies to university students, 
faculty, staff and visitors. 

“They will be able to donate 
and contribute to someone 
else’s citations or to their own 
citations,” Aguilar said. “We’ll 
take that into consideration, 
definitely with the appropriate 
donation, or if you just want 
to donate and you don’t have 
anybody in mind … we’ll just, 
you know, do a randomizer 
that will select outstanding 
citations.”

Jaime Richeson, program 

manager for Students Rights 
and Responsibilities, said 
Parking and Transportation 
Services pitched the idea to 
his office in March.

“I told them that we used 
to do something similar 
during Thanksgiving … back 
in the day when we were 
independent institutions 
and we would do [Food for 
Fines],” Richeson said. 

He said the citation 
forgiveness is a positive thing 
because students do not 
always have the money to pay 
for fines. 

Fabriano Mariscal, a 
kinesiology graduate student, 
said he will be donating to 
remove a citation he has 
pending. 

“Well, even if I didn’t, it 
would be a good thing if I did 
[donate], just to support the 
community,” Mariscal said. 
“Not everybody has the money 
for even just food, you know, 
so it’s good to just give back.” 

Appeals are made online 
at UTRGV’s Parking Portal 
within 10 calendar days 
after the citation was issued, 
according to the UTRGV 
website.

For more information 
on Kindness for Cans and 
the approved canned food 
items visit the Parking and 
Transportation website. 

getting better. So, hopefully, we have 
this tournament bigger but, probably,  
we will discuss next academic year. We 
will discuss … where it can happen and 
when, so everything has to be decided.”

Promoting female players is important 
to the UTRGV Chess Team because it 
helps women get scholarships, he said.

“There is a huge gap between  
female and male players receiving 
scholarships, and we wanted to change 
this situation,” Mista said. “For example, 
we have female players who are one 
of the best in their countries and they 
have been playing chess for years and  
they won many international 
tournaments.

“They couldn’t get any scholarships 
that they apply to. … They ask various 
chess programs, but UTRGV was the only 
one that offered the scholarships, and 
today, they continue their education.”

Shamatava, a graduate student and 
woman FIDE master, represented 
UTRGV at both Shining Chess Jewels 
Top 4 Tournaments so far and said the 
competition was strong.

“Almost everyone was a titled player,” 
she said. “So, they were, like, woman 
grandmasters. They were, like, woman 
international masters and woman  

FIDE masters.
“So, basically, the tournament was 

strong. Like, most of the players were 
higher rated than me.”

Saint Louis University earned first 
place at the event. UTRGV followed in 
second, winning its first two matches and 
losing only the final one.

Shamatava said playing collegiate 
chess is a “great opportunity” and she is 
thankful for opportunities provided by 
UTRGV.

“I’m getting a scholarship,” she said. 
“So I’m thankful that I can study. I 
can also play. So I think this is a great 
opportunity for everyone. So, every lady 
out there who plays chess and wants to 
also study, it’s just a perfect opportunity 
for them.”

Mista encourages all female players 
from the Rio Grande Valley to play 
chess and said the chess club’s in-person 
tournaments take place from 6 to 10 p.m. 
every Friday in the Student Union on the 
Brownsville campus and at the same time 
at MoonBeans Coffee, located at 5524 N. 
St. in McAllen.

“We will try to develop this project,” 
he said. “We would like to show that by 
playing chess, you can achieve a lot and 
you can finish your education. … We are 
here for them and we would like to give 
equal opportunities to all students. I 
would like to help them through chess.”

CHESS
Continued from Page 1
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ones who change from lane to 
lane when there’s really no space 
for their car on the lanes. They 
go for it without even thinking 
if there’s the chance of moving. 
I guess there’s no tomorrow for 
them. 

Now, traffic. I hate it so much. 
The time that I take coming 
from my house to the university 
when there’s not much traffic 
is around 45 to 50 minutes. 
However, when there’s traffic, 
it’s always more than that. Plus, 
there is always someone in 
traffic who is, again, texting and 
doesn’t pay attention to when 
traffic moves. 

I know that I shouldn’t be 
saying all of this because many 
people come to school from 
farther away cities. I’m sorry, I 
really hate driving. 

I am not saying I am the 
perfect driver, but at least I 
try to pay attention to what’s 
happening in my surroundings. 
If I ever have the opportunity,  
I will hire a chauffeur, so I  
won’t have to worry about all of 
this myself. 

legs are not proportioned right 
to my arms, but that makes it 
sound like I’m a T. rex trying to 
reach the steering wheel. Until 
I resolve that, I will have one 
good reason for throwing hate 
to driving. 

Also, what’s up with drivers? 
I can quickly recognize who 
wants to turn to the right or 
left or who is scared of driving 
because it shows. Sometimes, 
these drivers go extremely  
slow when the speed limit is 45 
mph. Why do y’all have to go at 
30 when it’s 45? If you want to 
turn around, turn on the lights, 
so I’ll know that you’re turning. 
Some people don’t even do that.

From one moment to the 
next, they’re turning and I am 
just confused. Where does that 
come from? Y’all know that 
some people are not paying 
attention when they drive, right? 
Some drivers are just texting the 
whole time they’re driving. 

If someone like that is 
behind a person who doesn’t 
signal others that they’ll turn, 
an accident could happen. I 
am scared of one day seeing 
something like that.

There are also the people 
opposite from the slow ones. 
The speed limit might be 45 
mph, and they want to go 
at 60 mph. Those drivers 
are the ones who don’t 
stop until they’re an inch 
distance from the car 
in front. They don’t fear 
anyone or anything on the road. 

Usually, these drivers are the 

4 Opinion

Long live the passenger princess

I hate driving. Usually, it 
is the only thing I don’t look 
forward to when I wake up in 
the morning. I don’t understand 
how some people like driving. I 
understand that the thrill excites 
some people, but not me.

I considered it a massive 
responsibility, and I don’t want 
to have that. I can take other 
responsibilities, such as paying 
the bills, cleaning the house, 
cooking, etc., but not that. No, 
thank you, I prefer being the 
passenger in the car and not 
having to worry about all the 
troubles that come from driving.

Apart from responsibility, my 
knee hurts whenever I drive. 
I know that it’s because the 
seat is not positioned right, yet 
I’ve tried to adjust it so many 
times before, and it never feels 
comfortable. 

I’m not sure if maybe my 

Andrea Flores
THE RIDER

“My opinion on that, I think 
honestly that’s a good thing, you 

know, ’cause sometimes, there’s not 
a good way to, like, kind of remove 

the citation and a lot of people 
really need food, you know. Some 
people are, obviously, they’re not 

financially stable, so I think giving, 
you know, students or just anyone 
that goes to school those 10 cans 

of food is a good reason. It’s a good 
opportunity to, like, better help 

those individuals. So, I think, that’s 
honestly a good thing.” 

“I think that’s really cool, 
’cause, like, that gives students 

an opportunity to address 
the situation from another 

perspective instead of just, like, 
paying the thing. So, I think, 
that’s a really clever idea for 

them to implement it that way. 
That’s what I think. I think it’s 

pretty cool.”

Soleil Dixie 
biology freshman 

Jacqueline de la Rosa
criminal justice junior

ILLUSTRATION BY ARIAEL ORTIZ

Andrea Flores is a mass 
communication freshman and a 

reporter for The Rider.

“I think that’s really cool. It’s 
kind of hard for some students to 
get parking permits, so they get 
citations pretty often. So for them 
to be able to turn in cans to get off 
a citation, I think it’s really nice of 
the campus to be able to do that.” 

“Pues no, si está bien padre en 
verdad, si ayuda mucho a los 
estudiantes que tienen, you know, 
citations y todo, y pues también le 
ayudaría mucho [a la gente] que 
necesita la comida, you know. Va 
a ser una donation. So, si se me 
hace padre”.

Renato Chavez 
English freshman 

Jared Cortez 
computer science junior
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El departamento de 
Estacionamiento y Transporte, 
como parte de su campaña 
Kindness for Cans, eliminará 
una multa y cargos de pago 
atrasado por cada 10 donaciones 
de latas nuevas, sin golpes y con 
etiqueta intacta, hasta el jueves.

Kindness for Cans es una 
iniciativa que ayuda a los 
estudiantes de UTRGV que 
tienen necesidad de productos 
alimenticios, en colaboración 
con El Banco de Alimentos 
Estudiantil para aumentar los 
ingresos, dijo Pablo Aguilar, 
director de la Oficina de 
Servicios de Estacionamiento.

Hasta el martes pasado, la 
oficina de estacionamiento 
ha recibido alrededor de 150 
donaciones. 

“Esperamos recolectar al 
menos 500 donaciones en 
total antes de que termine la 
iniciativa”, dijo Aguilar. “Pero 
dado de que es algo nuevo, no 
podemos decir todavía”. 

Aguilar dijo que no hay limite 
de cantidad de multas que 
pueden ser eliminadas de la 
cuenta del estudiante, siempre 
que sean multas vigentes y se 
encuentren en la lista de las 
multas que califican: exhibir 
una calcomanía vencida, doble 
o múltiple estacionamiento, 
no mostrar un permiso de 
estacionamiento vigente, 
estacionamiento en zona 

Productos enlatados por multas

El Departamento de Servicios de Estacionamiento y Transporte está organizando una campaña Kindness for Cans, 
que inició  el primero de abril y continúa hasta el jueves. El contenedor de reciclaje azul (derecha), ubicado dentro 
de la oficina de Servicios de Estacionamiento y Transporte en el campus de Brownsville, es donde la comunidad 
del campus puede donar productos enlatados. El departamento eliminará una multa de estacionamiento por cada 
10 latas de comida que la comunidad de el campus lleve a las instalaciones de Apoyo Académico 135 (Academic 
Support Facility) en el campus de Edinburg o a Vaquero Plaza 1.101A en el campus de Brownsville. 

Citlalli Torres/THE RIDER 
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inapropiada, permiso no 
adherido correctamente al 
parabrisas, multa sin pagar en 
las estaciones de pago Luke en 
las zonas B-1 y E-4.

“En la mayoría de las multas, 
la cuota es de $30 dólares 
y, ya sabes, algunas de ellas 
pueden generar cargos por pago 

atrasado si los estudiantes no 
pagan a tiempo”, dijo Aguilar. 
“Trayendo los alimentos 
enlatados … la multa y los 
cargos serán retirados”. 

El perdón de las multas se 
aplica a los estudiantes de 
la universidad, profesorado, 
personal y visitantes. 

“Podrán donar y contribuir 
a las multas propias o de otra 
persona”, dijo Aguilar. “Lo 
tomaremos en consideración, 
definitivamente con la donación 
apropiada, o si solo desea donar 
y no tiene a nadie en mente, 
simplemente, ya sabe, haremos 
una selección aleatoria de fines 

sobresalientes”. 
Jaime Richeson, gerente 

del programa de Derechos y 
Responsabilidades Estudiantiles, 
dijo que los Servicios de 
Estacionamiento y Transporte le 
presentaron la idea a su oficina 
en marzo. 

“Les dije que solíamos 
hacer algo similar durante 
el Día de Acción de Gracias, 
cuando éramos instituciones 
independientes y hacíamos la 
campaña [Food for Fines]”, dijo.

Richeson dijo que el perdón 
de las multas es algo positivo 
porque los estudiantes no 
siempre tienen el dinero para 
pagar las multas. 

Fabriano Mariscal, 
estudiante de posgrado en 
kinesiología, dijo que estará 
donando productos enlatados 
para retirar una multa que tiene 
pendiente. 

“Bueno, incluso si no lo 
hiciera, sería bueno que lo 
hiciera (donar), solo para 
ayudar a la comunidad”, dijo 
Mariscal. “No todos tienen 
dinero ni siquiera para comida, 
ya sabes, así que es bueno 
contribuir”.

Las apelaciones se realizan 
en línea en el Portal de 
Estacionamiento de UTRGV, 
dentro de 10 días de que se 
emitió la multa, según el sitio 
web de UTRGV. 

Para obtener más información 
sobre Kindness for Cans, visite 
Apelaciones UTRGV. 
--Traducido por Itzel Rivera



Aries-Many opportunities will start 
opening up in the coming weeks. Don’t 
stress over things not in your control. 
Learn how to accept and move onto 
the next. Soon you will land on what is 
meant for you and your heart will know 
it.  

Leo-After many weeks of hard work, a 
break is much needed. Take some time 
out this week to focus on something you 
enjoy doing. Be stress free by organizing 
your tasks in a timely manner and input 
that extra time into yourself. 

Sagittarius-Although you may be 
feeling on edge, remind yourself that it 
will get better. Meditate when necessary 
and vocalize positive affirmations to find 
peace in tough situations. What happens 
now will lead you to your future, so think 
ahead and never behind. 

Libra-This week you will be forced 
to think deeply about your emotions. 
Some old baggage will rise and cause 
you to face what you’ve been avoiding. 
Take this chance to surrender your 
heart and let go of what’s been 
holding you back. 

Gemini-Love is always something 
you ponder. Perhaps you have been 
looking in all the wrong places. The 
real question is have you tried looking 
for it within yourself? Once you truly 
have, you will start to attract the 
perfect relationship.

Aquarius-Learning to be intuitive 
with your heart will be highlighted this 
week. As an air sign, you tend to rely 
on facts and logic, leaving your feelings 
out of it. A decision will have to be made 
this coming week and the universe 
is guiding you to listen to your heart.  

Scorpio-Oftentimes, you find yourself 
in situations you regret. In order to 
avoid this, try keeping your circle small 
and distance yourself from people you 
don’t trust. Make any future decisions 
that are beneficial toward your goals 
and future. 

Pisces-Now is the time to be honest 
and straightforward about your 
feelings toward someone. Don’t miss 
your chance by waiting it out to see 
what happens. Take initiative and 
communicate your way through. You 
never know what the outcome will be.

Cancer-Misunderstandings can lead 
to dramatic endings. Be sure to be clear 
and open about your stance. Allow 
others to express any feelings in order 
to find a solution. Don’t let good things 
end for silly reasons. Instead, fight for 
what is worth it.

Taurus-Embrace yourself by being 
social and voice any ideas you have. 
Encourage your heart to be free and 
available to help others in need. Sign 
up for community events near you to 
express gratitude. After all, it is an 
ideal time to get involved with others. 

Virgo-Consider investing in your 
future by buying long-term items or 
saving money. Having a backup plan to 
secure yourself is an important quality 
to have. Always think about yourself 
and where you’d be in a year or so to 
determine if it is right for you. 

Capricorn-Take some time out to 
hang out with friends and grab a bite. 
Having conversations to discuss how 
you’ve been feeling is what you need. 
Take a breath and relax your mind 
when you are feeling overwhelmed.

Last week’s puzzle  
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Discover ‘Uncovered Spaces’
Fatima Gamez Lopez

SPANISH EDITOR

“Uncovered Spaces,” a community-
based art exhibit that aims to expand 
people’s understanding of the power 
of art, is underway at the International 
Museum of Art and Science (IMAS) in 
McAllen.

The exhibit, which focuses on female 
and LGBTQIA+ artists, was created in 
collaboration with the UTRGV Center 
for Latin American Arts.

The show is directed by Katherine 
Moore McAllen, director of the Center 
for Latin American Arts and assistant 
professor of art history in the School of 
Art & Design, and curated by Raheleh 
Filsoofi, an assistant professor at 
Vanderbilt University.

The 14 artists participating in the 
exhibition are interdisciplinary artist 
Maria Magdalena Campos-Pons, artist 
Wendy Red Star, Mexican American 
artist Margarita Cabrera, Associate 
Professor of Art at Vanderbilt 
University Vensa Pavlović, mixed 
media and video performance artist 
Jana Harper, multimedia artist 
Melissa Potter, multidisciplinary 
artist Daisy Patton, textile-focused 
visual artist Erika Diamond, ceramic 
artist Lauren Sandler, visual artist 
Linda Behar, interdisciplinary artist 
Zac Thompson, Colombian American 
artist Natalia Arbelaez, Mexican artist 
María Fernanda Barrero and Assistant 
Professor of African and African 

American Art at Vanderbilt University 
Rebecca VanDiver.

“Uncovered Spaces” opened on 
March 26 and continues through July 
10 at the IMAS.

“The purpose of the exhibition is to 
bring leading contemporary artists 
from the U.S. and Latin America to 
McAllen,” McAllen said.

She said students and the community 
can enjoy “contemporary art with 
a message of empowering women 
and providing a safe space for young 
LGBTQ artists.”

“Art lovers [can] enjoy art and 
appreciate the creative expression 
of identity through the medium 
of painting, sculpture, video art, 
mixed media, art, printmaking and 
photography,” McAllen said.

She said the expectations she has for 
the exhibition are concentrated in the 
community.

“The expectations are to create a 
community-based art exhibition where 
our community engages with the art 
and helps to expand our understanding 
of the power of art to inspire and 
also help rethink stereotypes and  
create more diversity and inclusion,” 
McAllen said.

English junior Karina Martínez said 
it is important for exhibits to showcase 
a variety of artists.

“I think it’s important because it 
showcases, you know, people who 
aren’t seen all the time,” Martínez said. 
“They are able to not necessarily have 

Environmental science sophomore Cindy Saenz admires “Apsáalooke Feminist # 1,” by Wendy 
Red Star, at the “Uncovered Spaces” exhibit in the International Museum of Art & Science in 
McAllen. 

Abigail Ollave/THE RIDER

a voice but [they are] able to showcase 
who they are through their art.”

She said art is a form of  
communication that helps artists share 
their own story. 

“Art has a way with its own words 
using, you know, like, the strokes of 
a brush, you know, or even the colors 
that an artist uses,” Martínez said. “So, 
it’s definitely a form of communication 
through, like, their own language.”

Curatorial Assistant Rajaa Yeazji-
Ayoubi said the exhibition is a great 
opportunity to learn more about the 
artists.

“This would create an environment 
to, like, communicate, and share 
thoughts, share artistic art techniques 
and ways of how they use their art to 
to express or grow awareness on these 
issues,” Yeazji-Ayoubi said. 

McAllen encourages students and 
the community to become involved in 
the making of art. 

“Uncovered Spaces” is inviting 
high school art students from the 
Brownsville Independent School 
District and IDEA Public Schools to 
come to the IMAS and put together an 

See SPACES, Page 8
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Athlete of the Week:  
Yashawn Hamilton

Junior Yashawn Hamilton has been 
competing in track and field since he was 
a freshman in 2019. He has competed in 
indoor and outdoor track. In 2021, he 
won the Western Athletic Conference 
championship and earned All-WAC 
First Team honors—the fourth fastest 
in program history. In the same year, he 
also earned the All-WAC Second Team 
honors.

Q: When did you start track and 
field?
A: “I started track and field when I was 
about 5 years old, and the reason why I 
started track and field is mainly because 
[of] my dad. So, basically, I’m following 
in my dad’s footsteps. My dad was a 
student [and played in leagues] over here 
as well. He came from Jamaica and came 
here. So, basically, I’m following in my 
dad’s footsteps, but he played soccer.”
Q: What has been your favorite 
place to travel with the team?
A: “I would say my favorite place to 
travel with the team is Idaho … because 
of the scenery with the mountains and 
the snow.”
Q: What are you most proud of?
A: “I am most proud of myself … mainly 
because of where I’m coming from. The 
type of person I am now, you know, 
because if I look at myself two years [or] 
five years back, I wouldn’t have seen 
myself here, but I’m very happy that I’m 
here now.”
Q: Where is your favorite place to 
eat?
A: “It’s not a very great place for 
an athlete, but my favorite place is 
Whataburger.”
Q: If you could have any job in 
the world, regardless of pay, what 
would it be?
A: “My dream job is to be a doctor. I 
would like to be a doctor because I love 
to help people.”
Q: What do you think is the most 
important part of being an athlete?
A: “The most important part of being an 
athlete is what you do on the outside. You 
can do so much at practice, and what you 
do on the outside is the most important, 
but if you don’t go home [and] take care 
of yourself [and] get rest as our coach 
tells us … everything that you do in 
practice will be down the drain.”
--Compiled by Landon Burns

New coach, same strive 
for WAC championship

Omar E. Zapata
THE RIDER

Omar E. Zapata/THE RIDER PHOTOS

New UTRGV Women’s Soccer head coach Mark Foster instructs the team on what they will be doing for shooting drills last Tuesday at the  
UTRGV Soccer and Track & Field Complex. “It’s been really good to be here,” Foster said. “Everybody has been so welcoming. And the girls  
have been brilliant to work with. They’ve put a lot of work in and they’re showing some really good quality. I’m excited to get to know  
them better as players and people.”

Newly hired women’s soccer head 
coach Mark Foster hopes he can replicate 
his success at the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock at UTRGV, bringing along 
former assistant head coach Audra 
Larson to help achieve it. 

Hired March 18, Foster spent the last 
four seasons (2018-21)  at Little Rock. 
After winning the school’s first-ever Sun 
Belt Conference in 2018 and first-ever 
appearance in the NCAA Tournament, 
he hopes he can do the same at UTRGV. 

“It’s been really good to be here,” Foster 
said. “Everybody has been so welcoming. 
And the girls have been brilliant to work 
with. They’ve put a lot of work in and 
they’re showing some really good quality. 
I’m excited to get to know them better as 
players and people.” 

Foster said relationships are “massive” 
to him and upon deciding to take the 
head coaching job, his connection with 
Vice President and Athletics Director 
Chasse Conque was one of the reasons 
for it. 

”He wants every program to be as good 
as it can be,” he said. “And he wants to 
support … that kind of support. Gosh, you 
can’t beat it. That doesn’t exist at all in 
some schools and all athletic departments 
aren’t like that. So, we’re lucky to have an 
athletic director like that.”

This is the second time Conque has 
hired Foster for a head coaching job, as 
he hired Foster at Little Rock in 2018.

Foster said they want to bring UTRGV 
its first-ever Western Athletic Conference 
championship. 

”It’s not very often in your career, 
maybe ever, you get to hire somebody 
twice,” Conque said. “Very familiar with 
Mark, know how he leads, know how 
he treats his young ladies and what he’s 
about as a person and as a coach.” 

Another Little Rock Trojan to join  
the Vaqueras is Assistant Head Coach 
Audra Larson. 

“I’m really excited,” Larson said. “The 
weather’s wonderful, you know, just to 
be a part of this athletic department, 
it’s something really special. … Really 
excited to work with coach Foster again. 
I’ve worked alongside him for four years, 

won a championship and really excited to 
do something special here.” 

Spending the last four seasons at Little 
Rock as well, Larson’s primary focus was 
on goalkeepers as she played goalie for 
Messiah University. She set an NCAA 
record for men’s and women’s soccer 
with 68 career shutouts.

“I’ll be responsible for the goalkeepers 
here as well,” Larson said. “And then 
assisting and helping coach Foster 
and coach Alyssa [Gregory] with other 
aspects of the program. So I’m excited 
to get to work with the goalkeepers. … 
There’s a ton of massive potential with 
them.”

Honored that she decided to come to 
UTRGV with him, Foster said Larson 
believes in what they can achieve here 
with the Vaqueras and will certainly 
make the team better. 

Conque said Larson’s playing at a high 
level in her collegiate career will benefit 
the women’s soccer team. 

“We got a package deal,” he said. “I’m 
really excited and fortunate that they 
believed in us and wanted to do it again.” 

Asked what experiences he will bring 
from being the head coach at Little 
Rock to UTRGV, Foster replied, “My 
philosophy hasn’t really changed. At 
Little Rock, I tried to always make it 

about the players and tell them it’s more 
than winning some soccer games. I think 
this group is already starting to respond 
to it and they’re excited for the future.”

Foster described his coaching style  
as being patient but passionate at the 
same time. 

“I want to be a coach that is passionate 
and brings that joy, and can inspire 
players to enjoy the game and … take the 
fear out of it,” he said. 

Junior defender Marcy Garza told 
The Rider she and the team have really 
enjoyed the first two weeks of practice 
with Foster. 

“We’ve all been really putting in a lot of 
work,” the Brownsville native said. “And 
he’s helped to motivate us and, like, get 
prepared for what he expects in the fall.” 

Asked what Foster has focused on 
with the team for its first several weeks 
of practice, Garza replied, “I think our 
main focus has been our mentality 
and growing as a team with unity and  
drive and, really, just working as 
individuals. Because he’s been teaching 
us that, as we work on ourselves and 
compete to better ourselves, that’s when 
it’ll be easier in games for us to compete 
as a team, especially in the fall, when 
we start working towards our team 
formation and season.” 

UTRGV Women’s Soccer head coach Mark Foster gives advice to sophomore defender Sydney 
Hammond last Tuesday at the UTRGV Soccer and Track & Field Complex. 

EDGAR DELAGARZA/TAMUCC

Sports
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art exhibition, McAllen said. 
“So, our alumni, who 

used to study at UTRGV and 
receive their degrees, are 
now teachers in the school 
system in the Brownsville 
ISD and also IDEA schools,” 
she said. “Our teachers are 
working with their students 
now to invite the high school 
students to come and have an 
art exhibition at the IMAS, 
and that will be opening May 
19.”

The Center for Latin 
American Arts YouTube 
channel will feature a talk by 
Harper, associate professor 
of the practice of art at 
Vanderbilt University College 
of Arts and Science, about her 
artwork and experiences.

Yeazji-Ayoubi said 
“Uncovered Spaces” offered 
different workshops to the 
students and community.

“There [was] actually a 
workshop in Brownsville,” 
she said.  “It [was] a painting 
workshop … with the artist 

Daisy Patton. There was also a 
... roundtable with the artists 
from the exhibition to share 
thoughts on their art and then 
also give feedback [to] other 
students’ work from UTRGV.”

The painting workshop will 
also be available on the Center 
for Latin American Arts 
YouTube channel.

From May 19 to July 10, 
“Uncovered Spaces” will 
host “Student Crossroads: 
Contemplating Uncovered 
Spaces,” curated by UTRGV 
Master of Fine Arts alumni 
Cristina Correa and Fatima 
Lai, which presents works 
by high school art students 
from Weslaco, San Juan and 
Brownsville at the IMAS.

The museum, located at 
1900 W. Nolana Ave. in 
McAllen, is open from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday and from 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday.

Admission is $3, and $1 
for children ages 4 through 
12. Tickets can be purchased 
online or in person.

For more information, visit 
its website or call 681-2800.

SPACES
Continued from Page 6

transported to a local hospital after the accident. 
Brad Burkes, a pastor at Embassy of the Spirit 

church, told The Rider he passed by the collision 
and witnessed two doors slammed in on one of the 
vehicles.

In an interview with The Rider after the meeting, 
Garcia said accidents such as the one on April  
1 could be prevented with the installation of a  
traffic light. 

Morrison Road is a major corridor that connects 

Interstate 69 and FM 3248 and for this reason, 
the project was prioritized, according to agenda 
documents.

The project will be constructed under the 2014 
Standard Specifications for Construction and 
Maintenance of Highways and Streets and Bridges. 

The project consists of furnishing and installing 
all materials and equipment necessary to construct a 
whole actuated traffic signal system.

The materials for the traffic light are estimated to 
arrive in six months.

From the date of delivery, the installation will take 
30 to 60 days, according to Garcia. 

CITY
Continued from Page 1
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Environmental Science sophomore Cindy Saenz reads more on the collection “Passages of Absence” by Natalia 
Albelaez and its historical and cultural significance to Colombian passages. The collection is part of the “Uncovered 
Spaces” exhibit on display until July 10 at the International Museum of Art & Science in McAllen.

Abigail Ollave/THE RIDER

Doroteo Garcia Jr.
Assistant City engineer
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