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In recent interviews, 
UTRGV President Guy Bailey 
and Vice President and 
Director of Athletics Chasse 
Conque said they are not 
aware of a specific date for the 
University of Texas System 
Board of Regents’ vote on the 
proposed Athletics Fee.

UTRGV students voted Nov. 
10 to approve an increase to 
the Athletics Fee, which would 
allow for the creation of a 
football team, two marching 
bands, expansion of the spirit 
program and a new natatorium 
for the swimming and diving 
teams in collaboration with 
the City of Pharr.

In a Nov. 11, 2021, news 
release, the Athletics 
Department stated the 
regents’ vote on the fee 
increase would happen in 

Athletics Fee 
update
Reprinted from utrgvrider.com
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Counties’ response to first monkeypox cases

Last week, Cameron 
County Public Health and the 
Hidalgo County Health and 
Human Services Department 
each received confirmation 
of its first monkeypox case. 
Both individuals are in home 
isolation and being monitored 
by health officials, according 
to news releases by both 
counties.

“Privacy laws preclude 
releasing many details of this 
case, other than it is suspected 
to be travel related,” according 
to the Aug. 22 Hidalgo County 
news release. “The gender 

and age range of the individual 
cannot be revealed at this time.” 

In Cameron County, the 
individual did not report recent 
travel and developed lesions and 
minor symptoms before testing. 

Both counties began contact 
tracing to determine who 
might have been exposed to 
initiate the process of getting 
those most at risk vaccinated.

Asked about the status of 
the individual, Esmeralda 
Guajardo, Cameron County 
health administrator, replied, 
“Based on the information 
that we’re receiving from 
the individual, they’re 
generally healthy and they’re 
recovering.” 

Guajardo said the county 
suspects that the monkeypox 
case was community-based. 

“Somehow, this person was 
exposed in the community 
because there’s been very 
little travel,” she said.  
“And so there’s potential that 
there’s going to be additional 
cases that come out. Do I 
think it’s going to be to an 
extent that it’s very alarming? 
Potentially not, and, of course, 
hopefully not. But we do 
expect that there may be some 
other cases at some point.”

Vaccines are available for 
individuals who have been 
exposed or may be likely to get 
monkeypox, according to the 

With an estimated 
5,757 students, the 
incoming class for 

the Fall 2022 semester will be 
the largest to date at UTRGV, 
university officials say.

Last fall, enrollment was 
about 5,439 incoming students, 
according to Maggie Hinojosa, 
UTRGV senior vice president 
for Strategic Enrollment and 
Student Affairs.

The preliminary total number 
of undergraduate and graduate 
students enrolled this fall is 
31,946. 

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, higher education 
was disrupted and numbers 
were skewed from 2020 to 
2021, Hinojosa said.

“It was really difficult to 
recruit,” she said about the 2020 
and 2021 fall semesters. “We 
couldn’t get into the high schools. 
So, our typical recruitment cycle 
resumed this year.”

Despite projections from 
2019, Fall 2022 enrollment is 
higher than expected.

Hinojosa attributes the high 
enrollment numbers to a team 
effort among Enrollment, 
Student Success, the Advising 
Department and the Recruitment 

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention website.

The CDC website states 
these individuals include 

those who are aware that 
one of their sexual partners 
in the past two weeks has 

Largest freshman class in UTRGV history

Abbott agrees to ‘one and only’ debate with O’Rourke

More than two months  
before the Nov. 8 elections, 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
accepted a debate with 
Democratic challenger Beto 
O’Rourke that will take place 
Sept. 30 on the UTRGV campus 
in Edinburg.

Fatima Gamez Lopez
SPANISH EDITOR

The governor’s campaign 
announced Aug. 9 that Abbott, 
a Republican who is serving his 
second term in office, accepted 
an invitation from Nexstar 
Media Group, America’s largest 
local television and media 
company, to debate O’Rourke 
in the Rio Grande Valley. 

The candidates will meet  
for an hourlong debate Sept. 

30 at UTRGV, according to  
the website.

“Great to see that Abbott has 
finally agreed to join me for a 
debate,” O’Rourke stated in an 
Aug. 9 tweet. “Looking forward 
to holding him accountable for 
his indefensible record during 
three town hall-style debates 
across the state where we’ll both 

Cheerleaders Vanessa Barnett (left) and Anjanette Aguado hype up the crowd during Vaquero Roundup last 
Wednesday on the Student Union lawn on the Brownsville campus.

STRONG START



Aug. 17
11:52 a.m.: 
A UTRGV 
e m p l o y e e 
reported that 

she sent a co-
worker to retrieve 

Samsung tablets 
from an office, but the 

devices were not found. She said 
several employees have access to the 
office, and she has not checked to see 
if they were taken or moved. The case 
is pending investigation.
3:11 p.m.: A UTRGV officer 
responded to the Science Complex 
on the Edinburg campus in reference 
to an ill woman. The woman said she 
had a headache and was feeling dizzy 
after working outside in the heat 
for some time. Emergency medical 
services arrived at the location and 
transported the woman to the hospital 
for treatment.
Aug. 18
9:55 a.m.: A UTRGV officer 
conducted a traffic stop for expired 
motor vehicle registration. A driver’s 
license check revealed an active 
misdemeanor traffic warrant from  
the City of Edinburg Municipal 

Court. The driver was arrested and 
transported to the Edinburg Police 
Department for booking. 
5:09 p.m.: An employee reported 
a suspicious man sitting outside the 
Math and Science Academy entrance 
on the Edinburg campus. The man, 
who is a UTRGV student, had been 
previously advised to stay away from 
the area. An officer arrived and asked 
the student to leave the area. Elements 
for a criminal offense were not met. 
The case is pending administrative 
disciplinary review by Student Rights 
and Responsibilities.
Aug. 19
9:23 a.m.: An elderly male patient 
reported ongoing physical and 
verbal abuse by a family member 
to a UT Health employee. The man 
was medically assessed at the clinic 
and Adult Protective Services was 
contacted. The man was accepted into 
a temporary shelter. The case is under 
investigation.
11:14 a.m.: A UTRGV employee  
made arrangements to sell a personal cell 
phone through Facebook Marketplace 
and met the buyer in the Harlingen 
campus parking lot. After the exchange, 
the staff member realized the cash they 

received for the cell phone was fake.
Aug. 22
1:08 p.m.: An employee reported  
the passenger side mirror of her 
car had been damaged while on the 
Harlingen campus. After reviewing 
the video from the closed-circuit TV, 
it was determined that the vehicle 
arrived on campus with the side 
mirror already damaged.
1:14 p.m.: A student reported  
that she had been having issues with  
a non-affiliated woman via social media 
while off campus. An information 
report was taken for documentation 
purposes.
Aug. 23
8:26 a.m.: An Edinburg employee 
reported the basket had been taken off 
her bicycle while it was secured at the 
bike rack outside the Science Complex 
on the Edinburg campus. The case is 
under investigation. 
Aug. 24
12:51 a.m.: UTRGV police officers 
conducted a stop on a vehicle for a 
traffic violation. A field investigation 
led the officer to believe that the  
non-affiliated man was intoxicated. 
The driver was transported to the 
Edinburg Municipal Jail where he 

provided a breath sample, which was 
found to be under the legal blood 
alcohol content limit of 0.08. The  
man was released without further 
incident. During a vehicle search,  
an unknown white powdery substance 
suspected to be narcotics was located 
inside the vehicle. The substance will 
be sent to the Department of Public 
Safety lab for further testing. The case 
is under investigation.
2:54 p.m.: A witness informed 
UTRGV police that a non-affiliated 
woman was riding an electric scooter 
when the scooter broke, causing the 
woman to fall and hit the pavement. 
The officer made contact with the 
injured woman, who reported 
minor injuries. The woman declined 
emergency medical services.
4:32 p.m.: UTRGV police officers 
responded to a small fire inside a 
dormitory in Heritage Hall on the 
Edinburg campus. It was found that 
the fire originated from an electronic 
device that had been charging. A 
student said he quickly put out the 
fire when it started. The Edinburg Fire 
Department responded and cleared 
the building for reentry.
--Compiled by Teresita Dominguez
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The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between Aug. 17 and 24.

August 29, 2022
THE RIDER

Today
Info Depots 
Student Activities 
and the Student 

Union will host 
Info Depots from 8 

a.m. to 2 p.m. today and Tuesday in the 
Student Union on both the Edinburg and 
Brownsville campuses. There will be free 
food and other items at the depots. RSVP 
on V Link. 
Fraternity General Meeting 
Tau Kappa Epsilon-Kappa 
Beta Chapter will host a general 
meeting from 6 to 7 p.m. in the 
University Center on the Edinburg 
campus. 
Join the Hive
Kappa Delta Chi Sorority-Alpha 
Beta will host “Join the Hive” fall 
recruitment from 4 to 6 p.m. in Student 
Academic Center Room 1.101 on the 
Edinburg campus and from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Interdisciplinary 
Academic Building on the Brownsville 
campus. Attendees may paint with 
existing members of the sorority and 
receive free items. RSVP on V Link. 
What’s the Buzz About? 
Kappa Delta Chi Sorority-Alpha 
Beta will host “What’s the Buzz 
About?” from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the 
Student Union South Patio (A) on the 
Edinburg campus and from 10 a.m. to 
noon Tuesday on the Student Union 
lawn on the Brownsville campus. 
Attendees will learn more about 
the sorority. Refreshments will 
be available while supplies last. For 
more information, email aphabeta.
recruitment@kappadeltachi.org. RSVP 
on V Link. 

K.I.S.S. General Meeting 
The Korean International Student 
Society will host a general meeting 
from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. and from 5 to 
6:15 p.m. in the Education Complex on 
the Edinburg campus. The group will 
meet at the same times every day 
through Thursday. RSVP on V Link. 
Tuesday 
The Stomp 
Student Activities, the Center for 
Student Involvement and Student 
Media will host The Stomp from 1 to 
4 p.m. in the Texas Southmost College 
Recreation Center in Brownsville 
and at the same time Thursday in 
the University Recreation Center on 
the Edinburg campus. Attendees will 
receive free food and other items 
during the event. RSVP on V Link. 
Texas Rising Lotería Night
Texas Rising RGV will host Lotería 
Night from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
Student Union on both campuses. 
Participants will learn about the group, 
discuss upcoming events and receive 
free prizes. For more information, 
email mireya.garcia04@utrgv.org. 
First Impressions Fashion Show 
The Career Center will host a  
First Impressions Fashion 
Show from noon to 1 p.m. in Salón 
Cassia in the Main Building on the 
Brownsville campus and at the same 
time in the Student Union on the 
Edinburg campus. Attendees will be 
shown a demonstration on the do’s 
and don’ts of professional attire. All 
clothing modeled are items from 
the UTRGV Career Closet. For 
more information, visit utrgv.edu/
WelcomeWeek. 

Wednesday 
Graphic Thoughts-Character Design 
The University Library will host its 
graphic thoughts presentation from 
5 to 6 p.m. via Zoom. RSVP on V Link. 
Student Org. Meet and Greet
The Center for Student 
Involvement and Involvement 
Ambassadors will host a Student 
Org. Meet & Greet from noon to 
1:30 p.m. in the University Center 
CSI Office on the Edinburg campus. 
Attendees will receive free food. 
RSVP on V Link. 
UTRGV Day 
As part of Welcome Week, UTRGV 
will celebrate its 7-year anniversary 
from 8:20 to 10 a.m. in the Ballroom 
on the Edinburg campus, from  
11 a.m. to noon in the McAllen Rio 
Bank 5th Floor Conference Room, 
from 1 to 2 p.m. in the Harlingen 
Clinical Education Building Lobby 
and from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in the  
PlainsCapital Bank El Gran Salón on 
the Brownsville campus. Attendees 
will receive a free T-shirt, cupcake 
and drink while supplies last. For 
more information, email Events@
UTRGV.edu. 
Thursday 
Involvement Ambassadors 
Involvement Ambassadors, 
Center for Student Involvement, 
University Recreation and 
Student Activities will host a meet-
up with the Involvement Ambassadors 
from noon to 1 p.m. in the University 
Recreation Center on the Edinburg 
campus. Attendees will receive free 
food and other items during the 
event. RSVP on V Link. 

Library Q&A and Tour 
The University Library will host 
the UTRGV Library Collection 
Development for a website tour 
and Q&A for faculty from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. via Zoom. RSVP on V Link. 
Friday 
Student Org. Meet & Greet 
The Center for Student 
Involvement and Involvement 
Ambassadors will host a Student 
Org. Meet & Greet from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. in Cavalry Hall on the 
Brownsville campus. Attendees will 
receive free food. RSVP on V Link. 
Sweet as can Bee! 
Kappa Delta Chi Sorority-Alpha 
Beta will host “Sweet as can Bee” 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Music, 
Science and Learning Center on the 
Brownsville campus and from 3 to 5 
p.m. in the Student Academic Center 
on the Edinburg campus. Attendees 
can decorate cookies alongside 
other members of the sorority. Supplies 
will be provided while they last. For 
more information, email alphabeta.
recruitment@kappadeltachi.org. 
RSVP on V Link. 
Ongoing 
Fall Back into Fitness Challenge 
University Recreation is hosting 
its “Fall Back into Fitness 
Challenge” through Nov. 18 on 
the Edinburg campus. All UREC 
resources are available for use. 
The participant who loses the most 
body fat percentage wins a prize. 
The challenge is free to all UREC 
members. Registration is available on 
the UTRGV events calendar. 
--Compiled by Daynara Gutierrez 



State Sen. Juan “Chuy” 
Hinojosa (D-McAllen), and state 
Representatives  Oscar  Longoria 
(D-Mission) and  Armando 
Martinez (D-Weslaco) discussed 
priorities for the 88th legislative 
session concerning Rio Grande 
Valley constituents. 

The Texas Tribune held the 
“Inside the Interim with Rio 
Grande Valley Lawmakers” 
event from noon to 1 p.m. last 
Wednesday at the Doctors 
Hospital at Renaissance 
Conference Center in 
Edinburg. People could 
attend in-person or watch the 
event remotely. 

Texas Tribune CEO 
Evan Smith moderated the 
conversation. 

Smith first asked the 
legislators their opinion 
on the trigger law that 
took effect last Thursday, 
making abortion illegal and 
punishable in the state of 
Texas. All three legislators 
voted against the law. 

“Frankly, I don’t agree with 
an absolute ban,” Longoria 
said. “I think you need to really 
look at it in a broader scope. I 

UTRGV President Guy Bailey 
and other distinguished guests 
spoke about issues facing 
Hispanic students, both within 
Texas and the university, during 
the “Serving Hispanic Students 
in Texas” event held last  
Tuesday at the PlainsCapital 
Bank El Gran Salón on the 
Brownsville campus. 

The event was a partnership 
with The Texas Tribune 
media organization and was 
moderated by Tribune CEO 
Evan Smith. On the stage 
with Bailey were Juliet V. 
García, former president 
of the University of Texas 
at Brownsville and current 

UTRGV communication 
professor, and Jacob Fraire, 
director of policy and strategy 
at the Diana Natalicio Institute 
for Hispanic Student Success 
at the University of Texas at  
El Paso.

The panel discussed issues 
of university funding, the 
short and long-term goals for 
Hispanic students at UTRGV, 
concerns of mental health on 
campus, student housing and 
other topics.

One of the primary concerns 
were issues that disportionately 
affect Hispanic students. 

“There [is a] lack of 
knowledge and lack of networks 
that exist predominantly 
among Hispanic Americans,” 
Fraire said. “Because they do 

not have someone in their 
[family] nucleus unit that has 
been to a college education.” 

Bailey agreed.
“There is just an informal 

base of knowledge that [first-
generation students] don’t have 
access to and that just makes 
your journey easier,” he said. 
“What [administration has] to do 
is provide support mechanisms 
for students to help them.”

For all three panelists, the 
solution was providing resources 
for disadvantaged students to 
be able to succeed. The solution 
needed to be found outside of  
the classroom.

“The question is ‘What can 
I create on a campus that 
changes the environment that 
then propels [the students]  
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Event addresses goals for Hispanic students

UTRGV President Guy Bailey shared the school rankings and the support the university gives its students to ensure 
graduation. Bailey was part of the “Serving Hispanic Students in Texas” panel last Tuesday at the PlainsCapital Bank 
El Gran Salón on the Brownsville campus.

Interim with RGV lawmakers
Local Texas legislators discuss issues concerning the RGV, state

mean, there’s definitely some 
instances where you have to 
kind of examine it.” 

During the question and 
answer portion, The Rider 
asked about the legislators’ 
support for the sales tax 
repeal on feminine hygiene 
products, which all three 
legislators agreed they 
supported. 

Longoria said other 
legislators support the tax 
repeal so its chances of being 
effective is likely.   

Regarding the lost revenue 
on the sales tax, Hinojosa 
said the revenue would not be 
affected.

“The taxes are part of the 
whole overall budget of the 
state of Texas, so it’s not set 
aside for anything particular,” 
he said.

Another topic was that 
of gun laws and the Uvalde 
shooting, which took place 
May 24 at Robb Elementary 
School.

Hinojosa said they look 
forward to introducing bills in 
the next session for gun safety 
laws, such as raising the age 
rate for buying a military 
assault weapon to 21 years 
old. 

Longoria elaborated on this 
issue. 

“The fact that you can be 18 
and buy an assault rifle, but 

you can’t buy a handgun is 
definitely a question that we 
really need to ask ourselves,” 
he said. 

Longoria also said that an 
absolute ban is practically 

Moderator Evan Smith (from left), CEO of The Texas Tribune; State Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa (D-McAllen) and 
state Repsentatives Oscar Longoria (D-Mission) and Armando Martinez (D-Weslaco) participate in the Texas 
Tribune “Inside the Interim with Rio Grande Valley Lawmakers” event last Wednesday at the Doctors Hospital at 
Renaissance Conference Center in Edinburg. The lawmakers discussed priorities for the 88th legislative session 
concerning the Rio Grande Valley constituents. 

See RGV, Page 10

to that graduation goal?’” 
García asked. 

Bailey gave an example 
of a practice that UTRGV 
implemented for the benefit of 
first-generation students.

“[Jobs] has been a big focus 
for us,” he said. “Having [the 
students] work on campus 
is building a community of 
support. That’s the single 
most important thing I think 
you can do for our students.”

The hope is that by 
providing these opportunities 
and support systems for 
students they will reach their 
ultimate goal: graduation. 

“For many of our students, 
the degree itself is the key to 
the future, for themselves, 
for their families,” Bailey 
said. “Think about the level 
of poverty here. Think about 
what a college degree can do 
for students coming out of 
that.”

Regarding the long-term 
goals of the university for 
Hispanic students, Bailey said 
the “most important thing is 
for [students] to graduate and 
be successful in life.”

Issues that affect UTRGV as 
a Hipanic-serving institution 
were also discussed as part of 

the panel.
“I like to say we are a 

Hispanic institution,” Bailey 
said. “The vast majority, 
around 90% of our students 
are [Hispanic], so everything 
we do is really geared towards 
our population. That really 
differentiates us from a 
university serving maybe a 25 
or 30% Hispanic population.”

García also spoke of the 
challenges affecting a majority 
of the Hispanic student 
population. 

“Everything has been a 
fight, and just to remind us 
of that, it still is,” she said. 
“We are different in the fact 
that we have had neglect and 
lack of opportunity. We are 
catching up.”

Bailey addressed plans for 
the future of the institution. 

“One of the goals that we 
also have is to produce the 
future faculty members, the 
future admission leaders [of 
UTRGV],” he said. 

Bailey also spoke about the 
long-term goals for UTRGV 
“to be seen as the Valley’s 
university, and an asset to the 
Valley.”
--Daniela Martinez Salazar 
contributed to this report.



information on Facebook, 
which might have some 
effect on who his friends 
are. Or it could be as large as 
former U.S. President Donald 
Trump claiming the 2020 
Presidential Election was 
stolen. That claim had a large 
ripple effect, from election 
workers being harassed in 
Arizona and facing death 
threats to a violent attempt to 
overthrow the government. 

This lie has catapulted 
this age of spreading 
misinformation and making 
the truth subjective. 

Hundreds of Republican 
officeholders and primary 
winners have accepted this and 
other false claims as the truth. 

A crusader of this movement 
is U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene (R-Georgia), who 
has tweeted that COVID-19 
vaccines cause deaths and 
that the Democratic Party 
is involved with Satanism. 
Greene is also among the 
handful of GOP officeholders 
who believed QAnon theories, 
but later said doing so is 
something she regrets. 

QAnon is a conspiracy 

Omar E. Zapata
 A+E REPORTER

In an age when technology 
gives us endless amounts of 
information at our fingertips, 
it has never been easier for 
humans to gather so much 
knowledge but also spread 
inaccurate information. 

Being a journalist means 
bringing unbiased and fair 
news to people. We gather 
information, talk to our 
sources and present the 
accurate facts, quotes and 
events to the people and 
then let them decide how 
they want to interpret it. But, 
nowadays, the truth isn’t 
black and white anymore, as 
the truth can be subjective 
and interpreted differently. 

It is hard to provide the 
truth to someone who denies 
visible facts and decides what 
their own truth is. 

Misinformation and 
disinformation happen every 
day and come in all shapes 
and forms. 

It could be as small as 
your tío reposting inaccurate 

theory originating from 
posts on the website 4chan 
in October 2017, according 
to Britannica.com. The 
conspiracy theory is that 
Trump was waging a secret war 
against satanic cannibalistic 
pedophiles within Hollywood, 
the Democratic Party and the 
so-called “deep state” within 
the United States. 

QAnon candidates are on 
ballots in 26 states, according 
to a GRID news series 
examining QAnon influence 
on American politics.

Watching all of these 
politicians and movements 
occur in other states and 
away from South Texas is one 
thing, but to have a local GOP 
candidate who engages in 
spreading misinformation is 
another. 

The race for Texas 
Congressional District 
15 between Democratic 
nominee Michelle Vallejo and 
Republican nominee Monica 
De La Cruz is reflective of the 
rise of misinformation and 
what the effects could be. 

Running for a second time 
in District 15 in 2020, De La 
Cruz lost to former three-time 
incumbent Vicente Gonzalez 
by a vote of 155,605 to 109,017. 

Following Trump’s lead in 
claiming voter fraud in local, 
state and national elections, 
De La Cruz claimed mail-in 
ballots in Hidalgo County 
opened opportunities for 
fraud. 

Providing no proof of voter 

“When do we actually get 
together to solve issues in 
society, such as poverty, 
gun violence and mental 
health, when we cannot 
fundamentally agree on 

what the truth is?”

See TRUTH, Page 10
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“My guilty pleasure is mint 
chocolate chip ice cream. I love 
it. Everybody says it tastes like 

toothpaste, but it’s great.”

“Guilty pleasure? Ice cream. 
Because I eat too much of it.”

KG Sukati 
information systems sophomore

Annette Garcia
biomedical sciences senior

“It’s a genre [of music] called 
‘Amapiano’ from back home, 

because I’m from South Africa.”

“It’s hard to choose just one. I 
guess one would be just, like, 

binging shows. Right? We all do 
that. Another one, because my 
friend said so, is annoying my 

friends, so I love to do that. Just 
any time of the day, just, like, tap 
on their shoulder or something, 
and I love that. I’m a sucker for 

being a sucker.”

Kassandra Solis
biomedical sciences senior

Tristan Singh
business senior

--Compiled by Abigail Ollave
--Photos by Fatima Gamez Lopez

The blurred lines of truth 

“A lo mejor el chocolate oscuro, 
porque no se, [nada] más se me 
antoja [a] cada rato que voy a la 

tienda”.

Analexy Galvan
nursing freshman
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Respuesta de los condados a los 
primeros casos de viruela del mono

está protegido en un 25%, 
y luego, una vez que reciba 
su segunda dosis, llegará al 
85%. Entonces, realmente 
alentamos a las personas 
que reciben la vacuna a que 
no tengan la falsa sensación 
de: ‘Está bien, estoy cubierto, 
recibí mi primera vacuna’. 
Ese no es necesariamente el 
caso. Dos semanas después 
de su segunda vacuna, 
[puede] ser considerado 
completamente vacunado”.

Vea RESPUESTA, Página 10

La semana pasada, la Salud 
Pública del Condado de 
Cameron y el Departamento 
de Salud y Servicios 
Humanos del Condado de 
Hidalgo recibieron cada uno 
confirmación de su primer 
caso de viruela del mono. 
Ambos individuos están 
aislados en sus hogares y 
están siendo monitoreados 
por funcionarios de salud, 
según comunicados de prensa 
de ambos condados.

“Las leyes de privacidad 
impiden divulgar muchos 
detalles de este caso, aparte 
de que se sospecha que 
está relacionado con un 
viaje”, según el comunicado 
de prensa del condado de 
Hidalgo del 22 de agosto. “El 
género y el rango de edad 
del individuo no se pueden 
revelar en este momento”.

En el condado de Cameron, 
la persona no informó sobre 
viajes recientes y desarrolló 
lesiones y síntomas menores 
antes de la prueba.

Ambos condados 
comenzaron el rastreo de 
contactos para determinar 
quién podría haber estado 
expuesto para iniciar el 
proceso de vacunar a las 
personas con mayor riesgo.

Cuando se le preguntó 
sobre el estado de la persona, 
Esmeralda Guajardo, 

administradora de salud 
del condado de Cameron, 
respondió, “Según la 
información que recibimos 
de la persona en general está 
sana y se está recuperando”.

Guajardo dijo que el 
condado sospecha que el caso 
de la viruela del mono se basó 
en la comunidad.

“De alguna manera, esta 
persona quedó expuesta en 
la comunidad porque ha 
habido muy pocos viajes”, 
dijo. “Entonces, existe la 
posibilidad de que surjan casos 
adicionales. ¿Creo que va a ser 
hasta el punto de que es muy 
alarmante? Potencialmente 
no, y por supuesto, espero 
que no. Pero esperamos que 
pueda haber otros casos en 
algún momento”.

Las vacunas están 
disponibles para las personas 
que han estado expuestas o 
que pueden contraer la viruela 
del mono, según el sitio web de 
los Centros para el Control y la 
Prevención de Enfermedades.

El sitio web de CDC afirma 
que estos individuos incluyen 
a aquellas que saben que una 
de sus parejas sexuales en las 
últimas dos semanas ha sido 
diagnosticada con viruela 
del mono; tenido múltiples 
parejas sexuales en las últimas 
dos semanas en un área 
con la conocida viruela del 
mono; cuyos trabajos puedan 
exponerlos a los ortopoxvirus, 
como los trabajadores de 

laboratorio que realizan 
pruebas de ortopoxvirus, los 
trabajadores de laboratorio 
que manipulan cultivos o 
animales con ortopoxvirus, 
algunos trabajadores 
designados de atención 
médica o de salud pública.

Eduardo Olivarez, director 
administrativo de Salud 
y Servicios Humanos del 
Condado de Hidalgo, dijo que 
el estado emitió al condado 
2,500 dosis de la vacuna 
contra la viruela del mono. Sin 

embargo, debido a que son 
dos dosis por persona, solo 
unas 1,250 personas podrán 
vacunarse desde ahora hasta 
noviembre.

“Se da la primera dosis 
y luego 28 días después, la 
segunda dosis”, dijo Olivarez. 
“Si está completamente 
vacunado, hay entre un 85% 
y un 90% [de posibilidades] 
de que sea eficaz. … Pero aún 
hay una pequeña posibilidad 
de que lo haga. Después de 
su primera dosis, creo que 



Stephen Hirst, the new associate vice 
president for Strategic Enrollment & 
Student Affairs, began his position in 
mid-April and believes the opportunity 
to work in the Rio Grande Valley is 
special because he is working close to 
home.

Hirst is a native of the Rio Grande 
Valley and graduated from Harlingen 
High School, where both his parents 
worked as teachers. 

He attended Texas Tech University 
and received his bachelor’s in public 
relations and his master’s in higher 
education administration. Hirst was 
unsure of his career plan but was 
inspired by his passion for the student 
experience to become a campus life 
coordinator at his alma mater.

Hirst then moved with his family 
to North Carolina, where he worked 
as director of Student Leadership 
and Organizations at Wake Forest 
University for 13 years.

After moving back to Texas, he 
worked at Texas A&M University-
Commerce for three years while 
studying and going to school for 
his doctorate in higher education 
administration at the University of 
Alabama.

At the University of Alabama, Hirst 
was in an executive format program 
designed for full-time working 
professionals. He flew to Alabama 
and attended classes in person one 

weekend per month (Thursday through 
Saturday) for two years and completed 
his dissertation remotely for the last 
1.5 years of the program.

Due to his strong connection to his 
home in the Valley, Hirst decided to 
take on the job at UTRGV. 

Asked what made UTRGV different 
after working in student leadership 
roles at other universities for the last 21 
years, he replied, “I’ve always felt like 
the work that we do matters and has an 
opportunity to change someone’s life 
on a daily basis. 

“This job is extremely special to me 
because it’s home and it’s always been 
something that means more when 
you’re doing that work at home and it’s 
your community and the people that live 
there are your people. Wholeheartedly, 
that’s how I feel. I get to do something 
that I’m passionate about but it is that 
much more meaningful because it’s 
serving my community.”

Since joining UTRGV, Hirst has 
been meeting with students to get a 
feel for the campus life and student 
experience. 

“Y’all know best, so I want to be 
able to hear from students and kind 
of observe the landscape,” he said.

Asked what plans he has for 
UTRGV, Hirst replied, “There is 
going to be a focus on increasing 
the vibrancy on campus, so 
making things and the experience 
more visible. So, when you walk 
on campus, I want them to see all 
the things [that are] happening … 
because there should be something 
for everybody in our campus 

communities and I 
want those to be 
showcased.”

When not 
focusing on 
his student 
life work, 
Hirst loves 
to spend any 
chance he 
gets with his 
three children 
and wife. Now 
that he is back 
in the Valley, he 
has been 

catching up with old friends and 
volunteering at Gladys Porter Zoo in 

Brownsville.
--Daniela Matinez Salazar 
contributed to this report

Aura Velasquez/THE RIDER 
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‘Serving my community’
Valley native Hirst takes position at UTRGV

Reprinted from utrgvrider.com

Teresita Dominguez
THE RIDER

Stephen Hirst, associate vice 
president for Strategic Enrollment 
& Student Affairs at UTRGV, 
speaks about his connection to 
the Rio Grande Valley.

early 2022.
“The system and the regents are 

obviously still working throughout 
the summer, but the meeting 
schedule picks up once the academic 
year starts,” Conque said in an Aug. 2 
interview with The Rider.

In an Aug. 4 interview with The 
Rider, Bailey said he does not know 
when the board will take up the 
vote but stated they will review fee 
increases for all UT schools at the 
same time. 

“We can still hit our target dates,” 
Conque said. “And that’s one thing we 
were strategic about. … We wanted 
to make sure that we gave ourselves 
enough runway to hit that mark.”

The fee increase would raise the 
current $15 Athletics Fee to $26.25 
per credit hour, capping at 12 hours.

Bailey said the increase would 
affect only around 10% of students 
at UTRGV, mainly out-of-state 
students or students with families 
that have higher incomes not covered 
by the university’s Tuition Advantage 
program.

If approved, expansion of the 
spirit programs and competitions for 
swimming and diving at the Pharr 
Natatorium would begin in Fall 2024. 
The first year for the marching bands 
and football team would begin in Fall 
2025.

During a news conference held Nov. 
11, which announced the results of the 
student body vote on the Athletics Fee 
Referendum, Bailey acknowledged 
student concerns regarding the 
poor condition of art facilities in 
Brownsville and said the university 
was working on plans to unveil a 
solution to fix them. 

Bailey gave an update on plans to 
improve facilities on the Brownsville 
campus. 

“We’re currently in negotiations 
with a foundation and with a group 
in the City of Brownsville to do 
that,” he said. “And as soon as those 
negotiations are finished, we’ll have 
not just art space there, we’ll have a 
whole initiative.”

The initiative will include an 
entirely new art space as well as other 
academic buildings and new housing 
buildings, Bailey said.

take questions directly from voters.”
O’Rourke is the former U.S. 

representative for Texas’s 16th 
congressional district. He ran 
unsuccessfully against U.S. Sen. Ted 
Cruz (R-Texas) in 2018.

According to Abbott’s campaign, the 
Nexstar Media debate will be “the one 
and only debate of the 2022 election.”

Texans for Greg Abbott Campaign 
Director Gardner Pate stated the 
governor welcomes the debate.

 “Governor Abbott is looking 
forward to debating Beto O’Rourke 
and explaining to all Texans about the 
Governor’s efforts to secure the future of 
Texas by securing the border, defunding 
cities that defund the police, lowering 
property taxes, and protecting our oil 
& gas industry,” Pate stated in the Aug. 
9 news release. “Unlike Beto O’Rourke, 
who supports open borders, defunding 
the police, increasing property taxes, 
and supports radical energy policies that 
would hurt our oil & gas workers.”

The Sept. 30 debate will be available 
in every media market and on Spanish-
language stations throughout Texas. 

The details of the debate have yet to be 
released.

The debate will be moderated by 
Britt Moreno, KXAN-TV evening news 
anchor, and will feature a panel of 
journalists including Sally Hernandez, 
KXAN-TV morning news anchor; 
Gromer Jeffers, political reporter for 
The Dallas Morning News; and Steve 
Spriester, news anchor and reporter for 
KSAT-TV in San Antonio, according to 
the news release.

UTRGV Political Science Lecturer 
Andrew Smith said the debate will help 
students and the community learn more 
about the candidates.

“The fact that it’s being held at UTRGV 
is a sign that the university is kind of 

coming up in the world … getting more 
attention,” Smith told The Rider. “But 
it is also a place where I think both 
candidates see the potential to play to 
voters.”

He said having more than one 
debate can be more beneficial for some 
candidates than others.

“I think Beto definitely wants more 
than one debate because … he wants 
more opportunities to go after Gov. 
Abbott,” Smith said. “I think Abbott 
also views multiple debates as O’Rourke 
having an opportunity to get more 
airtime and get more attacks. And 
certainly an incumbent governor does 
not want the challenger to get too much 
media exposure.”

Smith encourages students to vote in 
the Nov. 8 gubernatorial election. 

“If you haven’t registered to vote, you 
need to get registered ASAP and make 
sure … you research the candidates, 
make sure you get as informed as 
possible and then exercise your right to 
vote [in] November,” he said.

Asked if one debate was enough, 
Angela Flores, a political science 
sophomore, replied there has to be more 
opportunities for people to attend.

“If there is only one day, that doesn’t 
allow all the people that want to go to 
go, you know,” Flores said. “What if they 
have class while the debate [is] going on? 
What if they work? What if they are not 
on campus that day? I feel like everyone 
needs [the] opportunity to go see and 
hear the people that they are voting for. 
And it shouldn’t be a one-time thing.”

She told The Rider there are several 
issues that are important to discuss 
during the debate.

“Now that we are starting fall semester, 
Greg Abbott has continuously failed in 
trying to help … Texas people, so [the] 
power grid, for sure, is one issue,” Flores 
said. “Flooding is another issue ... and 
then after that, I think it would go into 
abortion rights and LGBTQ rights.”

FEE
Continued from Page 1

DEBATE
Continued from Page 1
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Shown are Mangshan vipers in captivity at the Gladys Porter Zoo in Brownsville. These snakes 
were first discovered by scientists in 1990 and are originally from Mangshan Mountain in 
southern China. They are an endangered breed with fewer than 500 remaining in the wild. 

Clint Guadiana, curator of reptiles and amphibians at the Gladys Porter Zoo, said the pit vipers 
shed about three to five times a year depending on how much they eat. Their diet consists of 
rodents and birds.

Clint Guadiana, curator of reptiles and amphibians, said Mangshan vipers have an estimated 
life span of 30 years. There are currently 11 vipers at the Gladys Porter Zoo: four adults, one 
juvenile and six babies. Some of these snakes have the potential to grow up to 10 feet long.   

The Mangshan vipers are equipped with venom that they use to capture their prey and defend 
themselves, according to an Aug. 17 news release from the Gladys Porter Zoo. 

In an Aug. 17 news release, the Gladys Porter Zoo announced it had successfully hatched six 
Mangshan vipers. With this accomplishment, the zoo is now the third institution to successfully 
breed and hatch this rare species. 

Courtesy Photos Gladys Porter Zoo

Courtesy Photos Gladys Porter Zoo
The viper hatchlings will remain behind the scenes for now, but the parent Mangshan Vipers 
can be found on display in their herpetarium.

In an Aug. 17 news release, the Gladys Porter Zoo in Brownsville announced 
the hatching of six endangered Mangshan pit vipers. It is now one of only three 
institutions in the United States to have successfully bred this rare species. 

According to the release, the Mangshan pit viper is classified as endangered  
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature Red List of Threatened 
Species and there are only about 500 left in the wild.

Endangered species hatches at Gladys Porter Zoo
A historic hatching

Local
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Aries-The clarity you have been waiting 
for in your career will be brought to you 
this semester. Be patient and enjoy the 
assignments given to you. Do not view 
them as another thing on your to-do list 
but as a learning experience.

Leo-Avoid stressing about this upcoming 
year. Instead, focus on what you would 
like to change about your college 
experience. Try being social by attending 
on-campus events and getting involved. 
Everything else will fall into place and 
flow easier than expected. 

Sagittarius-Although you will be 
overwhelmed with classes, these next 
months will prepare you for what is next. 
Pay attention during lectures and stay on 
track by taking notes. Do not lose sight 
of your planner, as it will become very 
handy and important. 

Libra-Dedicate this academic year to 
learning how to manage education and 
your personal life. Try not to get too 
consumed by one or the other. Find the 
balance your zodiac is known for and 
start applying it toward what needs to be 
changed. 

Gemini-Start today on a good note by 
telling yourself positive affirmations 
regarding your future. In doing so, any 
fears or thoughts you might have will be 
replaced with good ones. Soon things you 
have been waiting for will start to appear. 

Aquarius-Think about your resume this 
semester. Use every new organization,  
event and person you meet 
to your advantage. It is  
smart, not selfish, to think ahead about 
where you want to go and how you will  
get there. 
 

Scorpio-Sleep is very important when 
trying to build a good education 
system. These past years, you have been 
accustomed to getting minimal hours 
of sleep, letting it affect your studies. 
Plan your schedule accordingly to get 
sufficient rest.

Pisces-Instead of spending most of your 
time on social media or gaming, divide it 
among other items in your planner. Grab 
a coffee or tea to help you stay focused. 
Set a timer and start knocking things off 
your to-do list. 

Cancer-College can be stressful at 
times, which can make your experience 
unbearable. Before letting this happen, 
develop a routine that will help manage 
your time. Keep in mind that all the hard 
work will pay off in the future. Do not get 
discouraged, Cancer. 

Taurus-If you ever get stuck on an 
assignment, do not be afraid to ask for 
help. Find a tutor or a study group that 
can assist you with your needs. Build new 
friendships. Take notes of everything you 
do not understand and ask questions.  

Virgo-Steer away from being a student 
who only comes to campus to go to class 
this year. It is important to stay open and 
be accepting of any invite this semester. 
Remember, you never know who you 
are going to meet and what kinds of free 
merch you can get.  

Capricorn-It can be hard to find time 
to relax while attending school and 
maintaining a job. Whether it is your first 
or last year in college, make an effort to 
take time for yourself. It is important to 
recharge when necessary and work with 
a clear mind.

See Rebrand, Page 11

Omar E. Zapata
A&E REPORTER
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UTRGV Mariachi Aztlán performs at the FESTIBA Mariachi Festival Concert 
in March 2020.

College of Fine Arts rebrands 

The UTRGV College of Fine 
Arts calendar for the 2022-
2023 school year is filled with 
about 100 dances, concerts 
and art exhibits in Edinburg 
and Brownsville. 

This year’s calendar will 
feature the School of Art & 
Design, the School of Music, 
University Productions, the 
Dance and Creative Writing 
program and the Center for 
Latin American Arts. 

“We really have a wonderful 
season and I’m really looking 
forward to seeing our students 
and our guest artists and 
faculty in their performances,” 
College of Fine Arts Dean 
Jeffrey Ward told The Rider. 

He said the Patron of 
the Arts program has been 
rebranded from Patron of 
the Arts to UTRGV Arts, an 
umbrella term for all events 

from the College of Fine Arts, 
and includes a new website 
that will be a one-stop shop for 
events offered across all arts 
programs. 

“The motivation for that is 
me coming in new as the dean 
and trying to learn about the 
college and I had a little bit of 
trouble on, like, ‘Where do I 
go on the website if I want to 
go see this?’” he said. “So, it 
really seemed apparent that 
how much easier it would be 
for patrons if we just put it all 
in one place.” 

The website will feature a 
user-friendly interface that 
will help people see all the 
events on UTRGV campuses 
in chronological order or using 
a filtering system and with 
options to buy tickets. 

Ward said people who 
want to continue supporting 
the arts at UTRGV can do 
so through the Patron of the 
Arts program, which will be 
featured on the website as well. 

Donations will have certain 
levels and benefits, including 
complimentary admission to 
events. 

Last semester, Ward stepped 
inside various UTRGV College 
of Fine Arts classes and 
learned about all the varieties 
of arts at UTRGV, especially 
in disciplines outside of his 
musical background. 

From experiencing 
folklórico for the first time to 
jewelry-making and sculpture 
classes, Ward said this has 
made him excited for what is 
to come this year. 

“I’m going to be a kid in a 
candy store,” he said. “My first 
time for this, my first time for 
that. … I’m really excited for 
Monday and to get the year 
started.”  

The first event of the 
year is the Engaged Scholar 
Symposium, which began Aug. 
22 and continues until Sept. 
10 at the Charles & Dorothy 
Clark Gallery on the Edinburg 

campus and from Sept. 11-3o 
in the Rusteberg Gallery at 
Texas Southmost College in 
Brownsville. 

The School of Art & Design 
hosts events featuring 
undergraduate and graduate 
students and exhibitions 
showcasing local high school 

talent at the Charles & Dorothy 
Clark Gallery in Liberal Arts 
Building South in Edinburg, 
the Visual Arts Gallery in the 
Edinburg Visual Arts Annex 
and in the Rusteberg Gallery 
at TSC.  

Ed Pogue, director of the 

HAPPY SOLVING!

Dibble Dabbles 
				          	 by Alejandro Peña  



too much pressure on myself, honestly, 
I kind of do bad. That’s my mindset. Go 
have fun. That’s it.”

Ramirez said the camp will be 
competitive.

 “I [know] some guys that play in the 
big leagues already,” he said. “I don’t 
know if they’re gonna go because, you 
know, the teams sometimes don’t give 
them the permission to go play in the 
winter. … I know it’s gonna be hard. 
They have more experience than me. … 
I just wanna play hard. I’m hungry for 
opportunity. … I know I can do it, but just 
need to get my mind right.”

Ramirez said some of the sacrifices he 
has made include leaving his home at 
16 or 17 years old and not being able to 
finish high school in his hometown.

“I moved to another city,” he said. “I’ve 
been through a lot of places. The [Rio 
Grande] Valley was, like, my fifth place, 
and this is going to be, like, my sixth 
place where I’m going to live. 

“I feel like I’m making a lot of sacrifices. 
You know, my family, sometimes I 
miss them. It’s kind of hard to be alone 
sometimes.”

Ramirez also said he has gotten used to 
being away from his family and friends.

“Every time that I go to a place to start 
over again, new people, new places, new 
coaches,” he said. “Sometimes I kind of 
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Sports

--Derek Matlock
UTRGV Baseball head coach

“He is an incredible competitor, 
really tough kid. ... He is just a joy 
to be around, just a guy that really 
loves the game.” 

Matthew Gonzalez/THE RIDER 

PHOTO COURTESY STAVERNE JOSEPH

Athlete of the Week:  
Claudia Lupescu

Claudia Lupescu is a general studies 
sophomore from Bucharest, Romania. 
She is an outside hitter for the UTRGV 
Volleyball Team.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
downtime? 
A: “Just taking rest because we do a 
lot of practices, and I’m just taking my 
time resting.” 

Q: What does your practice 
schedule look like?
A: “We practice and we have twice a 
day, the practice for like one hour and 
a half and then another practice at 
night, and we also condition or lifting 
in the morning.”

Q: What made you want to play in 
the United States?
A: “I came here for the opportunity to 
study and also to play volleyball.” 

Q: What is your major?
A: “My major right now is gonna be a 
major that is not here at the moment. 
[It’s] going to come in spring. It’s, 
basically, on human management. But 
it’s not right here [at] the moment. I’m 
just doing, like, general studies.” 

Q: Who has been your biggest 
inspiration or role model in 
volleyball?
A: “My favorite player is a Turkish 
player. Her name is Hande Baladin 
and she’s been my role model since I 
was little.”

Q: What are your career plans 
after you graduate?
A: “I’m planning to play professional. I 
wish I can play in America professional, 
and I hope they’re gonna create a league 
and so I’ll finish here. But if not, we’ll see 
what [the] future decides.”

Q: How would you describe 
yourself in one word?
A: “Motivated.”

Q: What has been your biggest 
motivator in academics?
A: “I’m just trying to reach the highest 
that I can. It’s pretty hard with a lot of 
practices at the same time and trying 
to balance volleyball and school at the 
same time, but I’m just trying to keep 
up with classes and everything.” 

Q: What is your favorite food?
A: “Pasta.”
--Compiled by Matthew Gonzalez

Ramirez to camp with 
Aguilas de Mexicali

Former UTRGV infielder Diego Ramirez has been invited to try out with the pro baseball team, Aguilas de Mexicali, beginning Sept. 12. 

Former UTRGV infielder Diego 
Ramirez  will attend training camp with 
the Aguilas de Mexicali, which is part of 
the Mexican Pacific League, along with 
10 other baseball teams.

The Mexican Pacific League’s season 
begins in October and ends in December. 
The camp begins Sept. 12 and the UTRGV 
alumnus is among 13 infielders who will 
compete for a position in the Aguilas de 
Mexicali roster, according to Ramirez. 

Asked how he felt about being invited 
to camp with the pro baseball team from 
Baja California, he responded that he is 
feeling “pretty good.” 

“I’ve been working pretty hard all 
my life to be given this opportunity, so 
I’m taking it whenever I can,” Ramirez 
said. “But, yeah, I feel pretty good, to be 
honest.”

 Ramirez, a native of Ciudad Juarez, 
Chihuahua, Mexico, who earned a degree 
in multidisciplinary studies, started 86 
of 88 games he played at UTRGV during 
the 2021 and 2022 seasons. He posted 
47 RBI and 57 runs, two home runs, nine 
doubles and three triples. His batting, 
slugging and on-base averages were .256, 
.323, and .336.

Asked if there was any pressure to 
perform well at the Aguilas camp, he 
replied, “Not really. I just do whatever I 
can, do my best and if something good 
happens, it’s gonna happen. I just do 
whatever I can, practice hard every day 
and play hard.” 

Ramirez said he has a “nothing-to-
lose” mindset.

“Some guys are way more experienced 
than me,” he said. “Just play hard and 
go have fun. … Whenever I feel like I put 

get tired, but I just get a breath and I 
reset my mind.” 

Ramirez attended Howard College in 
the northwest Texas city of Big Springs. 
He said before that he could not play 
because he did not speak English, so he 
took English classes and then moved to 
Big Springs.

UTRGV Baseball head coach Derek 
Matlock said Ramirez loves baseball. 

“He … is just a really good baseball 
player,” Matlock said. “Just a really savvy 
baseball player.”

Matlock said Ramirez was hit in the 
face by a fastball in 2021, his first year at 
UTRGV, and underwent surgery. Within 
seven weeks he was back on the field 
playing. 

“He is an incredible competitor, really 
tough kid,” he said. “His gloves skills and 
his arms skills are outstanding. He can 
play short, second, or third. He is just a 
joy to be around, just a guy that really 
loves the game.” 

UTRGV Baseball assistant coach 
Robert Martinez said Ramirez played for 
him when he was head coach at Howard 
College.

“I recruited him there, and then I had 
him there,” Martinez said. “And then a 
couple years later, I brought him over 
here when I came over. … Just a great 
kid, man. Great kid. I mean, [we’re] 
talking about a kid that came as a 
freshman in college without speaking  
any English and forced himself and 
learned the language and got a degree 
out of it.”

Asked how far Ramirez has come, he 
replied, “A long way.”

“I mean, I got him when he was, I 
guess, basically a kid and now he’s a man, 
you know,” Martinez said. “Basically … 
I’ve seen him kind of grow a little bit.”
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Admissions team. 
To prepare for the increased enrollment, 

larger classrooms are required.
Hinojosa said additional course sections 

were introduced to several programs, 
such as English and engineering, to meet 
demand.

Luminary Scholar and biomedical 
freshman Clara “Lulu” Elliott said she 
was feeling “a little nervous being so far 
from home.”

“I’m from Austin, but everyone that 
I’ve met so far has been super nice,” 
Elliott said. “So I’m excited but nervous. 
I got to see all of the fancy equipment 
and was, like, ‘Wow, this is way more 
than what we have in my high school.’”

Biology freshman Silvanha Espinosa 
also said she was nervous.

“I was always in the same school, so 
this is new to me because I was in Mexico 
and now, I’m here,” Espinosa said. “So, 
I’m nervous but I do well in classes, so 
I’m not afraid of failing. It’s just the 
social anxiety.”

Asked how he felt about the new 
school year, fine arts freshman Christian 
Briones replied, “I feel really excited. I 
feel really hopeful and a little nervous. 
I just hope to get through this year, just 
taking it one step at a time.

“Whoever is feeling the same way and 
going through the same thing, I wish 
them luck.”

Hinojosa reminds UTRGV students that 
there are resources and people to help, no 
matter what they may be going through.

“I want our students to remember 
that we care about them and if they are 
struggling [with] whatever it is that they 
need help with, we always encourage 
our students to reach out,” she said. “No 
struggle is too big and, sometimes, in 
the excitement of coming back to school, 
[the] first few weeks are great and then 
you get into your classes and things 
become a little bit harder. 

“What we don’t ever want is a student to 
think that they’re alone and don’t have anyone 
to reach out to. Academic or nonacademic, 
we are here. The most important thing is for 
our students to reach out.”

been diagnosed with monkeypox; 
had multiple sexual partners in the 
past two weeks in an area with known 
monkeypox; whose jobs may expose 
them to orthopoxviruses, such as 
laboratory workers who perform 
testing for orthopoxviruses, laboratory 
workers who handle cultures or 
animals with orthopoxviruses, some 
designated health-care or public health 
workers. 

Eduardo Olivarez, chief administrative 
officer for Hidalgo County Health and 
Human Services, said the state issued the 
county 2,500 doses of the monkeypox 
vaccine. However, because it is two doses 
per person, only about 1,250 individuals 
will be able to get vaccinated from now 
until November. 

“The first dose is given and then 28 
days later, the second dose,” Olivarez 
said. “If you’re fully vaccinated, there’s 

85% to 90% [chance] of it being effective 
… but there’s still a small chance that 
you would. After your first dose you are, 
I think, it’s like 25% protected, and then, 
once you get your second dose, it’ll take 
it to the 85%. So we really encourage 
people who are getting the vaccine 
not to have a false sense of, ‘OK, I’m 
covered, I got my first vaccine.’ That’s 
not necessarily the case. Two weeks 
after your second vaccine, [you can] be 
considered fully vaccinated.”

Guajardo said Cameron County has 
been allocated 180 vials of the vaccine 
but has only received 100. The county 
has issued 40 of them to the Westbrook 
Clinic in Harlingen, as it works with 
high-risk populations, 40 to its main 
pharmacy in San Benito and 20 have 
been put on reserve in case of an 
outbreak. 

Cameron County has an appointment 
system set up to determine who is 
eligible for the vaccine as it has eight 

hours to use it once a vial is open, 
Guajardo said.

“We have our staff that are screening 
individuals, making sure they are high 
priority, because we are so, so limited,” 
she said. “And, we will schedule an 
appointment for them so we can try to 
get five individuals at once so that we 
know for sure that the vaccine is not 
going to go to waste.”

Michael Dobbs, chief medical officer 
for UT Health Rio Grande Valley, said 
the university has been proactive and is 
offering tests through its clinical labs.

“The turnaround time on those 
tests is about 24 hours, which is really 
pretty quick,” Dobbs said. “This is 
a molecular test, a PCR test where, 
actually, the genetic material of the 
virus is identified.”

If students, faculty or staff have been 
exposed, he advises them to contact 
UTRGV Student Health Clinic on the 
Brownsville and Edinburg campuses 

or UTRGV Employee Health Clinic in 
Edinburg or Harlingen. 

Dobbs said the university continues 
to monitor the situation and will notify 
the campus community if there are 
updates. 

“Some of the resources that are 
available at [UTRGV] include Student 
Health … our comprehensive clinical 
lab that can test for monkeypox,” he 
said. “Our Counseling Center is open 
if students want to discuss concerns 
around any mental health issues 
related to monkeypox.”   

If you have been contacted by 
health authorities and identified as a 
potential contact of someone who has 
monkeypox, cooperation is advised 
because it is an important part of 
controlling the spread of infectious 
diseases, Dobbs said. 

For more information on the virus, 
visit the CDC’s website or the World 
Health Organization’s website.

impossible due to the amount of 
people who already own firearms. 
He said their next step should be to 
reinforce school safety.

“You put that, along with the issues 
of being able to attack a problem 
quickly, where you see a student or 
someone that may be disgruntled 
and is facing some issues that may 
backlash at the community in the form 
of doing a mass shooting, and trying to 
prevent that,” Longoria said. 

In an interview with The Rider, 
Martinez said that for the next 
legislative session he will focus on 
economic development in the RGV. 
He discussed the progress on Hidalgo 
County’s drainage system project, 
which took effect September 2021.  

“When it comes to investing in 
infrastructure, drainage has to be one 

of the most important because you 
have so many people displaced from 
their homes and businesses because of 
the flooding events that happened to 
the mid-Valley,” Martinez said. “And 
if you actually look at the mid-Valley, 
it’s a bowl. That’s where everything 
accumulates, so we need to address it.”

Martinez also said he wants to push 
the idea of creating a law school in the 
RGV.

The idea was introduced in 2021 
but did not advance from the Senate 
Committee on Higher Education. 

“My definition of success is 
opportunity, but the only way we do 
that is through an education,” he said. 
“And I think that we need to provide 
those opportunities for our students 
here in the Rio Grande [Valley].”

Martinez said the medical school 
here in the RGV retains students in the 
area, so students going into law school 
should have that opportunity as well. 

fraud in Hidalgo County, De La Cruz decided not to 
contest the election with the clerk of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, stating that if she did contest, 
she did not expect a different result as the House is 
controlled by the Democratic Party, according to an 
article by Border Report. 

From the nation’s capital all the way down to 
South Texas, misinformation and subjective truth 
is everywhere. The blurred lines between the truth 
and lies is an important factor in the upcoming 2022 

midterm elections. 
Texas’ gubernatorial race between Republican 

incumbent Greg Abbott and Democratic nominee 
Beto O’Rourke is an important state election 
regarding this issue. 

Abbott has time and time again manufactured his 
own truth to Texas’ issues and problems, from the 
2021 February freeze, which he blamed on renewable 
energy sources collapsing when fossil fuel sources 
were to blame, to the May 24 Robb Elementary School 
shooting in Uvalde, where in a news conference he 
blamed mass shootings on mental health despite 
cutting nearly $20 million in funding from the Texas 

Health and Human Services Commission, which 
oversees health services.

Having people in elected positions in government, 
regardless of their political affiliation, who listen to 
reason and truth backed by facts should be essential 
to holding office. 

When figures with the power to influence people, 
movements and legislation adhere to their own truths 
despite any fact against it, where do the lies stop? 
When do we actually get together to solve issues in 
society, such as poverty, gun violence and mental 
health, when we cannot fundamentally agree on what 
the truth is?
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State Representative Oscar Longoria (D-Mission) (third from left) answers questions posed 
by attendees. Also shown is moderator and CEO of The Texas Tribune Evan Smith (from left), 
State Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa (D-McAllen) and state Representative Armando Martinez 
(D-Weslaco). 
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Incoming students throw their V’s up and pose with UTRGV merch at the Vaquero Roundup 
last Wednesday on the Student Union lawn on the Brownsville campus. At Roundup, which is 
the conclusion of freshman orientation, students can relax and meet new people. The event 
also took place the same day on the Edinburg campus.



School of Art and Design, 
said the “New Works by High 
School Seniors” exhibits, 
scheduled Nov. 1-12 in the 
Charles & Dorothy Clark 
Gallery and Nov. 1-20 in the 
Rusteberg Gallery, will be a 
great resource for recruitment 
to the local high schools. 

“It’s a great outreach … to 
area high school students who 
have an interest in the visual 
arts, of what we offer and also 
what it means to be an artist 
and how to show their work,” 
Pogue said. 

In the School of Music, 
performances will feature 
a Guest Artist Series, 
Distinguished Artist Series and 
the Student Performance Series. 
The first performance of the 
year, “Playing with Restriction: 
Kate Ledger,” is a part of 
the Guest Artists Series in 

collaboration with the UTRGV 
Center for Latin American Arts,  
and will take place at 7 p.m. Sept. 
8 in the UTRGV Performing 
Arts Complex on the Edinburg 
campus. Ledger is a pianist who 
has performed across Europe 
and the United Kingdom.

Aida Cuevas, “The Queen of 
Ranchera Music,” will perform 
with UTRGV’s Mariachi Aztlán 
on Nov. 9 in the TSC Performing 
Arts Center in Brownsville 
and Nov. 11 in the UTRGV 
Performing Arts Complex on 
the Edinburg campus. 

The UTRGV Theatre 
Department will produce 
four plays this year, two in 
each semester starting with 
“Frankenstein,” adapted from 
the novel by Mary Shelly, with 
the first show slated at 7:30 
p.m. Oct. 14 in the Albert L. 
Jeffers Theatre in ELABS. 

Theatre Department Chair 
Peter Mikolasky said the 
department always likes to 

start off with some sort of 
Halloween-related show to 
kick off the year in October. 

“I really enjoy the scary 
stuff,” Mikolasky said. “So, 
‘Frankenstein’ will be a nice 
little shocker there, but all the 
shows we do here are good 
choices and I look forward to 
seeing all of them.” 

Auditions for “Frankenstein” 
will be held Sept. 6 and 7 at the 
Albert L. Jeffers Theater with 
callbacks Sept. 9. 

The UTRGV Dance Program 
will host Senior Project 
Concerts, Ballet Folklórico 
and faculty showcases in the 
Performing Arts Complex, 
with the exception of  “Alegría 
2023,” which will take place 
in the TSC Performing Arts 
Center in Brownsville from 
Feb. 3 to March 26.  

Admission to all art exhibits 
is free. To purchase tickets for 
concerts, dance performances 
and plays, visit utrgv.edu/arts. 

Guajardo dijo que al condado de 
Cameron se le han asignado 180 viales 
de la vacuna, pero solo ha recibido 100. 
El condado ha entregado 40 de ellos a 
la Clínica Westbrook en Harlingen, 
ya que trabaja con poblaciones de 
alto riesgo, 40 a su farmacia principal 
en San Benito y 20 se han puesto en 
reserva en caso de un brote.

El condado de Cameron tiene un 
sistema de citas establecido para 
determinar quién es elegible para la 
vacuna, ya que tiene ocho horas para 
usarla una vez que se abre el vial, dijo 
Guajardo.

“Tenemos nuestro personal que 

está evaluando a las personas, 
asegurándose de que sean de alta 
prioridad, porque somos muy, muy 
limitados”, dijo. “Y programaremos 
una cita para ellos para que podamos 
tratar de obtener cinco personas a la 
vez para estar seguros de que la vacuna 
no se desperdiciará”.

Michael Dobbs, director médico de 
UT Health Rio Grande Valley, dijo 
que la universidad ha sido proactiva y 
está ofreciendo pruebas a través de sus 
laboratorios clínicos.

“El tiempo de respuesta de esas 
pruebas es de aproximadamente 24 
horas, lo cual es bastante rápido”, dijo 
Dobbs. “Esta es una prueba molecular, 
una prueba PCR donde en realidad 

se identifica el material genético del 
virus”.

Si los estudiantes, la facultad o el 
personal han estado expuestos, les 
aconseja que se comuniquen con la 
Clínica de Salud para Estudiantes de 
UTRGV en los campus de Brownsville 
y Edinburg o la Clínica de Salud para 
Empleados de UTRGV en Edinburg o 
Harlingen.

Dobbs dijo que la universidad 
continúa monitoreando la situación y 
notificará a la comunidad del campus 
si hay actualizaciones.

 “Algunos de los recursos que están 
disponibles en [UTRGV] incluyen 
Salud de Estudiante … nuestro 
laboratorio clínico integral que puede 

analizar la viruela del mono”, dijo. 
“Nuestro Centro de Consejería está 
abierto si los estudiantes quieren 
discutir inquietudes sobre cualquier 
problema de salud mental relacionado 
con la viruela del mono”. 

Si las autoridades de salud lo 
contactaron y lo identificaron como 
un contacto potencial de alguien 
que tiene viruela del simio, se 
recomienda su cooperación porque es 
una parte importante para controlar 
la propagación de enfermedades 
infecciosas, dijo Dobbs.

Para obtener más información sobre 
el virus, visite el sitio web de CDC o el 
sitio web de la Organización Mundial 
de la Salud.
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Carlos Limas speaks to the audience during his Master of Fine Art exhibition 
“Stoic States” at the Visual Arts Annex in October 2019 on the Edinburg 
campus. 
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