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Construction on both the 
Edinburg and Brownsville 
campuses has caused students 
to make changes to their 
routes and routines in order 
to make it to classes on time. 

“Construction around the 
Brownsville area has affected 
me by reducing parking 
capacity,” finance freshman 
Luis Salazar said. “Today, I 

Campus construction causes frustration
had to get [up] way early to 
[get to] the university to be 
able to find a parking space … 
which wasn’t a success.” 

Salazar is referring to the 
construction area for the new 
Center for Human Genetics 
building on the Brownville 
campus. 

On the Edinburg campus, 
the construction affecting 
traffic is for improvements to 
Schunior Street.

Schunior Street, from 

Sugar Road to Nevarez Drive, 
was closed for construction 
beginning May 9 and remains 
closed. 

“[The construction] just 
purely cuts off one way 
…  which makes [traffic] 
back up for at least a good 
30 minutes if you are just 
trying to get to one class,” 
mechanical engineering 
senior Forrce Orozco said. 
“Without [construction] 

Road improvements at the intersection of Schunior Street and Fifth 
Avenue in Edinburg continue. VOLT services have been implemented at 
these remote lots to help minimize traffic.

Student Health offers 
wide range of services

The UTRGV Student Health 
Center is an essential resource 
for students on campus.

The Health Center has 
physician medical directors, 
“mid-level providers [and] 
nurse practitioners that come 
together and host a variety 
of services for students,” 
according to Rick Gray, 
director of Student Health 
Services.

The mission of Student 
Health is to provide high-
quality health services and 
educational programs to all 
students, allowing them to 
devote their full attention 
to the university’s goal of 
education and self-discovery, 
according to its website.

Physical examinations, 
general checkups, 

UTRGV Survival Guide: 
First in a Series

Daniela Martinez Salazar/THE RIDER 

UT Health RGV Licensed Vocational 
Nurse Mary Ferguson administers a 
flu shot to a student last Wednesday 
in the University Library on the 
Brownsville campus during a vaccine 
campaign against the flu. 

CAUSE FUR 
PAWS
Spay-ghetti and no-balls fundraiser

Oscar “the Grouch” is the pet of the RGV Low Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic located in McAllen. Oscar likes to climb desks 
and roam around the front office of the clinic. See story, Page 7.

Aurora Acevedo/THE RIDER

Professors talk about 
protests in Iran

On Sept. 13, a 22-year-old 
woman was arrested for allegedly 
wearing her hijab improperly 
by the Gasht-e-Ershad, widely 
known as “morality police,” in 
Tehran, Iran. 

Mahsa Amini’s death while 
in custody on Sept. 16 has 
caused protests against the 
country’s law on women’s 
rights in at least 46 cities, 
according to the Associated 
Press News. 

Iran has experienced 
multiple protests over the 
years, the last one being in 
2019 over gasoline price 
increases, according to the 
news agency. But this new 
wave of protests is demanding 
that women have the freedom 
to dress and behave however 
they want.

Women are protesting in 
the streets with pictures of the 
22-year-old, cutting their hair 
and burning their hijabs.  

“Iran’s Islamic Republic 
requires women to cover up 
in public, including wearing 
a ‘hijab’ or headscarf that is 
supposed to completely hide 
the hair,” according to the AP 
News. 

Since the protests began 
on Sept. 17, Iranian state 
TV suggested that at least 41 

Siamak JavadiSara A. Ahmadi



Sept. 22
6:56 a.m.: UTRGV 
police officers 
were dispatched to 
the construction 
site in Lot B-1 on 

the Brownsville 
campus regarding five 

nonaffiliated men 
climbing the U.S. border fence. The 
officers located three men and the U.S. 
Border Patrol located the other two. 
All five men were found to be Mexican 
nationals and were taken into custody 
by the Border Patrol.
10:22 a.m.: An employee reported 
that an ex-employee with whom she 

no longer wanted contact was at the 
UTRGV Recreation Center on the 
Edinburg campus. Officers contacted 
and identified the non-affiliated man 
outside the University Recreation 
Center and issued a criminal trespass 
warning prohibiting him from coming 
onto all UTRGV property.
1:56 p.m.: An employee reported 
that a non-affiliated man who was 
issued a criminal trespass warning 
earlier in the day had returned and 
was in the University Recreation 
Center on the Edinburg campus. The 
area was checked for the man, who 
was not located. The case is under 
investigation. 

7:28 p.m.: A UTRGV student 
reported that he met an unidentified 
woman through Snapchat and, during 
their conversation, was asked to send 
an intimate video of himself, which he 
did. Afterward, the woman threatened 
to release his video on social media if 
he did not send her $800. The case is 
under investigation.
Sept. 24
11:06 p.m.: An officer conducted a 
traffic stop on a vehicle for disregarding 
a traffic control device at 10th Avenue 
and Cano Street in Edinburg. Upon 
speaking with the driver, an odor of 
marijuana was detected coming from 
inside the vehicle. The officer told the 

driver a search would be conducted, 
at which point he fled the scene in his 
vehicle. The officer did not pursue, and 
the Edinburg Police Department was 
advised of the fleeing vehicle. The case 
is under investigation.
Sept. 26
5:43 a.m.: Officers were dispatched 
to the construction area of the 
Interdisciplinary Academic Building 
on the Brownsville campus after the 
UTRGV Police Department dispatch 
observed via surveillance cameras eight 
subjects crossing over the border fence. 
All eight subjects were apprehended by 
the U.S. Border Patrol.
--Compiled by Arisbeth Rodriguez
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Monday
HOST Club Meeting
The Host Club will 
meet from 12:30 to 

1:30 p.m. in Robert 
C. Vackar College of 

Business and Entrepreneurship Room 
121 on the Edinburg campus. 
K.I.S.S. Meeting
The Korean International Student 
Society will meet from 12:30 to 1:45 
p.m. at the Education Complex on the 
Edinburg campus and at the same time 
and place on Tuesday. On Wednesday, 
they will meet from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. in 
Liberal Arts Building South Room 161. 
On Thursday, the club will meet from 
noon to 1:45 p.m. in Student Academic 
Center Room 2.130. 
Sex-Ed Tabling
Access for Sex-Education will hold 
an informational table from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at the Student Union on the Edinburg 
campus and on Wednesday at the 
same time and place. Free stickers, 
condoms, Scantrons and other 
goodies will be given to those who stop 
by.
Liberal Arts Town Hall
The Student Government Association 
will give students the chance to express 
concerns, and ideas or ask questions about 
the College of Liberal Arts. The town hall 
will take place from 4 to 5 p.m. in Liberal Arts 
Building North Room 101 on the Edinburg 
campus and at the same time Wednesday in 
Music, Science and Learning Center Room 
1.111 on the Brownsville campus.
Tau Kappa Epsilon
Tau Kappa Epsilon will meet from 6 
to 7 p.m. in the University Center Bronc 
Room on the Edinburg campus.
Bible Study
The Encounter Campus Ministry will 
conduct a Bible study from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
Interdisciplinary Academic & Engineering 
Building Room 1.212 on the Edinburg 
campus. There will be free food.
Tuesday
Turning Point Tabling
Turning Point USA at UTRGV will 
hold an informational session about 
the organization from noon to 1 p.m. in 
the Student Union on the Brownsville 
campus and at the same time and place 
on Wednesday. Members will hand out 
stickers, posters and buttons. 
FSA Meeting

The Filipino Student Association 
will meet from 12:15 to 2 p.m. in Science 
Building Room 2.102 on the Edinburg 
campus. All students interested in 
participating are welcome to attend.
Criminal Justice Meeting
The American Criminal Justice 
Association Sigma Kappa Chi will 
meet from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in Health 
Affairs Building West Room 2.212 on the 
Edinburg campus and via Zoom.
Bible Reading
Christians at RGV will host a Bible 
reading from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. in Salón 
Gardenia on the Brownsville campus and 
at the same place from noon to 1:45 p.m. 
Wednesday. There will be free food.
Delight Ministries Meeting
Delight Ministries will meet from 7:30 
to 9 p.m. in Liberal Arts Building South 
Room 177 on the Edinburg campus.
Wednesday
V Link and Engagement Zone
The Involvement Ambassadors and 
the Center for Student Involvement 
will share information on how to get 
involved on campus from 12:30 to 1:30 
p.m. in Interdisciplinary Engineering 
and Academic Building Room 2.203 on 
the Edinburg campus and from 2:30 to 
3:30 in Music, Science and Learning 
Center Room 1.105 on the Brownsville 
campus. There will be free food.
Free Lunch
The Catholic Student Association 
will host a free lunch from 12:30 to 1:30 
p.m. every Wednesday in the Newman 
Catholic Student Center in Edinburg. 
There will also be games and table 
tennis.
Economics and Finance Meeting
The Economics and Finance Society 
will hold a general meeting from 12:30 to 
2 p.m. in the Mathematics and General 
Classrooms Building on the Edinburg 
campus. There will be free food.
The Big Leadership Challenge
The Student Leadership Academy and 
the Center for Student Involvement 
will hold leadership exercises from 
2 to 3 p.m. in Salón Bougainvillea on the 
Brownsville campus and from 5 to 6 p.m. 
in the University Center Cenizo Room on 
the Edinburg campus.
Coffee and Careers
The Career Center will hold an 
informational session for students who 
might have questions about interviews, 

internships, resumes and jobs from 2:30 
to 3 p.m. via Zoom. Students may brew 
their own coffee or tea. 
Dental Meeting
The Pre-Dental Society and the 
American Student Dental Association 
Pre-Dental Chapter will hold a meeting 
from 3:50 to 5:15 p.m. in Main Building 
Room 1.220 on the Brownsville campus 
and at the same time in Education Complex 
Room 1.530 on the Edinburg campus to 
discuss academic opportunities regarding 
dentistry. There will be free food for 
members.
Brownsville Accounting Meeting
The Brownsville Accounting 
Association will meet from 5 to 6:15 
p.m. in Main Building Room 1.502 on the 
Brownsville campus.
The Gathering
The Gathering will meet from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. in the Interdisciplinary 
Engineering & Academic Building on 
the Edinburg campus. There will be free 
food.
Thursday
Career and Internship Expo
The Career Center will host 
representatives from corporations 
and government agencies from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the PlainsCapital Bank 
El Gran Salón on the Brownsville campus 
and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday in the 
University Recreation Center on the 
Edinburg campus. The representatives 
will interview and recruit students. The 
expo is open to everyone.
Selena Home Movie 
The University Library will host a 
viewing of “Corpus: A Home Movie 
About Selena” from noon to 1 p.m. in 
University Library Room 1.118 on the 
Brownsville campus.
LGBTQIA+ Brunch
The Center for Student Involvement 
and the Council for Cultural 
Activities will host a brunch from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in Main Building 
Room 2.402 on the Brownsville campus 
and from 5 to 6 p.m. in the University 
Ballroom on the Edinburg campus. 
Students can do activities and learn 
LGBTQIA+ history.
IMA General Meeting
The Association of Accountants 
and Financial Professionals in 
Business will meet from 12:30 to 1:45 
p.m. in Robert C. Vackar College of 

Business and Entrepreneurship Room 
120G on the Edinburg campus. There 
will be free food.
Chi Alpha Meeting
Chi Alpha Campus Ministry will meet 
from 6 to 9 p.m. in Science Building Room 
2.102 on the Edinburg campus. They will 
worship God and meet in fellowship.
Friday
Book Signing
Author Ruben Degollado will sign 
books from 8 to 9 a.m. and 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m. in Liberal Arts Building South 
Room 304 on the Edinburg campus. 
For questions, call the Department of 
Literatures and Cultural Studies 
at 665-3421 or email amy.cummins@
utrgv.edu.
SGA Meeting
The Student Government Association 
will meet from 2 to 3 p.m. in Student 
Academic Center Room 2.130 on the 
Edinburg campus.
Dance Workshop
The Filipino Student Association will 
conduct a modern dance workshop 
from 3 to 5 p.m. in Recreation Center 
Dance Studio 1 on the Edinburg campus.
Pumpkin Decorating
The Bilingual Education Student 
Organization will host a pumpkin 
decorating social and competition 
from 4 to 6 p.m. via Zoom.
Saturday
Pharr Food Bank
The Center for Student Involvement 
and Fraternity and Sorority Life will 
engage in community service from 9 
a.m. to noon at the Food Bank of the Rio 
Grande Valley, located at 724 N. Cage 
Blvd. in Pharr.
Saturday
Chess Championships
The Chess Club will host the 2022 
Texas Grade Championships from 1 
to 9 p.m. Saturday and from 8 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Sunday in the University Ballroom 
on the Edinburg campus. 
Ongoing 
Flu Shots Available 
Free flu shots are available to all 
UTRGV employees, their enrolled 
dependents and current students from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday in 
Cortez Hall Room 237 on the Brownsville 
campus and at 613 N. Sugar Road in 
Edinburg. 
--Compiled by Landon Burns
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Student Government Association Associate Justice Melanie Gutierrez (right) administers the oath of office to 
Tristan Hernandez (left), newly appointed senator for the College of Engineering and Computer Science, and 
Associate Justice Ihssan Al-Qudah during the Sept. 23 senate meeting in the Music, Science and Learning Center 
on the Brownsville campus.

SGA appoints two new members
The Student Government 

Association has appointed 
Ihssan Al-Qudah, a 
biology sophomore, as an 
associate justice and Tristan 
Hernandez, a computer 
engineering junior, as senator 
for the College of Engineering 
and Computer Science. 

Hernandez and Al-Qudah 
each spoke before their 
appointment during the Sept. 
23 senate meeting. 

Hernandez said he applied 
because of his leadership 
experience and his desire to 
contribute to the change in the 
availability of classes offered 
in the Brownsville campus. 

“I know here in Brownsville, 
most of the colleges, the 
population is a little small in 
comparison to Edinburg,” 
he said. “I mean, obviously, 
Edinburg has the far more 
variety of classes to choose 
from. You try to select a class, 
but it’s only in Edinburg.”

Hernandez said this is one 
of the issues that he would 
like to address in his college 
as well as in the other colleges. 

Al-Qudah said, “I am fit for 
this role because I believe I have 
the capacity to make unbiased 
decisions with evidence and 
precedence as factors.” 

During the executive team 
report, SGA Vice President 
Jose Herrera said the team 
would meet with Campus 
Auxiliary Services regarding 
parking and transportation 
issues after the senate 
meeting.

In an interview with 
The Rider last Tuesday, 
Herrera said the SGA will 
collaborate with Parking and 
Transportation Services to 
market resources, such as the 
VOLT.

“You know, how, like, the 
VOLT works, like, that you get 
in, you show them your student 
ID and then you can use it to go 
around the campus,” he said. 
“Well, they heard, like, some 
students … don’t know that that 
is available to them.”

Asked about the SGA’s idea 
of hybrid zoning designations, 
Herrera replied, “They said 
that’s something that they 
already kind of look at, but for 
sure that they want to include 
us. That way, we can see the 
process and possibly put some 
input on it as well.”

Student Life Program 
Coordinator and SGA Adviser 
Kourtnie Hernandez said that 
Parking and Transportation 
Services was looking for a 
focus group of 10 students. The 
focus group session took place 
Sept. 26 in the Student Union 

on the Edinburg campus and 
last Tuesday in the Life & 
Health Sciences Biology Wing 
on the Brownsville campus. 
All students were eligible to 
participate. 

Herrera said Parking and 
Transportation Services will 
send a survey to students via 
email for their opinion.

Kourtnie Hernandez said 
the positions of secretary of 

administration and finance 
and office assistant for SGA 
are still vacant.

 Hernandez also announced 
three new full-time staff 
members in Student 
Involvement. Cristina 
Rodriguez is the new assistant 
director of Student Activities, 
who started on Sept. 1; Isela 
“Sel” Gomez is the new head 
coach for the Spirit Program; 

and Stefanie Elliott is the new 
administrative assistant for 
Student Activities. Gomez and 
Elliott start their jobs today. 

Herrera said UTRGV 
Madness is confirmed. The SGA 
will reach out to organizations 
about this event before Oct. 14.

Student Activities officials 
said the event will take place 
Oct. 28.

UTRGV to open regenerative medicine lab

The School of Podiatric Medicine has 
received a $125,000 Rising STARs grant 
to establish a new research lab on the 
UTRGV Harlingen campus. 

UTRGV Researcher Dr. Claudia 
Biguetti is head of the lab, which will 
focus on regenerative medicine. 

“The impact of my work is to try to help 
accelerate bone healing when a patient 
has a surgery for bone reconstruction, 

or if a patient has a fracture and needs 
to reconnect bones, or for patients who 
need … bone implants,” Biguetti said.

Asked about the future lab’s research, 
she replied, “We search for new methods 
and for new drugs that could help with 
the bone healing.” 

Biguetti said that the research would 
be useful to certain populations. 

“Especially for patients that have 
compromised healing, for example, diabetic 
patients,” she said. “These [patients] suffer 
more of these musculoskeletal problems.”

 For Biguetti, being able to do this 
research is a wonderful opportunity. 

“I can create new ways to deliver … 
treatments to these patients,” she said. “I 
enjoy doing research.” 

 When she interviewed for her job at 
UTRGV, she told School of Podiatric 
Medicine Dean Javier La Fontaine 
about her ideas of establishing a lab for 
regenerative medicine.

 The goal has become a reality with the 
assistance of the Rising STARs grant, which 
was established by the 
University of Texas 
System and will be used 
to purchase equipment 
and renovate labs on 
campus. 

 “If the UT System 
sees the potential 
of your research, 
they will grant the 
institution,” Biguetti 
said.

This lab will be located on the third 
floor of the Clinical Education building 
on the Harlingen campus. 

“The reason we need to have this lab 
here is because they are also students 
in the school of Podiatric Medicine,” 
Biguetti said.

 The school is located on the Harlingen 
campus and was established this year. 
Biguetti said the creation of the school 
helped in the push for the lab. 

“It’s a wonderful opportunity to start 
this culture of research … to help our 
students, our future physicians, to have 
this vision of new treatments,” she said. 
“It’s super exciting to start my lab in a 
new school.” 

The lab is starting with three current 
graduate students, but will expand soon. 

“I hope to recruit two or three 
[undergraduates],” Biguetti said. “They can 
come from UTRGV or from community 
colleges. … Maybe it can help them make 
decisions for their future.”

These students will work on a variety 
of tasks. 

“We are researching new immunological 

markers that can be related with … 
inflammatory complications … in Mexican 
Americans that [have advanced] diabetes,” 
Biguetti said. “Two of my students [are 
collecting] clinical data. … We want to 
apply new pathways to improve bone 
healing.”

This data would then be used in animal 
models for testing. 

“[Mice] and rats are well-established 
animal models in research, and we 
transfer the clinical problems …  problems 

that we have in clinic 
… we transfer to the 
animals. We try to 
heal the fracture in 
the animal or we put 
an implant in the 
animal and we try to 
mimic what we have 
in clinic,” Biguetii 
said.

She also spoke 
about the next step in 

the research project. 
“We are trying to apply for a research 

grant from UTRGV to test the implants in 
our animal models for diabetes,” Biguetti 
said. “It will be rats and mice and it will 
be fractured models.”

She said animals are taken care of.
“The animal does not suffer, everything 

is regulated,” Biguetti said. 
Overall, the researcher is optimistic 

about the future of the center and 
the research that will be conducted, 
especially for the Rio Grande Valley 
community. 

“I think we have a highly diverse field 
and it is a way we can help each other,” 
she said. “I have always been interested 
in research because it is a field where you 
can help a lot of people at the same time.”

Biguetti said the short-term goals 
are to launch the lab and then bring in 
undergraduate students.

“For summer research, I think it will 
be a wonderful opportunity for medical 
students to engage in the lab,” she said. 
“We will be accepting new students for 
summer.”

Graduate Research Assistant Alfonso Reyes (from left),  School of Podiatric Medicine Assistant 
Professor Claudia Biguetti, Graduate Research Assistant Olivia Mackey and Graduate Research 
Assistant Peter Elvin pose at the main entrance of the Clinical Education Building on the 
Harlingen campus. Biguetti said the opening of a regenerative medicine lab is “a wonderful 
opportunity to start this culture of research.”

--Dr. Claudia Biguetti
UTRGV Researcher

“I think we have a highly diverse 
field and it is a way we can help 
each other. I have always been 
interested in research because it is 
a field where you can help a lot of 
people at the same time.”
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“My dream job is to open my 
own business, you know, be 
my own boss. Specifically, 

like, a cosmetology business, 
like a nail salon or hair salon. 
So, hopefully, once I graduate 

from my MBA, I’ll go to 
cosmetology school.”

“Mi sueño es poder tener, 
bueno, trabajar en la industria 
de hospitalidad y poder tener 
restaurantes que tengan una 
experiencia muy padre, muy 

diferente a lo que ya ahorita y, 
este, poder traer a diferentes 

personas y que se diviertan y que 
tengan un buen momento y una 

buena experiencia”. 

Emiliano Castillo
biomedical sciences senior

Fabian Sosa 
estudiante de tercer año en 

español

“My dream job would be to be 
a doctor. And I love to travel 

the world and offer health care 
to places … where they’re most 
needed. Places like Zimbabwe, 
Suriname, [Eswatini], places 
where there’s really, like, a big 

need for health care.”

“El trabajo de mi sueño será ser 
un pastor de una iglesia [para] 

jóvenes”.

Angelica Portales
accounting graduate student 

Alondra Vela Arce
estudiante de primer año en 

hospitalidad y turismo

--Compiled and photos by  Roxanna Miranda

Why be a ho?

Arisbeth Rodriguez
COPY EDITOR

With all the recent scandals 
coming out about celebrities 
cheating on their mega good-
looking wives, I ask you 
readers, “Why cheat?”

Ned Fulmer, a long-time 
“wife haver” and a member of 
famous YouTube group The 
Try Guys, has recently been 
found to have cheated on his 
wife. 

I love The Try Guys, 
OK. I have been watching 
them since their time at 
Buzzfeed and even after they 
left and created their own 
independent production 
industry. 

When I noticed on Sept. 
2 that their collective 
Instagram no longer seemed 
to be featuring Fulmer, I 
thought it was due to the 
fact that he, a 35-year-old 
man, was into non-fungible 
tokens and the rest of the 
team was not into them and 
knew the fans wouldn’t like 
it. I thought they were trying 
to keep positive favor for the 
fans by not featuring him 
until the NFT drama died 
down.

But then, on Sept. 26, 

many TikTok videos started 
popping up on my For You 
Page alleging that he was 
cheating on his wife of 10 
years, Ariel, with the associate 
director of The Try Guys 
since the start of September. 
I thought, “No. He couldn’t 
do that.” I mean, his whole 
thing for most of his career 
was that he is the guy who 
loves his wife and is slightly 
funny because he has a wife. 

He couldn’t do that.
But just like John Mulaney, 

he let me down.
The group of four original 

members turned into a trio on 
Sept. 29 when The Try Guys 
official Instagram, Facebook 
and other social media posted 
a message that Ned Fulmer is 
no longer working with The 
Try Guys “as a result of a 
thorough internal review.” 

I tried excusing it, ya know, 
maybe it was due to the fact 
that rumors were spreading 
fast and it made their brand 
and Fulmer, who has been 
known throughout their 
videos as “the guy with a 
wife” and other fun names, 
look bad. And because they 

have two very young children, 
I thought maybe it was just to 
keep them safe.

But then, within an hour 
of Fulmer no longer being 
a partner of The Try Guys, 
he posted his own message 
about how family should have 
been his priority but he “lost 
focus and had a consensual 
workplace relationship.” My 
man, that is dumb.

My problem with his 
message, besides that he 
cheated, was that it wasn’t 
consensual for his wife, who 
may not have known what he 
was doing. 

She is a pillar of his 
personality. So many Try 
Guys videos reference him as 
just “my wife” guy, so for him 
to pull a John Mulaney and 
essentially build his career on 
how much he loves his wife, 
how devoted he is, only to 
pull the rug from beneath us 
and be a ho, well, Twitter and 
I were shocked.

I must say, these cheating 
scandals are getting 
ridiculous. If you don’t like 
your partner, your wife or 
whatever you have, don’t be 
with them. If there isn’t any 
reason for you to stay, don’t. 
Why live unhappily quietly 
and sleep with others when 
you could just break up and 
date others? 

It looks bad on you to be 
unfaithful, especially if your 
wife seems as kindhearted as 
Fulmer’s.

...for him to pull a John 
Mulaney and essentially build 
his career on how much he 
loves his wife, how devoted 
he is, only to pull the rug from 
beneath us and be a ho, well, 
Twitter and I were shocked.
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Salud Estudiantil ofrece una Salud Estudiantil ofrece una 
amplia gama de serviciosamplia gama de servicios

El Centro de Salud Estudiantil 
(Student Health) de UTRGV es un 
recurso esencial para los estudiantes 
del campus.

El Centro de Salud tiene directores 
médicos, “proveedores de nivel medio 
[y] enfermeras practicantes que 
se unen y ofrecen una variedad de 
servicios para los estudiantes”, según 
Rick Gray, director de Servicios de 
Salud Estudiantil.

La misión de Salud Estudiantil es 
brindar servicios de salud y programas 
educativos de alta calidad a todos los 
estudiantes, permitiéndoles dedicar 
toda su atención al objetivo de 
educación y autodescubrimiento de la 
universidad, según su sitio web.

Exámenes físicos, chequeos 
generales, medicamentos recetados 
y de venta libre, un laboratorio de 
servicio completo, inmunizaciones 
y vacunas son solo algunos de los 
servicios que se brindan.

UT Health también brinda servicios 
de salud accesibles, confidenciales y 
económicos para mujeres, afirma el 
sitio web.

Los servicios de salud de la mujer 
incluyen exámenes de rutina, recetas 
y control de la natalidad, pruebas de 
embarazo, referencias de planificación 
familiar y asesoramiento y citas de 
bienestar de la mujer.

“Alrededor del 40 al 45% de lo que 

hacemos es para los servicios de salud 
de la mujer”, dijo Gray.

Por una tarifa de servicio de $30 
por semestre, los estudiantes pueden 
visitar las clínicas tantas veces como 
quieran y nunca se les cobrará por una 
visita al consultorio.

“Hay algunas cosas por las que 
tenemos que cobrar”, dijo Gray. 
“Tenemos una pequeña farmacia, por 
lo que cualquier medicamento que se 
solicite ... los estudiantes tendrán que 
pagarlo. … Solo cobramos lo que nos 
cuesta conseguirlos. … Lo mismo con 
el trabajo de laboratorio. Si necesita 
trabajo de laboratorio, tenemos un 
contrato con nuestro laboratorio en 
el campus para brindar servicios que 

[son] muy económicos”.
Los cargos que se facturan no se 

cobran y en cambio se acreditan en la 
cuenta ASSIST de los estudiantes.

“No recaudamos dinero en la 
clínica”, dijo Gray. “Los cargos son 
sólo publicados en su cuenta ASSIST. 
Puedes liquidarlos o esperar a 
liquidarlos al final del semestre. … Tu 
decides”.

UT Health también ofrece seguro 
para estudiantes, AcademicBlue Student 
Health Plan, que es un contrato estatal y 
está disponible a $250 al mes.

RGV Student Health está abierto de 
8 a.m. a 5 p.m. de lunes a viernes. Las 
clínicas en el campus están ubicadas 
en Cortez Hall en el campus de Texas 
Southmost College y en 613 N. Sugar 
Road en Edinburg.

Los chequeos sin cita están 
disponibles, pero los estudiantes que 
soliciten procedimientos electivos 
deben programar una cita, que se 
puede hacer por teléfono al 665-2511 

La ubicación de Brownsville UT Health RGV está abierta a los estudiantes y se encuentra en 
Cortez Hall 237 y la clínica de Edinburg se encuentra en 613 N. Sugar Road. Ambos están 
abiertos de 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. de lunes a viernes. Una línea de asesoramiento de enfermería las 
24 horas está disponible en el (855) 810-4457.

para Edinburg y al 882-3896 para 
Brownsville. También se pueden hacer 
citas enviando un correo electrónico a 
healthservices@utrgv.edu.

“Solo recuerde que es su clínica”, dijo 
Gray.  “Ya lo has pagado. Llámenos 
si no está seguro, si tiene alguna 
pregunta. Ese es nuestro trabajo, 
encontrar respuestas. … Nuestro 
trabajo es brindarle los servicios que 
necesita para tener éxito en la escuela”.

Teresita Dominguez
THE RIDER

Guía de supervivencia de 
UTRGV: primero de una serie



prescriptions and over-the-counter 
medications, a full-service laboratory, 
immunizations and vaccines are just 
some of the services provided.

UT Health also provides accessible, 
confidential and cost-effective 
women’s health services, the website 
states.

Women’s health services include 
routine exams, birth control 
prescriptions and management, 
pregnancy testing, family planning 
and counseling referrals and women’s 
wellness appointments.

“About 40 to 45% of what we do is for 
women’s health services,” Gray said.

For a service fee of $30 per semester, 
students may visit the clinics as many 
times as they want and will never be 
charged for an office visit.

“There are some things we have to 
charge for,” Gray said. “We have a small 
pharmacy, so any medications that are 
ordered … students would have to pay 
for them. … We only charge what it 
costs us to get them. … The same with 
lab work. If you need lab work, we have 
a contract with our on-campus lab to 
provide services that [are] very cheap.”

Any changes that are billed are not 

collected and are instead credited to 
the students’ ASSIST account. 

“We don’t collect any money in the 
clinic,” Gray said. “Charges are just 
posted on your ASSIST account. You 
can pay them off or wait to pay them 
off at the end of the semester. … It’s up 
to you.”

UT Health also offers students 
insurance, AcademicBlue Student 
Health, which is a statewide contract 
and is available at $250 a month.

RGV Student Health is open from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
The on-campus clinics are located in 
Cortez Hall on the Texas Southmost 
College campus and at 613 N. Sugar 
Road in Edinburg.

Walk-in checkups are available, but 
students requesting elective procedures 
must schedule an appointment, 
which can be done by phone at 665-
2511 for Edinburg and 882-3896 for 
Brownsville. Appointments can also 
be made by emailing healthservices@
utrgv.edu.

“Just remember that it’s your clinic,” 
Gray said. “You’ve already paid for it. 
Call us if you’re not sure, if you have 
a question. That’s our job, to find 
answers. … Our job is to provide you 
the services you need to be successful 
at school.”
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CLUB SPOTLIGHT

Members of the Elliott Chemical Society include (front row, from left) Roy Rodriguez, Junior Vice President Joseph 
Casas, President Jenna Scoggin, Junior President Emanuel Flores, Mariana Torres, Vice President Niharika Kunta, 
Angela Guajardo and Ximena Torres. Back row: Rigo Ybarra, Historian Brianna Salinas, Joseph Cardona, Shadman 
Sakib, Diego De Leon, Secretary Cesar Sanchez and Daniel De Leon. 

Name: Elliott Chemical Society
Established: The club was created before COVID-19 but 
was inactive until 2021. 
Mission: The club’s mission is to bring people who enjoy 
science together, as well as further promote Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math (STEAM), 
according to the Elliot Chemical Society President Jenna 
Scoggin. 
Club Sponsor and Faculty Adviser: Assistant Professor 
Shizue Mito, of the Department of Chemistry
President: Jenna Scoggin
Junior President: Emanuel Flores
Vice President: Niharika Kunta 
Junior Vice President: Joseph Casas 
Treasurer: Jorge Salinas
Historian: Brianna Salinas
Secretary: Cesar Sanchez
Members: Roy Rodriguez, Rigo Ybarra, Diego De Leon, 
Joseph Cardona, Shadman Sakib, Mariana Torres, Daniel 
De Leon, Angela Guajardo and Ximena Torres
Activities: Community outreaches, such as science 
experiment shows for elementary and middle schools, 
science-themed events, fundraisers to attend conferences, 
general meetings that introduce science research topics and 
research/internship opportunities. 
Membership Requirements: Open to all majors, but the 
club encourages chemistry students to join. Membership 
is free. For a payment of $20, members will receive a 
graduation cord from the club.  
For more information: email elliottchemicalsociety@
gmail.com or message @utrgvecs on Instagram.
--Compiled by Aurora Acevedo

Want your club featured?Want your club featured?
Email us at therider@utrgv.edu or call usEmail us at therider@utrgv.edu or call us

at 882-5143 in Brownsville and 665-5085 in Edinburg!at 882-5143 in Brownsville and 665-5085 in Edinburg!

Aurora Acevedo/THE RIDER

Daniela Martinez Salazar/THE RIDER 
Integrated health sciences major and Medical Assistant Kimberly Rivera fills out the information 
needed for students to receive their flu shot provided by UT Health RGV in the University 
Library  on the Brownsville campus.
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RGV Low Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic 
will host its fourth annual Spay-ghetti 
& No-Balls fundraiser from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Oct. 18 at Mama’s Pizzeria and Italian 
Kitchen, located at 401 N. 10th St. in 
McAllen. 

Clinic Manager John Vallejo said 
as a 501c3 nonprofit organization, the 
clinic conducts fundraisers to continue 
its daily operations.

“Spay-ghetti and No-Balls it’s going 
to be our fourth annual [event], which 
is sponsored by Mama’s Pizzeria and 
Italian Kitchen,” Vallejo said. “It’s $20 a 
ticket where you get a meal that includes 
spaghetti with choice of meat or veggie 
sauce, bread, salad and drink.”

The event will feature door prizes, 
drawings, a costume contest and live 
music.

“The door prizes will be small items 
like dog bowls, you know, treats [and] 
stuff like that, that were donated from 
different businesses,” Vallejo said. “We 
are also going to raffle a big Halloween 
wreath ... leashes and all that. So, it’s a 
little bit of everything.”

Tickets can be purchased at the 
restaurant, the clinic, located at 500 E. 
Hackberry Ave., Suite 100 B in McAllen, 
or the Remembrance thrift store, at 1700 
N. 10th St. in McAllen. Tickets can also be 
purchased online at myrgvspayneuter.
com.

Sonny sits in his cage at the RGV Low Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic located in McAllen. 
Aurora Acevedo/THE RIDER

Vallejo said the clinic hopes for a 
good turnout at the event.

“We are hoping that this year we’ll 
have a good outcome and, so far, we 
have sold over 100 tickets already,” he 
said. “I know this time we are going 
a little bit [all] out and thanks to the 
sponsor, Mama’s Pizzeria, that they’re 
literally putting more in there to make 
it a good outcome.”

Madeline Scalise James, owner of 
Mama’s Pizzeria and Italian Kitchen, 

said she hopes to spread awareness of 
sterilization.

“All of the proceeds from [the event] 
are going to be donated to [RGV] Low 
Cost Spay and Neuter [Clinic] to help 
them and maybe educate people on 
spaying and neutering their animals 
and how important that is,” James 
said. “I know we have a very high 
volume over there at the kill shelters, 
where people just keep letting their 
animals have babies and when they 

don’t want them and they just dump 
them. I know that’s not nice to say 
but that’s the truth, and that’s why I 
[help].”

Vallejo said the community can help 
the clinic by making donations.

“We take monetary donations and 
that can be done over the phone, in 
person, or you could go through our 
webpage or even our Facebook page,” 
he said. “We have a PayPal [account]. 
… Anything is really appreciated.”

The clinic also accepts items such as 
detergent, rubbing alcohol, towels of 
any size, pee pads, hydrogen peroxide 
and Clorox.

Vallejo said the clinic specializes in 
spay/neutering for dogs or cats at a 
low cost. To book an appointment, call 
687-7728 or visit the clinic in McAllen.

“At this point, we are solid booked 
for the end of the year,” he said. “As you 
can see, this is how high the demand 
is here in the Rio Grande Valley since 
we are the only clinic here in Hidalgo 
County at a lower cost.”

Alejandra Cardenas, a mass 
communication junior, said it is amazing 
to see everyone come together and help 
spread awareness of sterilization.

“I think it’s cool that they’re taking 
the time to do that, because I think it’s 
a problem,” Cardenas said. “It’s not 
talked about a lot. Like, you see a lot 
of strays in the street and it breaks my 
heart because I just want to give them 
a home but I can’t.”

Cause fur paws: Spay-ghetti and no-balls fundraiser
Fatima Gamez Lopez

SPANISH EDITOR

Barrios: representation and health care for all

Texas gubernatorial 
candidate and Green Party 
co-chair Delilah Barrios 
spoke about her thoughts on 
climate change, abortion, gun 
control, critical race theory, 
election and voting security, 
the LGBTQ+ community and 
immigration.

Editor’s note: The Rider reached out to Texas gubernatorial 
candidates Beto O’Rourke (Democrat), Delilah Barrios (Green 
Party) and Republican incumbent Gov. Greg Abbott to discuss 
their thoughts or plans of action for several topics, if elected into 
office.  Gov. Abbott’s team told The Rider they are unable to make 
an interview work at the moment and, as of press time Friday, 
O’Rourke’s team had not responded to the request.

Although Barrios was born 
in Brownsville, she considers 
Port Isabel her hometown 
and currently resides in the 
Central Texas town of Kyle.

She works as a 
cardiovascular certified 
surgical technician at a Level 
II trauma surgery hospital 
and has been doing so for 
almost 20 years.

Barrios told The Rider 

she is running for governor 
because she believes politics 
often lacks representation for 
people like her and wants to 
do her best to represent them. 

“Indigenous people, 
Latin people who have been 
aggressed upon for centuries,” 
she wrote in an email to 
The Rider last Thursday. 
“Socialists who want all of our 
citizens to not simply survive 
but thrive here. Hard workers 
who are being crushed by 
capitalism.”

In an interview with The 
Rider in August, she said 
her family didn’t have fair 
representation.

“What we’re lacking is 
somebody with the courage 
to do the things that are 
necessary and we’re lacking 
the people with the morals to 
do what they promise once 
they’re elected in office,” 
Barrios said.

Asked what her main focus 
would be if she were elected 
governor, Barrios replied that 
health care is top priority due 
to her experience as a health-
care worker.

“With Roe v. Wade being 
overturned and physicians and 
health-care providers being 
faced with felony charges and 
things like that, health care is 
top priority,” she said. “I’ve 
been a health-care worker for 
almost 20 years now so I can 
see very clearly that there are 
a lot of improvements to be 
made and I know that we just 
need somebody with a little 
bit of a backbone to be able to 
make the changes necessary 
to make sure that everybody is 
being covered like they should 
be.”
Climate change

“To me, it looks like 
and it feels very much like 
us taxpayers are paying 
corporations to poison us 
and our communities and 

that needs to be stopped,” 
Barrios said. “We’re talking 
billions of dollars that are 
going, basically, for us to, you 
know, get sick from their leaks 
or their spills, or them not 
cleaning up properly. … We 
do not have enough corporate 
oversight at all, especially in 
Texas.”

Abortion
“I would just want any of 

these pro-life individuals 
to have to hold somebody’s 
hand who spontaneously 
had an abortion and had no 
control over it,” Barrios said. 
“I want them to look into 
their eyes and try and paint 
them a villain. People do not 
know why your pregnancy 
may be lost and it’s nobody’s 
business. And it’s very cruel 
and inhumane to treat people 
like cattle. … It makes me 
very mad when I talk about it 
because I know a lot of people 
that have been affected by 
this. … Everybody just feels 
overwhelmed and stressed 
out because of these things 
and they’re all good people, 
you know. Anybody can need 
an abortion for any particular 
reason and it’s nobody else’s 
business at all and it’s a 
violation of your privacy and 
your autonomy for somebody 
else to be trying to criminalize 

you for needing medical care.”
Gun control

“I think that this time of 
age is very critical,” Barrios 
said. “There are a lot of things 
happening and, so, I fully 
understand people clutching 
to their Second Amendment 
rights because, you know, 
as a woman, knowing that 
your rights can be violated 
and taken away, it’s not a 
very comfortable thought. I 
do think that what we should 
do is limit the amount of 
magazines.”

Although she knows of 
people who teach classes on 
gun safety and are cautious 
with their weapons, Barrios 
said there is still a risk of 
what happened on May 24 
at Robb Elementary School 
in the southwest Texas city 
of Uvalde, where a gunman 
killed 19 students and two 
teachers. 

“Some of the people are 
like, ‘Oh, I collect,’” Barrios 
said. “It’s a hobby to them. 
... There’s a risk that people 
could do something horrible, 
like what happened in Uvalde. 
… One of the things that I talk 
about a lot in conjunction to 
gun violence is that we don’t 
address any of the systemic 
problems our communities 
are facing. So, for one 
instance, community police 
is a good viable option. … It 
would prevent things, like 
[the Robb Elementary School 
shooting], from happening.”
Critical race theory

“Are we trying to say that 
we want to ban books and 
people should not read about 
history because it hurts their 
feelings?” Barrios said. “I 
can’t take that question very 
seriously because … it’s not 
even a subject. 

“Most children I know 
are more than willing and 

Verilu Infante
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Delilah Barrios
Texas gubernatorial candidate and Green party co-chair

COURTESY  PHOTO

See BARRIOS, Page 11

--Delilah Barrios
Texas gubernatorial candidate 

and Green Party co-chair

“I think that education should be 
free. I think you should be able to 
live comfortably. I think you should 
have public transportation wherever 
you need to go. I don’t feel like you 
need to be killing yourself just to 
survive. I think that you have every 
right to thrive here.”



grade levels. 
Degollado also said it is 

crucial to have events like this 
for the younger generation 
of Latinos since he benefited 
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HAPPY SOLVING!

See ALUMNUS, Page 11

Omar E. Zapata
A&E REPORTER

Aries-Take time to appreciate the happy 
moments in life before it’s too late. 
Although it can be hard, disregard others’ 
opinions instead of letting them affect 
your day. Explore the world around you 
with friends or a special someone. Allow 
excitement to create your lifestyle. 

Leo-Your home is not only a place to 
sleep, eat and relax; it is your safe space. 
For that reason, keep it tidy by decluttering 
and organizing items in your room. This 
will help settle your mind and allow you 
to be fully  comfortable. Find time in your 
schedule to make this a daily habit. 

Sagittarius-Despite the stress that 
September brought to your life, October 
will bring in some light. This month 
will focus on the positives in situations. 
Keep the momentum by knocking things 
out one-by-one off your to-do list. By 
doing this you will have more time for 
adventure. 

Libra-It seems as if you have a lot to 
make up for and your patience is running 
out. All your actions seem as if they aren’t 
making a difference when behind the 
scenes they are. Keep putting effort in 
and your issues will start to fade. Make 
this switch permanent and not just a 
phase; it will have a positive impact in 
your life. 

Gemini-Going back and forth can be 
draining. Figure out what it is that you 
need and want in your position. Things 
won’t start to change unless you put 
some effort and action into it. Be smart 
with your decisions before you make a 
mistake that leads to deep regret. 

Aquarius-This week, spirit is 
highlighting the financial stability in 
your life. Be aware of where your money 
goes and how much of it does. Develop 
a system that satisfies your needs and 
wants. Acting out of greed can become a 
problem if you do not stop yourself soon 
enough. 

Scorpio-Take this new month as a fresh 
start and leave whatever happened in the 
past. Don’t let mistakes get in the way of  
opportunities that can flourish into a new 
beginning. Incorporating this new cycle 
into your lifestyle will have you achieve 
greatness. 

Pisces-Whenever you are feeling uneasy, 
use your creativity to express what you 
are feeling. This type of therapy can be 
relaxing and help reset your mindset. It 
is OK to take small breaks from time-to-
time to take care of your mental health. 
Make an effort to keep this adjustment. 

Cancer-Many of the situations you 
find yourself in happen because of your 
choices. Put an end to child-like behaviors 
and start to be real with yourself. Real 
change only begins when you become 
a fully transparent individual. Focus 
on the outlook rather than what seems 
enjoyable in the moment. 

Taurus-Taking things steady and easy is 
the way to address all situations. Lately, 
you’ve become a master at this mindset, 
which is great to keep forever. Soon all of 
your goals will start to project into your 
future without having to put as much 
effort. Take things as they are instead of 
adding more to it. 

Virgo-Making yourself a priority is a 
weakness of yours. Instead of taking 
care of others, put yourself first. Take 
a vacation or spend the day getting 
pampered. Nothing is wrong with 
making choices for your benefit. Soon 
you’ll master self-care, even on the 
toughest days. 

Capricorn-Some of your family 
members may be dismissing you due to 
a particular reason. Even though this 
may be affecting you, it is best to ignore 
it. They will come to their senses on their 
own. Instead, focus on your future career 
and everything will start to fall into place. 

Astrology Rider: Weekly HoroscopesAstrology Rider: Weekly Horoscopes
Danielle Perez
ONLINE EDITOR

  Dibble Dabbles 
                                                  by Alejandro Peña  

Last week’s 
puzzle  
answer key:

UTPA alumnus hopes to inspire next generation
About 25 years in the 

making, “The Family 
Izquierdo” will be featured 
in “A Fiction Reading & 
Conversation with author 
Rubén Degollado” from 8 
to 9 a.m. and 12:30-1:30 
p.m. Tuesday in Liberal Arts 
Building South Room 304. 

The graduate of legacy 
institution University of Texas-
Pan American with a bachelor’s 
degree in English will talk with 
UTRGV students about fiction 
writing, the publishing process 
and his professional journey as 
an author. 

“It’s exciting to be invited 
back to the university as an 
author and just to give back 
to the university that gave so 
much to me,” Degollado told 
The Rider in an interview 
Sept. 26.

He said he worked on “The 
Family Izquierdo” (W. W. 
Norton & Company, 2022) 
for 25 years, the last 10 of 
which was spent trying to get 

a publisher for it. 
“It got rejected a few 

times,” Degollado said. “The 
challenge for me was being 
seen at the right time by the 
right people. And the obstacle 
was just continuing to believe 
in it, to believe that it was a 
good book and that it was 
going to be published in its 
own time.” 

He describes it as an epic 
of an intergenerational family 
living in McAllen with a 
lingering curse by a jealous 
neighbor and is told through 
the voices of different family 
members. Through trials and 
tribulations, the family still 
finds success. The colorful 
book cover comes from the 
story itself and revolves 
around a lot of the family’s 
celebrations. 

Amy Cummins, a professor 
in the department of 
Literatures and Cultural 
Studies, planned the event 
and told The Rider she has 
been following Degollado’s 
work for the last nine years. 

“It’s great to see alumni 

Rubén Degollado, an English alumnus from legacy institution University of Texas-Pan American has published 
two books, “Throw: A Novel,” and his most recent, “The Family Izquierdo.” The UTRGV Department of Literatures 
and Cultural Studies will host “A Fiction Reading & Conversation with Rubén Degollado” from 8 to 9 a.m. and 
from 12:30-1:30 p.m. Tuesday in Liberal Arts Building South Room 304.

achieving so much,” she 
said. “He’s coming here 
because he’s an inspiring, 
nationally known author who 
is a graduate of the legacy 
institution in Edinburg.”

Cummins said it is 
important to have Latino 
writers and literature on 
campus year-round, not only 
during Hispanic Heritage 
Month, and for students at all 
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state and the country with the goal of 
exceeding that $2 million mark every 
year.

“We can’t rest on what we generated 
last year,” Volpe said. “We’ve got 
to continue to generate expanded 
resources every year and there’s 
many ways that we do that. And 
three of the key ones I’ve mentioned 
[are] corporate partnerships, ticket 

sales and philanthropy. There’s also 
licensing. It’s a challenge of ours to 
continue to spread our brand, our 
five letters, [UTRGV], throughout the 
region from a retail perspective, as 
well as throughout the state. So, a lot 
of key pieces to, hopefully, breaking $2 
million on our way to $3 million and 
then on our way to $4 million and so 
on and so forth.”

Asked how the department plans to 
spend the money generated, he listed 
where the money will go.

“I think all of those revenue buckets 

are to enhance the student-athlete 
experience,” Volpe said. “Certainly 
help us travel, scholarships for student 
athletes [and] capital projects that 
you’ve seen. There’s a myriad of ways 
that the revenue helps enhance our 
program.”

Asked how she felt about the 
department raising over $2 million, 
Hernandez, associate Athletics 

director for Marketing 
and Strategic Initiatives, 
replied she was happy.

“It’s very exciting 
because that only reflects 
the support of the 
community,” she said. “I 
think [in] the community, 
in recent years, everybody 
knows what we’re trying 
to do here, [at] UTRGV. 
I think it’s exciting and 
rewarding to see that 
from the ticket side and 
the corporate sales [that] 
people are excited about 
it, and they’re willing 
to support. So, I’m very 
thankful and excited for 
that.”

Hernandez said 
messaging played an 
important role in the 

department generating its revenue.
“You have marketing, ticket sales, 

corporate sales,” she said. “You have the 
development side, sports information 
and coaching. I think everybody’s 
really doing their part to bring the 
message across to the community that 
they were doing an important job here 
at UTRGV Athletics, and that we’re 
not only bettering the lives of our 
student athletes and giving them the 
opportunity to play Division 1 athletics, 
but, also, we’re contributing to the 
UTRGV [and] the RGV community.”

Jose Medina/THE RIDER 
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--Vince Volpe 
Deputy Director of Athletics and Chief Revenue Officer

“All of my colleagues that you 
mentioned … were instrumental 
in really helping our department 

generate the needed resources. So, 
when you generate revenue at a 

significant level, it’s a team sport.”

Lea Karren is a mass communication 
junior and plays for the UTRGV Women’s 
Tennis Team. Karren, a native of Pont 
I’Abbé, France, was an exchange student at 
Jourdanton High School in the South Texas 
city of Jourdanton. She was the first to win 
the Texas State 3A Singles Championship 
for her high  school during her junior year. 

Q: What are some of your hobbies?
A: “I like to play golf with my brothers. 
That’s something that I do a lot. … I love 
to go to the beach. … That’s something that 
I very much enjoy to do just, like, laying 
there and having a good time or, like, go on 
walks.”

Q: What movies or shows do you like?
A: “I like funny movies, like, you know, 
something where you go with it and don’t 
really think about it. … Actually, I like 
[Netflix’s] ‘Selling Sunset.’ I like seeing 
cool houses, decorations. … I like ESPN 
documentaries and sports.”

Q: What has been your proudest 
moment?
A: “I was an exchange student in 
Jourdanton, Texas, in 2017-2018 and 
I was able to win for the first time, like, 
the state championship for my school. 
So, that was a very proud moment for me 
and the school.” 

Q: Who is one of your role models?
A: “One of my role models would be 
Kobe Bryant. I [liked] his work ethic. He 
[was] very passionate about what he did 
and [was] always doing a little bit extra. 
And he always [had] the right attitude 
off the court and on the court. [He was] 
always a good leader for his teammates.”
  
Q: Do you have any fun facts about 
yourself?
A: “Yeah, I was a ballkeep at the [2018] 
French Open. I was the one who was giving 
balls to players. It was pretty amazing. I 
was able to be ballkeep for Rafael Nadal 
[and] Novak Djokovic. … I was 17, so I was 
pretty young.”

Q: Is there something you want 
people to know about you?
A: “I will say that I’m very religious, 
never miss church on Sundays. I go to 
all [Fellowship of Christian Athletes] 
meetings here at school. That would be 
something that you didn’t see at first.” 

--Compiled by Jose Medina

Setting a record: Athletics 
reaches $2M via fundraising

UTRGV Intercollegiate Athletics 
raised a record $2,016,830.69 during 
the 2021-2022 financial year to 
help improve the student-athlete 
experience.

The department raised $682,821.69 
more than the previous financial year, 
according to 
Vince Volpe, 
d e p u t y 
director of 
A t h l e t i c s 
and chief 
r e v e n u e 
officer. 

T h e 
g r o w t h 
was in part 
thanks to 
i n c r e a s e d 
attendance 
after the 
laxing of 
C O V I D - 1 9 
restrictions, 
but UTRGV 
V i c e 
P r e s i d e n t 
and Director 
of Athletics 
Chasse Conque also credited Volpe, 
Sara Hernandez and Seth Jones, the 
Athletics External Operations senior 
leadership team.

“All of my colleagues that you 
mentioned … were instrumental in 
really helping our department generate 
the needed resources,” Volpe told The 
Rider in an interview last Tuesday. 
“So, when you generate revenue at a 
significant level, it’s a team sport.”

He said Athletics is planning to 
continue leveraging key relationships 
throughout the Rio Grande Valley, the 

Aurora Acevedo/THE RIDER GRAPHIC



protesters and police have been killed. 
According to an Associated Press count 
of official statements, more than 1,500 
demonstrators had been arrested as of 
last week. 

At least 76 protesters have been 
killed by Iranian security forces during 
11 days of protests sparked by the death 
of Amini, according to foreignpolicy.
com. 

The 22-year-old was visiting 
the capital when she was arrested. 
Although Iranian authorities claim that 
Amini died of heart failure, her family 
and protesters across Iran accuse 
the government of covering up her 
murder, according to Time magazine. 

“This happens within two hours,” 
said Sara A. Ahmadi, a native of Iran, 
and an assistant professor of practice 
in the UTRGV Department of Teaching 

and Learning. “So, I think that was the 
kind of last straw in the camel. People 
are like, ‘We’re done.’”

Ahmadi said the hijab wearing began 
after the Islamic Revolution in 1979, 
when the religious law became law. 

“Women were considered the 
second-ranked citizens,” she said. 
“They lost a lot of the rights, the 
equality rights, that they had in that 
country. So, basically, women become 
the property of a man as if they cannot 
decide or be on their own.” 

Anytime women wanted to speak 
out about this, they would be shut 
down, but Ahmadi said that this time 
it is different because people now 
understand that a hijab is much more 
than a piece of cloth.

“If there were people at some point 
that were like, ‘No, it doesn’t matter. I 
don’t want another revolution,’ these 
are the things that prevent people from 

really doing something,” Ahmadi said. 
“But this time [they’re] determined. We 
want our rights. And men are also, you 
know, supporting that. We’re tired of 
this regime. There is nothing that can be 
reformed or be done about it. They have 
to be gone. They have to be overthrown.”  

Siamak Javadi, who is married to 
Ahmadi and is an assistant professor 
of finance, said there are millions of 
women who are being killed because 
they want to have their agency back. 

“It’s none of anybody’s business 
to tell them what to wear, what not 
to wear,” Javadi said. “It should be 
relevant to everybody. And, also, 
another thing, UTRGV has a fairly 
good number of Iranians living here. 
I am not the only faculty member. 
You have faculty members in different 
departments.” 

During the protest, authorities shut 
down internet access to Iranians. 

Javadi said the two reasons for 
the internet shutdown is to cut off 
communication between protesters 
in different cities and slow down the 
information going out of Iran so other 
countries do not know what is going 
on. 

“[People] knew this [would] happen, 
people didn’t care, they knew the 
internet would be cut off,” he said. 
“But they continued, and they found 
different ways to, you know, pass on 
the information. So the government 
has been successful in slowing down 
the flow of information, but due to the 
intelligence of my fellow countrymen, 
now the word is out. I mean, the entire 
world is watching.” 

The professors hope that the 
outcome of the protests is a regime 
change and encourage people to 
contact their representatives to bring 
awareness and help Iranians. 
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PROTESTS
Continued from Page 1

Student Government Association Vice President of External Affairs Jose Herrera presents the 
president’s report on behalf of the executive team during the Sept. 23 senate meeting in the 
Music, Science and Learning Center on the Brownsville campus.  

Jesse Valencia/THE RIDER

Ramiro Castro Jr./THE RIDER

Construction barrels at the intersection of Schunior Street and Sugar Road in Edinburg block 
traffic. Similar detours can be found along Schunior Street.

“Without [construction] it would 
probably take 10 or 15 [minutes].”

According to university officials, 
construction will last through the end 
of the year. 

“I know that construction will 
continue for the rest of the semester,” 
said Rodney Gomez, executive director 
of UTRGV Parking and Transportation 
Services.

Abraham Hernandez, executive 
director of Campus Facilities 
Operations, said the end date for the 
Schunior Street construction would be 
later in the year. 

“During my last conversation with 
the project manager, she informed 
me that the tentative completion date 
was mid to late December,” Hernandez 
said.

Asked if he was aware at the start 
of the project that it would shut down 
traffic around Schunior Street for the 
fall semester, he replied, “I was told 
that [construction] would be on and 
off, but I … cannot tell you if it has 
been or hasn’t been. I know that they 
are working on the middle of the road 
and while they are doing that, they are 
not going to open it up.”

Tomas Reyna, Edinburg assistant 
city manager said, “In our experience 
in a construction project it’s [best] to 
try to complete it as much as you can 
with a short minimum disruption. So, 
our ultimate goal is to try to complete 
that construction. … We do have to 
close those sections [of the road] at 
points of the time.”

This does not mean that construction 
is always ongoing or that it does 
not take the concerns of the public 

seriously.
“Currently, we do have the project 

on pause,” Reyna said. “We are 
listening to concerns that we have 
from residents around the university 
and university personnel themselves. 
[Construction] will resume sometime 
[the week of Sept. 26].”

He said while this construction may 
be inconvenient, it is necessary to 
undertake. 

“We had issues with students 
crossing in inappropriate areas, 
causing a danger to themselves and to 
the motorists,” Reyna said. “That was 
the first and foremost reason why we 
are doing this project. We are going 
to do some landscaping … to help 
prevent some of those people that do 
cross Schunior, but do not cross that 
designated crosswalk.”

Hernandez also spoke of the benefits 
this project would have on UTRGV 
pedestrian traffic. 

“One of the project’s [goals] was to 
install a sidewalk from Sugar [Road] 
to Nevarez [Drive],” he said. “... Some 
areas, we are missing sidewalks. We 
had students crossing all over the place 
and there were no sidewalks.”

Reyna admits that this project has 
had its share of issues. 

“Because of [COVID-19], some of the 
lead times on materials were longer 
than we wanted or expected, but those 
have since been already addressed,” he 
said.

Reyna said there is still plenty of 
construction to be done.

“Unfortunately, it’s going to get 
worse before it gets better,” he said. 
“We still need to tear up all the roadway 
and repave it.”  

Asked about a sign on Schunior 
Street that says construction will be 

CONSTRUCTION
Continued from Page 1

Herrera also said the library survey 
is being finished. 

“We’re just finalizing the wording of 
the questions and … the information 
that we want to gather, but we’re very, 
very close to putting that out,” said 
Paul Sharpe, dean of Libraries. 

Sharpe said the survey is expected 
to be completed in the next week to 
10 days. He also said the library will 
conduct a grand prize drawing for 
the students who complete the survey 
and award other small prizes for other 
participants. 

“Because we want significant turnout 
and feedback from students, we’re 
going to be offering a grand prize,” 
Sharpe said. “It’s going to be, probably 
like, a Bluetooth speaker. Then, we’ll 
have several smaller prizes, which are, 
you know … UTRGV swag and library 
stuff.”

Herrera talked about the executive 
team’s meeting with College of 
Sciences Dean Vivian Incera, which 
took place Sept. 16. In the previous 
senate meeting, SGA President 
Jonathan Dominguez said the team 
would “talk about why students are 

choosing to take more classes at the 
Edinburg campus.” 

He said initiatives for the college 
have started, and that he would have 
more details once the team meets with 
the college dean again.

Herrera said the executive team will 
meet with the College of Fine Arts next. 

Julianna Castillo, senator for the 
College of Health Professions and 
chair of Campus Life and Community 
Affairs, said the committee is working 
on two proposals to present to the 
executive team for approval.  

“We do have a senator working on a 
volunteer event for this semester. It’s a 
blood drive,” Castillo said. “So we will 
partner with UT Health on that.” 

She said another senator is working 
on a proposal for a donation drive for 
children and that the committee would 
have more information available on 
these events after the committee’s 
meeting last Wednesday.

Counseling Center Director 
Christopher Albert provided the 
SGA with a presentation regarding 
UTRGV’s Frontline Mental Health 
Support Project, which addresses the 
issue of students not knowing about 
the Counseling Center mental health 
resources. 

SGA
Continued from Page 3

finished by Sept. 30, Reyna replied, 
“That construction date will change.” 

He also said that they did not have 
a clear date as to when construction 
would be completed. 

“At this point, we don’t have an 
answer for that,” Reyna said.

Both Hernandez and Reyna said 
that while construction may be taking 
longer than expected, the end results 
will be worth the issues.

“The results of this will be great 

but, unfortunately, we gotta deal with 
the mishaps until the project gets 
completed,” Hernandez said.

Reyna has a similar outlook on the 
situation. 

“Once it’s all complete, it’s going to 
be a better route,” he said.

Student Salazar hopes that the end 
result is worth the time it is taking. 
--Rider Photographer Daniela 
Martinez Salazar contributed to this 
report.



from them when he was in school. 
He gave an example during his time 

at UTPA when playwright Milcha 
Sanchez-Scott came to campus  with 
her play “Roosters,” which was made 
into a movie and performed live with 
the help of Valente Rodriguez, another 
UTPA alumnus. 

“The visual representation of 
[Sanchez-Scott] and Valente Rodriguez 

… encouraged me as a young Chicano 
writer to continue doing what I was 
doing because I wasn’t seeing a lot 
of people coming down to our public 
spaces,” Degollado said. “… So that’s 
my hope. Is that, by coming to the 
university, [students] are going to 
see one of their very own, and I sat in 
that English building and dreamed of 
being published. … So, hopefully, some 
undergraduate is going to see me and 
say, ‘I have stories to tell and I’m the 
next generation.’”

English sophomore Elidaisabel 
Rodriguez told The Rider she thinks it 
is inspiring that the event will feature 
someone who is from the Rio Grande 
Valley and can relate to the culture. 

“I feel like a lot of young writers … 
need that motivation,” Rodriguez said. 
“A lot of the time, peers and family try 
to tell us to go more, like, the medicine 
route or whatever brings us more 
money and just by having [Degollado] 
here to show us you could make a 
living out of it and be successful is very 

inspiring.” 
Planning to attend the event 

Tuesday, she hopes to ask questions 
about Degollado’s writing process and 
career. 

Degollado’s advice to young Latino 
writers is to believe in themselves, 
study and celebrate those who have 
come before them and to ¡échale 
ganas!

For more information on Degollado 
or to purchase his books, visit 
rubendegollado.com.
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GETTING READY FOR NOV. 8GETTING READY FOR NOV. 8

Sol Garcia (right), a community organizer 
for Planned Parenthood Texas Votes, holds 

a QR code for psychology junior Alondra 
Lozano to take a pledge to vote for abortion 
access. The Intersectional Feminist Student 

Organization helped register students to 
vote and provided candy and condoms last 

Tuesday in the University Library on the 
Edinburg campus. 

Aura Velasquez/THE RIDER PHOTOS

 Ayleen “Lee” Tijerina, a Planned 
Parenthood Texas Votes volunteer and 
Intersectional Feminist Student Organization 
member, holds up a sign encouraging  
students to register to vote last Tuesday on 
the first floor of the University Library on 
the Edinburg campus.

capable to look at history and take 
time processing that information and 
go forward and do better. But for some 
reason there’s a small group of very 
loud people who are against that, and 
I’m not gonna let them speak for me 
and my communities. So, yeah, I’m not 
gonna entertain those ideas.”
Election and voting security

“If we had publicly funded elections 
and there was equal time on debate 
stages, equal amount of information 
to be published, it would be more fair,” 
Barrios said. “There’s also proportional 
voting representation, which is 
something that not a lot of people talk 
about. … They just use the statistics of 
the populace to make sure that there 
is some fairness in the representation. 
And, of course, there’s ranked-choice 
voting as well, which I would be happy 

to support. It’s on our Green Party 
platform, nationally.”
LGBTQ+ Community

“I think that the trans community 
has suffered a lot because of the bigotry 
and, you know, the political pointing 
of the fingers,” Barrios said. “They’ve 
suffered quite a lot. … So, we wanna 
make sure that, regardless of your sex 
or race or gender or the way you look, 
that you’re being treated as a human 
and that you have rights and liberties.”
Immigration

“Everybody’s fighting to not have 
to cover the budget for it but most of 
these places were more than happy to 
claim rights to the natural resources 
and labor from these areas,” Barrios 
said. “So, on the conservative side, you 
have a lot of hypocrites complaining 
about people that they, for probably 
generations, have used and exploited. 
And then, on the left, you have the 
framing of, ‘Oh, we need a savior 

because these people are helpless and 
they need us to save them.’ And that’s 
not true either.”

She said the process of immigration 
needs to be sped up.

“We need to do what’s best for all of 
our citizens,” Barrios said. “And a lot 
of the people that live here, they pay 
taxes, too. … They may not be fully 
fledged American citizens, but they’re 
almost more proud than people who 
are born here, you know, because 
they’re grateful for the opportunity to 
be here. … They’re constantly being 
demonized just for existing.”

Asked what qualities make her stand 
out in comparison to her opponents 
Abbott and O’Rourke, Barrios joked 
that she is CPR certified.

“I know basic life-saving skills,” 
Barrios said with a laugh. “No ... I did 
not come from privilege like many 
people that I know. I don’t think that 
these other candidates can offer that 

real perspective of a working-class 
person, especially not from the medical 
field where you see day in and out 
exactly how hard it is for some people, 
you know, to make it to survive. So, I 
think that that perspective and the fact 
that I’m a working-class person is what 
you won’t find with any of the other 
candidates.”

Asked what message she has for 
voters, specifically those in college, 
Barrios said she knows how hard 
students work and wants to make sure 
the next generations have a future.

“I wanna help you get everything 
that you need,” she said. “I think that 
education should be free. I think you 
should be able to live comfortably. 
I think you should have public 
transportation wherever you need 
to go. I don’t feel like you need to be 
killing yourself just to survive. I think 
that you have every right to thrive 
here.”

BARRIOS
Continued from Page 7

Samantha Segura, Intersectional Feminist 
Student Organization vice president, helps 
social work graduate Rafael Garcia register 
to vote last Tuesday in the University Library 
on the Edinburg campus. Oct. 11 is the last 
day to register to vote in the Nov. 8  General 
Election. 
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN
CYBER SECURITY (BSCS)

EARN FOUR CREDENTIALS IN ONE
BS IN CYBER SECURITY DEGREE
A student of BS in Cyber Security is able to earn the
following as part of the degree (no additional hours):

•  Cyber Security Basics Certificate
•  Cyber Security Systems Certificate
•  Cyber Security Advanced Certificate

BE ON THE FAST-TRACK: BS IN CYBER SECURITY PLUS MS IN INFORMATICS IN 4+1 YEARS
Fast-Track 4+1 program offers an opportunity to the graduates of Bachelor of Science in Cyber Security degree 
to complete a Master's degree with concentration in cyber security in one year.

ADD VALUE TO YOUR NON-CYBER SECURITY DEGREE VIA A MINOR IN CYBER SECURITY
A Minor in Cyber Security is to allow students majoring in UTRGV programs other than Bachelor of Science 
in Cyber Security to get familiar with the important and growing field of cyber security, which impacts almost 
every aspect of our society and life.

MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN INFORMATICS (MSIN)
Earn three credentials in one MS in Informatics degree.      
A student of MS in Informatics is able to earn the    
following as part of the degree (no additional hours):
•  Graduate Certificate in Cyber Security
•  Graduate Certificate in Informatics

SALIENT FEATURES:
•  Two Stackable certificates
•  A balanced mix of cyber security and informatics
•  Includes security & forensics, data science, reverse

engineering, data mining, e-commerce, Internet app
programming, databases, and networks

•  Thesis option for research-oriented students
•  Coursework option

To learn more,
visit utrgv.edu/ies.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Program Coordinator • cyberspace@utrgv.edu

APPLY NOW (BSCS): 
utrgv.edu/undergraduate-admissions

APPLY NOW (MSIN): 
utrgv.edu/gradapply

SALIENT FEATURES:
•  Three Stackable certificates
•  Two Industry Certifications as part of the core
•  College credit for industry certifications
•  Interdisciplinary: Cyber Security + Criminal Justice

+ Business Law + Information Systems
•  Aligned with the national standard of NICE-WFC
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