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Student assaulted on campus, suspect arraigned

Isabel Morales/ THE RIDER

A student reported to University Police that her ex-boyfriend broke into
her Unity Hall dorm on the Edinburg campus and physically assaulted her

in early March.

Verilu Infante
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

After receiving several police
reports of incidents occurring
in the campus residence halls,
The Rider spoke with Sergio
Martinez, UTRGV director of
Housing and Residence Life,
about safety guidelines and
emergency response protocols.

In the latest report, a
female student called the
UTRGV Police Department at
8:19 p.m. March 6 to report
that her non-affiliated ex-
boyfriend allegedly forced his

way into her room at Unity
Hall on the Edinburg campus
and physically assaulted her,
according to the administrative
report.

The ex-boyfriend then took
the student’s phone, which is
“believed to have contained
evidence of one or more other
offenses he was charged with,”
and exited the residence, said
UTRGV Assistant Police Chief
Van Slusser.

In an interview with The
Rider, Slusser said that at some
point after the ex-boyfriend left
Unity Hall, the victim followed

him into the parking lot in an
attempt to get her phone back.
He then proceeded to assault
her again and left the area.

Shortly after, University Police
located the ex-boyfriend’s vehicle
parked in a smoke shop parking
lot on the 1600 block of West
University Drive.

The  ex-boyfriend  was
arrested and transported to the
Edinburg Municipal Jail and
is facing charges of burglary
with intent to commit assault,
a  second-degree  felony;
tampering or fabricating

See CASE, Page 12

A focus

on Latino
students

Brigitte Ortiz
REPORTER

UTRGV  President Guy
Bailey will be one of the
newest leaders in the
Excelencia in Education
Presidents for Latino Student
Success network in which
they committed to making
their institutions a thriving
environment for  Latino
students.

Leaders “are
the Excelencia in Action
network and collaborate
with Excelencia in Education
to leverage collective
expertise ~and  resources,
foster  partnerships, and
amplify current efforts at the
national level,” according to
the Excelencia in Education
website.

Bailey told The Rider in a
phone interview March 22
that he was pleased to find
out he will be a new leader of

See FOCUS, Page 12

part of

PAUL CHOUY/UTRGV MARKETING
& COMMUNICATIONS

UTRGV President Guy Bailey is one
of the newest members of the
Excelencia in Education for Latino
Student Success network. “This
organization is really important to
Latino student success around the
country,” Bailey told The Rider in a
phone interview March 22.

SAFETY FIRST

Center receives $10M grant to help students

Fatima Gamez Lopez
SPANISH EDITOR

The University Transportation
Center for Railway Safety at
UTRGV has received a $10
million grant from the U.S.
Department of Transportation
to promote safety in railway

transportation systems.
UTCRS is one of 34
university transportation

centers that obtained grants
adding up to $435 million

from the Transportation
Department on Feb. 21
after 230 applications were
received.

These awards will assist
“the next generation of
transportation professionals
in making our roads, bridges,
rail, shipping, and airspace
more innovative, resilient
and equitable as well as help
the American people travel
more safely, quickly, and
affordably,” according to the

PHOTO COURTESY MANUELA CANTU

Erik Juarez, an assistant engineering technician in the Engineering Hi-Bay, speaks to a high school class about the functions of a computer numerical control
machine and how engineering students can program it to produce complex parts they have designed using computer-aided design software packages
during a summer camp held June 20-24, 2022, on the Edinburg campus.

Transportation
website.

The principal investigator
of the grant is Constantine
Tarawneh, senior associate
dean of the UTRGV College
of Engineering and Computer
Science, director of the
UTCRS and the Center for
Multidisciplinary ~ Research
Excellence in Cyber-Physical
Infrastructure Systems and a
professor in the Mechanical
Engineering Department.

Department

“The focus of the center ...
has five objectives: research,

education, workforce
development, technology
transfer and community

engagement,” Tarawneh said.
“We are training the students
for the next generation
transportation field careers.
We do technology transfer,
meaning some of the research
is leading to products that we
develop, and we deploy into

See GRANT, Page 13
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today

Health Professions
Town Hall

The Student

Government

Association will hold
a town hall where students can express
concerns and ideas or ask questions about
the College of Health Professions
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in Music, Science
and Learning Center Room 3.126 on the
Brownsville campus.
Pre-Dental Society General Meeting
The Pre-Dental Societywillhostameeting
about volunteer opportunities, dental school
panels, discussions and more from 4:45
to 6:30 p.m. in Education Complex Room
1.530 on the Edinburg campus.
Tuesday
THRIVE Workshop
Student Life and the office of
the Dean of Students will host the
Fostering Success Program’s
workshop about healthy relationships,
sexual health and boundaries from 2 to
3 p.m. in Student Union Room 2.328 on
the Edinburg campus. There will be free
food.

Mass Celebration

The Catholic Student Association
celebrates Mass from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
every Tuesday in the University Chapel
on the Edinburg campus.

Scavenger Hunt

The Center for Student Involvement
and the Involvement Ambassadors
will host an egg hunt where students
can discover UTRGV departments and
a chance to win prizes from 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. in Student Union Room
1.28 on the Brownsville campus and at
the same time Thursday in University
Center Room 205 on the Edinburg
campus. There will be free food.
Wednesday

Community Service Opportunity

Young Life College RGV will host a
Work Week Sign Up where students can
learn about community service in
Buena Vista, Colorado, from 9 to 10:30
a.m. in the University Library lobby on
the Edinburg campus.

Developing Intercultural Competence

The Student Leadership Academy
and the Center for Student
Involvement will host a leadership

styles workshop from 10 to 11 a.m.
in Music, Science and Learning Center
Room 1.105 on the Brownsville campus
and from 2 to 3 p.m. in Student Academic
Center Room 1.101 on the Edinburg
campus.

Free Lunch

The Catholic Student Association
hosts free lunch and fellowship from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. every Wednesday in
the Newman Catholic Student Center in
Edinburg.

Adviser Series

The Center for Student Involvement
will host the session: “Event Planning”
where advisers, faculty and staff interested
in advising a student organization can
learn more from noon to 1 p.m. in Music,
Science and Learning Center Room 1.105
on the Brownsville campus or through
Zoom.

Book Club

The Student Union will host a
book club meeting featuring Kate
Hope Day’s book “In the Quick”
from 1 to 2 p.m. in the Student Union
Mesquite Room on the Edinburg
campus and at the same time in

the Student Union La Sala on the
Brownsville campus. RSVP through V
Link to receive the free ebook. There
will be free coffee.

One Million Cups

The UTRGV  Entrepreneurship
and Commercialization Center
and the Brownsville Community
Improvement Corp. will host
entrepreneur-led events where speakers
share their experiences each week from 9
to 10 a.m. at the ECC building at 1304 E.
Adams St. in Brownsville.

Thursday

Free Lunch

The Baptist Student Ministry will
serve free food from noon to 2 p.m. in
Music, Science and Learning Center Room
1.105 on the Brownsville campus.

Officer Transition

The Center for Student Involvement
will host a student organization
training for student organization
members to learn about officer elections
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in University
Center Conference Room 205 on the
Edinburg campus.

--Compiled by Silvana Villarreal

POLICE REPORTS

The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between March 8 and 28.

March 8

3:35 p-m.: A
student reported
that, while inside a
restroom stall at the
Interdisciplinary
Engineering &
Academic Building on
the Edinburg campus, he
observed an unknown man
hold a cell phone over the stall who
appeared to photograph/record the
student without his consent. The case

is under investigation.

March 9

8:45 p.m.: An officer observed a female
and male student who appeared to be
crying by a parked vehicle in Lot E-19 on
the Edinburg campus. The officer spoke
separately with both students, who
reported they were having relationship
issues and were just talking about it. The
officer determined that no crime had

occurred.
March 10
1:13 p.m.: A woman attending
a physical activity class/training
dislocated her shoulder in the

Community Engagement Student

Success building on the Edinburg
campus. Emergency medical services
were requested and the woman was
subsequently transported to the
hospital for further medical care.
March 17

8:34 a.m.: A Sodexo employee on
the Edinburg campus reported that,
without consent, unknown persons had
driven two golf carts away from where
they were left parked and unattended.
Both golf carts were located nearby
on campus, and one was vandalized
during the incident. The case is under
investigation.

March 18

8:33 p.m.: While conducting
building checks, officers found two
Sodexo vehicles and an entrance door
unsecured. No signs of burglary or
vandalism were observed. The building
was secured and the Sodexo manager
was notified.

March 22

2:29 p.m.: Officers were dispatched to
the construction site area of Lot B-1 on
the Brownsville campus in reference to
a man attempting to go over the border
fence who was observed by UTRGV

Police Dispatch via closed-circuit
TV cameras. The U.S. Border Patrol
was notified, and they subsequently
apprehended the man on the south
side of the border fence.

March 23

12:12 p.m.: A student reported
that, while in a bathroom stall of
Performing Arts Complex B on the
Edinburg campus, he noticed a man
watching him from the outside of the
stall. The man left and shortly returned
and exposed his genitals to the student
before leaving the area. The case is
under investigation.

March 24

3:37 p-m.: A UTRGV police officer
on patrol observed an unknown man
walking into the wooded area near
the Student Union on the Brownsville
campus in an apparent attempt to
conceal himself from the officer. The
U.S. Border Patrol was notified and
arrived on scene shortly after. A search
was conducted, and the man and three
women were found hiding in the area.
All four subjects were identified as
Honduran nationals and taken into

9:37 p.m.: A female employee wanted
to document an incident that took
place during a UTRGV event held off
campus on March 23. The manager
of the private venue in Brownsville
where the event took place posted two
pictures of high school students at the
event without authorization on social
media. Elements of a criminal offense
were not met.

March 27

3:05 p.m.: An officer responded to
the Social Work and Occupational
Therapy building on the Edinburg
campus regarding a theft report. A staff
member reported several electronic
items missing from a storage closet.
The case is under investigation.
March 28

8:23 a.m.: Officers responded
to the eBridge for Business and
Commercialization in reference to a
man who was possibly intoxicated
outside the building. Officers located
the man nearby off campus and
determined that he was not intoxicated.
The man was released without further
incident.

custody by the Border Patrol.

--Compiled by Arisbeth Rodriguez
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A chance to
capture the cup

Silvana Villareal
THE RIDER

The Brownsville Student
Union organized a send-
off in honor of the UTRGV
Chess Team members who
competed in the Final Four of
College Chess last weekend in
St. Louis.

Around 40 people attended

Daniela Martinez Salazar/ THE RIDER

UTRGV administrators and members of the UTRGV Chess Team pose for a photo during the Chess Team Send-Off
last Tuesday in the Student Union’s La Sala on the Brownsville campus. Shown are (front row, from left) Sergio
Martinez, director of Housing and Residence Life; Ala Qubbaj, dean of the College of Engineering and Computer
Science; Patrick Gonzales, vice president for University Marketing and Communications; Rebecca Gadson, dean of
students; Maggie Hinojosa, senior vice president for Strategic Enrollment and Student Affairs; and Janna Arney,
executive vice president and provost. Second row: Stephen Hirst, associate vice president for Strategic Enrollment
and Student Affairs; International Master Gleb Dudin, International Master Dante Beukes, Grandmaster Viktor Gazik,
International Master Irakli Beradze, Grandmaster Kamil Dragun; International Master Juraj Druska; International
Chess Federation Master Jakub Fus; and Bartek Macieja, UTRGV Chess Team coach. Back row: International Master
Ekin Baris Ozenir and chess Program Manager Alex Mista.

last Tuesday’s event in the
Student Union’s La Sala on the
Brownsvillecampus, including

Janna  Arney, executive
vice president and provost;
Maggie Hinojosa, senior

vice president for Strategic

Enrollment and  Student
Affairs; Rebecca Gadson,
dean of students; Patrick

Gonzales, vice president for

University Marketing and
Communications; and Ala
Qubbaj, dean of the College
of Engineering and Computer
Science.

The chess team then
traveled last Friday to St.
Louis to compete in the
President’s Cup where it faced
Webster University, Saint

See CHESS, Page 14

You did it!

UTRGYV students prepare
for spring graduation

Teresita Dominguez
THE RIDER

Commencement this spring
will accommodate more than
2,000 graduating students
by hosting three ceremonies
in Edinburg and one in
Brownsville, according to a
university official.

The Edinburg ceremonies
will take place May 12 in the
Bert Ogden Arena. Students
in the College of Engineering
and  Computer  Science,
College of Education and P-16
Integration and College of
Health Professions will walk
the stage starting at 9 a.m.

The ceremonies for the
Mathematics and Science
Academy, School of Social
Work and College of Liberal
Arts will start at 1 p.m. and
the School of Medicine
(Bioethics), School of Nursing,
College of Fine Arts, College
of Sciences and the Robert C.
Vackar College of Business

and Entrepreneurship will
take place at 5 p.m.

For the Brownsville
campus, the ceremony for all
colleges will take place at 10
a.m. May 13 on the University
Library lawn.

For those who may not be
able to attend the ceremony in
person, the event will also be
livestreamed.

Brownsville students will
not need tickets for family and
friends to attend as seating
will be available on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Edinburg students will be
provided eight tickets per
student due to the indoor
seating capacity.

“Our guests in Edinburg
will require tickets regardless
of age,” University Registrar
Sofia Almeda said. “We like
to say that because it’s really
important, it’s for capacity
issues and fire marshal
regulations. So, absolutely

See GRADUATION, Page 14

Blanca Castillo/THE RIDER GRAPHIC

PHOTO COURTESY JUAN P. MADRID

Physics senior Rudy Morales visited the University of Texas McDonald
Observatory in Fort Davis last year on a trip to conduct research observing
variable stars with the 2.1 meter Otto Struve Telescope. Morales, along
with Physics and Astronomy Professor Juan P. Madrid and a group of eight
students, were provided an opportunity by the University of Texas at Austin

to stay at the observatory for 10 days.

UTRGYV senior presents at
national physics conference

Julien Juarez
THE RIDER

Physics senior Rudy
Morales presented his
research on and observations
of exoplanets at a national
physics conference hosted last
month in Las Vegas by the
American Physical Society.

Morales’ interest in the
stars and Earth-like planets
began when he was a child.
He and his family worked as
farm hands in the north when
he was young and, due to the
low light pollution of the area,
he was able to “see the stars
really beautifully.”

See CONFERENCE, Page 14

‘Community and Vergiienza’

Aleena Acosta
THE RIDER

Samantha Segura, an English
senior, was a finalist at the March
3 Capital of Texas Undergraduate
Research Conference in Austin.
Segura’s poster presentation on
her research, “Community and
Vergiienza: An Examination
of Reproductive Justice
Organizations in the RGV,”
received one point short of a
perfect score.

The conference is organized
by undergraduates at the
University of Texas at Austin.
During  the  conference,
students have eight minutes
to exhibit their research
through a PowerPoint or
poster presentation to a panel
of undergraduate judges.

Segura independently
applied to the conference
by searching online for
interdisciplinary and
undergraduate research
presentation opportunities in
Texas.

“Something that was the
most difficult for me, for
the poster, was narrowing it
down,” she said. “Because I
got so much data from my

See RESEARCH, Page 15

PHOTO COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SENATE OF COLLEGE COUNCILS

English senior Samantha Segura throws her V’s up during the Capital of
Texas Undergraduate Research Conference at the University of Texas
at Austin. Segura is in the Engaged Scholar and Artist Awards program,
which helps students with undergraduate research projects, community
engagement projects and creative works.
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The importance of doing nothing

During spring break, I did

absolutely nothing

strung and restless. I would
get little to no sleep, relied on
coffee and energy drinks and
ate once a day because I had
“more important things to do”
than eat.

Sure, I would hang out
with friends. T would go
out, but I never let myself
fully relax. In the back of my
mind, I was counting down
the hours to every paper
I had due. I was anxious
I wasn’t going to finish
my work and wasn’t fully
enjoying my time.

breathe and stopping to smell
the roses was a big change
I had to make. I slowly let
myself relax and took the
weekend to do something for
myself instead.

Managing my time strictly
and setting aside specific
times in my day for work and
school allowed me to have
more me time.

I started to sleep more
and I wasn'’t as tired during
the day. I didn’t need energy
drinks or coffee and my
assignments were still on

and, in all honesty,
I think it might
have been the best
vacation I've had.
Taking some time
for yourself and
deciding to relax is
important.
Sometimes I'm

You are worth just as much
time and energy as your
other responsibilities.

time. My grades were
as high as ever.
School, work and
your responsibilities
are important, but
your mental and
physical health is
important, too. Take
some time for yourself

moving at what seems like
100 mph and forget to check
in with myself and attune to
what my needs are.

I want you to stop and
think, “How am I doing?”
Unclench your jaw, relax
your shoulders.

Sometimes it feels like
we have so much to do at
once, but your self-care is
important, too.

Last semester, I was
stressed all the time. T would
have breakdowns and didn’t
know how to manage my
stress and anxiety. I was high-

Schoolwork  consumed
me in an unhealthy way. It
wasn’t until I realized that I
was too busy worrying about
school that I wasn’t paying
attention to my own needs.
I realized that I would worry
over the smallest things for
no reason.

Ilearned thatIshould have
more confidence in myself.
My paper will get done and
T'll finish my project. Why
am I worried about it?

Realizing the importance
of relaxing, taking time to

even if it’s a couple of
hours out of the day.

It may seem like you can’t
make this happen. There’s
just too much you must do,
and not enough time. I used
to have the same problem,
but only because I had such
bad time management.

Set aside time for yourself.
Go for a walk, get some
sun, enjoy your friends and
family. I guarantee your
homework will get done.

You are worth just as
much time and energy as
your other responsibilities.

“My favorite character will
have to be Tom Cruise, just
because he is a great actor
and he pulls off a lot of
stunts, and he is just great,
overall”

N

~

Arlette Lerma
graphic design sophomore

“I'd say my favorite character from
anything ever is Sora from [the
video game] Kingdom Hearts.

He has a positive outlook on
everything, which is what I try
to do in life. He is never one to
quickly judge anyone before he

meets them, and I think he has a

goofball-type energy that makes

everyone around him really like

him a lot, including myself and a
lot of others”

/

N

f

Hugo Zamora

computer science freshman

--Compiled and photos by Aura Velasquez and

Daniela Martinez Salazar
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Commission OKs first reading on tax abatement

Verilu Infante/THE RIDER

City Commissioner At-Large “B” Rose Gowen asks Rick Vasquez, Brownsville Planning & Redevelopment director,
about property seven on schedule C from the Historic Preservation Plan during the March 21 city commission
meeting. Gowen noted that property seven had “no evidence of preservation activity.”

Natalie Lapsley
THE RIDER

After more discussion
during the last Brownsville
City Commission meeting,
commissioners approved
schedule C from the Historic
Preservation Plan on first
reading, with the exception
of two of the eight properties
listed.

The Historic Preservation
Plan outlines properties to be
considered for participation

in a tax abatement program,
meaning properties would
be exempt from taxes so
that the owners can invest in
preservation efforts.

Before  discussion  on
the item began, District 1
City Commissioner Nurith
Galonsky Pizafia abstained
from voting and exited the
room due to a conflict of
interest.

Rick Vasquez, the city’s
Planning and Redevelopment
director, began the

presentation by talking about
each property, including
property one, the Garza-
Barreda House, which is a
state-designated property and
a Recorded Texas Historical
Landmark.

Other locations included
properties two through
five, which are the Walker-
Bennet and Dessel-Boettcher
Building, the Alamo Iron Work
Warehouse, the M. H. Cross
Building, the Kress Building
and the Sauder Building.

After Vasquez presented the
first six properties, District 3
City Commissioner Roy De
Los Santos reminded him of
properties seven and eight,
which had not been discussed
yet.

Vasquez went on to present
property seven, the Walker-
Craig Building built in 1917.

“It’'s contributing within
the national historic district,”
he said about property
seven. “It’s part of the St.
Louis, Brownsville & Mexico
Railroad. It’'s contributing
to the fabric of the historic
district. The problem with
this property [is] it did receive
the maximum five years of
abatement. And so, as the
commission reviews a rewrite
of the [city] ordinance, we
would, again, review the
time limits on those caps.
We think it needs to be more
performance-based.”

City Commissioner at-Large
“B” Rose Gowen asked about
property seven’s participation
in the tax abatement program
despite it exceeding the city’s
five-year limit.

“It was for five years but it’s
now seven years, and there’s
no evidence of preservation
activity,” Gowen said. “So,
why would we continue that?”

Vasquez said the Historic
Preservation Commission
recommended the building
and that Planning and
Redevelopment presents all
its recommendations. He
also suggested increasing
the five-year limit based on
preservation performance if

program schedule C, recognizes community members

the city directs staff to rewrite
the ordinance that outlines
criteria for the tax abatement
program.

Gowen then asked if
property owners, such as those
for the Walker-Craig Building,
can continue to participate
in the program without
providing any evidence of
preservation efforts, to which
Vasquez replied that they can
under the current ordinance.

However, Brownsville
Mayor Trey Mendez added
that the Historic Preservation
Commission  should  be
regulating it.

“The way that it should be
regulated is the preservation
committee stripping it of any
benefits, but they didn’t do
that,” Mendez said. “We don’t
know why. ... It’s been more
than five years. There’s no
evidence of preservation. Why
did they do it? T don’t think
they have an answer.”

Vasquez went on to
present property eight, the
McNair Shirt Factory built
in 1945, which contributes
to the National Register
historic district known as the
Brownsville Freight Depot &
Warehouse Historic District.
It is also associated with
the St. Louis, Brownsville &
Mexico Railroad.

De Los Santos then thanked
them for the “extra effort”
in providing a “much better
understanding” of  each
property. He then asked
Will Trevifio, interim city
attorney, if the commission
See BROWNSVILLE, Page 13

Edinburg City Counci

Andrea Flores
THE RIDER

The Edinburg City Council has
tabled a resolution amending one
proposed allocation budget and
project list from the American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021, which
granted the city $27 million.

Assistant City Manager Tomas
Reyna presented a slideshow
explaining proposed changes to
the second allocation of the city’s
ARPA funds during the March 21
city council meeting.

“I would like to ask the council
if we can hold on to this,” Mayor
Ramiro Garza Jr. said. “These
items weren’t presented in the
packet, so this is new information.”

Edinburg received $27,132,536
through the “State and Local Fiscal
Recovery Funds,” according to the
presentation. The allocation was
divided in two parts, one received
in September 2021 and the second,
in August 2022.

Amounts for some of the
categories on the first allocation
were amended Sept. 20, 2022,
and the second allocation was
approved that same day.

The city plans’ categories
include public health; negative
economic impacts; services to
disproportionately impacted
communities; premium pay;
water, sewer and broadband
infrastructure; revenue
replacement; and administrative.

Reyna presented proposed
changes for the second allocation
to the public health category,

reducing its original funding
of $9,776,268 by $1 million
and increasing the revenue
replacement category funding of
$1,990,000 by $8 million.

“Were asking for three
projects to be redone,” he said.
“One of them is to bring down
the improvements to City Hall for
the Space Needs Assessment to
$250,000. Also, we're asking to
add the Emergency Ambulance
Service for $750,000. And, we're
also asking for our grant match
for our community fire training
facility of $1 million.”

Place 1 Councilmember Daniel
“Dan” Diaz asked why the budget
for City Hall renovations had a
drastic decrease on the proposed
plan.

Reyna replied that the
remaining money was moved for
the ambulance service and the
new firehouse training facility.

City Manager Myra L. Ayala
further explained this along
with a time-sensitive aspect of
the plan.

“The only item that there may
be some time-sensitivity to is
the training facility because it is
a grant fund match,” Ayala said.
“We did request $1.5 million for
the original training facility, and
[the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development] only
allocated $500,000. So, it’s up to
the city to come up with the million
in order to make that happen.”

The deadline for accepting
the training facility grant of
$500,000 is Friday.

| to review federal fund allocation

Aurora Acevedo/THE RIDER

Tomas Reyna, assistant city manager, presents a resolution amending the American Rescue Plan Act 2021 Allocation
One and Two Budget and Project List during the March 21 Edinburg City Council meeting.

Ayala clarified that the
proposed  ARPA allocation
changes are being presented for
the council’s consideration.

“T agree with moving these
funds around, but my question
is, ‘When [was the council]
asked the option of where to
move the money?”” Diaz asked.

Mayor Pro Tem David White
said there are parts of the city
with sewage issues that could
use that $1 million.

“Maybe we need to move these
ARPA funds somewhere else,”

White said. “I mean, we got a
whole sewage issue that we have
been struggling to find the money
for and maybe it’s right here.”

Marissa Garza, director of
the Grants Administration
department, said the training
facility comes from a grant
fund match from HUD for the
project and it has been a two-
year process.

The city council voted against
approving the resolution.

Diaz then motioned to
approve the time-sensitive grant

fund for the training facility
and to review all other parts
of the ARPA allocation. Place
2 Councilmember Jason De
Leon seconded, and the motion
passed. White cast the sole vote
against the motion.

The Government Finance
Officers Association website
states that ARPA funds state
and local governments to
enhance financial stability
until economic conditions and
operations normalize after the
effects of COVID-19.
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Alumnos de UTRGV se preparan
para la graduacion de primavera

DAVID PIKE/UTRGV MERCADOTECNIA Y COMUNICACIONES

Los estudiantes que se graduan aplauden mientras el Regente del Sistema de la Universidad de Texas, Dr. Nolan Perez, otorga los titulos durante
la ceremonia de graduacién de otofio de 2022 celebrada el 16 de diciembre en el Bert Ogden Arena en Edinburg.

Teresita Dominguez
THE RIDER

La graduacion de primavera
acomodara a mas de 2,000 estudiantes
al organizar tres ceremonias en
Edinburg y una en Brownsville, segin
un funcionario de la UTRGV.

A partir de la hora de la prensa, los
unicos detalles que se conocen sobre
las ceremonias de graduaciéon son
cuando y donde se llevaran a cabo.

La registradora de la

Brownsville, el nimero de invitados
permitido es ilimitado”.

Se deben cumplir las normas de
bolsa para las ceremonias de ambos
campus, sin embargo, las normas en
Edinburg pueden ser diferentes debido
a que Bert Ogden Arena tiene sus
propias normas que se deben seguir,
dijo Almeda.

Los estudiantes deben tener
insignias de graduacion para poder
participar en las ceremonias.

Ella dijo que la ceremonia de
Brownsville es mas agradable, pero le
preocupa el clima impredecible ya que
sera al aire libre.

“Aqui, no tenemos tanta restricciéon
para los boletos y esas cosas, asi que
eso también es una ventaja”, dijo
Zuniga.

Dijo que también estaba triste
porque habian trasladado la ceremonia
al césped de la Biblioteca Universitaria
cuando solia estar en el césped de la

Union de Estudiantil.

universidad, Sofia Almeda,
dijo que los tiempos exactos
de graduacion probablemente
se anunciaran a principios de
este mes.

“Los tiempos reales se
determinardn una vez que
los estudiantes terminen de
confirmar su asistencia y de
esa manera sabemos cuantos
estudiantes estaremos
esperando para cada
universidad”, dijo Almeda.

La ceremonia de Edinburg
se llevara a cabo el 12 de mayo
en el Bert Ogden Arena y la
ceremonia de Brownsville se
llevara a cabo el 13 de mayo
en el césped de la Biblioteca
Universitaria.

Para aquellos que no puedan
asistir a la ceremonia en

“Es

emocionante porgue me
gradué con mi
en la primavera de 2020, asi
gue no pudimos caminar en
absoluto. Entonces, mi familia
esta emocionada porque estoy
caminando y pueden verme con
la toga vy todo".

licenciatura

El estudiante de dltimo
afilo de antropologia, Tien
Mata, estd emocionado por
graduarse, pero también estd
preocupado por el siguiente
paso después de graduarse.

“Realmente no tengo un
plan de accién”, dijo Mata.
“UTRGV tiene algunas
herramientas  profesionales
bastante buenas, pero, para
mi especializacion, es algo asi
como, realmente, basado en el
pensamiento y, como, basado
en la investigacion. Entonces,
es un poco maés dificil para mi
saber qué podria hacer con

--Daphne Alcala Zuniga eso en un trabajo”.

estudiante de maestria en bioquimica y
biologia molecular como el

La informaciéon sobre las
ceremonias de graduacion,
estacionamiento,
los boletos, los horarios de

persona, el evento también se
transmitira en vivo.

Los estudiantes de Brownsville no
necesitardn boletos para que asistan
familiares y amigos, ya que los asientos
estaran disponibles por orden de
llegada.

Los estudiantes de Edinburg
recibiran ocho boletos por estudiante
debido a la capacidad de asientos en el
interior.

“Nuestros invitados en Edinburg
requeriran boletos sin importar la
edad”, dijo Almeda. “Nos gusta decir
eso porque es realmente importante,
es por cuestiones de capacidad y
regulaciones de los jefes de bomberos.
Entonces, absolutamente todos los
invitados, independientemente de
su edad, necesitaran boletos. Y en

“Si aun no han pedido eso,
absolutamente deberian hacerlo a
través de las Tiendas del Campus”, dijo
Almeda.

El viernes es la fecha limite para
confirmar su asistencia a la ceremonia
de graduacion.

Daphne Alcala Zuniga, estudiante
de maestria en bioquimica y biologia
molecular que se gradia este semestre,
estd emocionada de asistir finalmente
a la ceremonia de graduacion.

“Es emocionante porque me gradué
con mi licenciatura en la primavera de
2020, asi que no pudimos caminar en
absoluto”, dijo Zuniga. “Entonces, mi
familia estd emocionada porque estoy
caminando y pueden verme con la toga
y todo”.

las ceremonias y las horas de
llegada previstas, se comunicara a los
estudiantes a través de sus direcciones
de correo electronico de UTRGV.

“Es realmente importante en las
semanas previas a la graduacion que
los estudiantes estén al tanto de su
correo electrénico”, dijo Almeda. “Ese
es uno de los consejos mas importantes
que podemos dar a los estudiantes”.

Nombre: Mercedes Vega
Carrera: Negocios internacionales

Clasificacion: Estudiante de tercer
ano

Fecha de graduacién: Primavera
2024

Isabel Morales/FOTO RIDER

Ciudad natal: Cadiz, Espafia

Actividades extracurriculares:
“Estoy en el equipo de golf de aqui de
UTRGV”.

éCuales son las diferencias
entre tu ciudad natal y los
Estados Unidos? “Echo de menos
la comida, bastante. Echo mucho de
menos la paella y, si, en general, toda
la comida”.

¢Cuales son tus metas? “Mi
primer objetivo es pasar a profesional
en golf y, si no, pues ... trabajar de lo
que estoy estudiando”.

¢Qué hay en tu lista de deseos?
“Me gustaria viajar por el mundo y
conocer muchos paises. Me gustaria
conocer muchos paises europeos,
como Italia [y] Dinamarca. También
me gustaria conocer China porque
naci ahi pero desde entonces no he
ido. Me gustaria visitar donde yo
naci. Me gustaria también visitar
New York. Es algo que quiero hacer
antes de irme. Me gustaria estudiar
mi master’s aqui también en Estados
Unidos y después estar un afio aqui
trabajando y ya ver si encuentro
aqui oportunidad o, si no, volver a
Europa”.

éQuién es tu ejemplo a seguir?
“Como profesional, diria Jon
Rahm. Es un [golfista] profesional
espafiol que también estudié aqui
en Estados Unidos en Arizona State
[University]”.

é¢Por qué elegiste la carrera
en la que estas? “Siempre queria
enfocarme en el business, entonces,
como al ser de otro pais, siento que si
es buena carrera”.

¢Cual ha sido tu momento
de mayor orgullo? “Cuando
vine aqui, porque fue un proceso
bastante complicado con todos los
documentos y tal”.

éQué consejo le darias a otros
estudiantes internacionales?
“Que no tengan miedo al moverse a
otro pais, porque si te abre mucho
la mente y aprendes mucho al estar
en otro pais [con] otra gente [y] otra
cultura”.

--Recopilada por Fatima Gamez
Lopez
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Art sparks conversations about sexual assault

Omar E. Zapata
A&E EDITOR

The “In Memory of Me” exhibition gives
audiences a visual and written experience
regarding sexual assault, appreciation for
survivors and allows people a safe space to
bring up difficult conversations.

Located in the Rusteberg Art Gallery
on the Texas Southmost College campus
in Brownsville, “In Memory of Me” is
co-curated by Lysset Santibafiez, an art
education senior and gallery assistant,
and Valeria Martinez, a recent UTRGV
graduate in studio art and former gallery
assistant.

“The exhibition, it’slike an appreciation
for the strength and resilience of sexual
assault survivors,” Santibafez told The
Rider last Tuesday. “And we decided to
do this through artwork and, like, poems
...just to get different artists and different
perspectives, because we feel like poets
and visual art as well as 3D art, like, they
both have a really huge impact.”

The gallery features visual art in 2D
and 3D, such as “Por Ser Senorita” (oil on
canvas) by Natalia Salinas, “Trying To Be
Better” (digital illustration) by Dana Moreno
and a 3D figure, “Love Hurts” (stoneware
and glaze) by Karla Alin Carrizales.

“In Memory of Me” also showcases
poems that give the audience another
point of view about sexual assault
through powerful words and imagery,
such as Cindy Ruiz Zamudio’s “Not All
Men,” which is smeared with blood
and won the Best in Show award at the
opening reception.

Santibafez added that “In Memory of
Me” was needed since she and Martinez

PHOTO COURTESY LYSSET SANTIBANEZ, RUSTEBERG ART GALLERY ASSISTANT

Studio art graduate Valeria Martinez (left) and art education senior and gallery assistant Lysset
Santibafiez pose on March 24 in front of the “In Memory of Me” exhibit they curated in the
Rusteberg Art Gallery on the Texas Southmost College campus in Brownsville.

believe sexual assault is not talked about
enough at UTRGV.

“About a year ago ... we got kind of
close,” Santibafiez said. “And one summer,
when we were working, we started talking
about our experiences because we had
seen earlier in the year that someone on
the Edinburg campus had gotten sexually
assaulted and then we never heard
anything about it. So, we started talking
about, sadly, our experiences with it.”

Talking about these experiences with
other friends and co-workers on campus,
they proposed making an art show about it.

“We just really wanted to do it the
right way,” Santibafez said. “We talked

to a lot of different people. We got advice
and we took that wholeheartedly because
we didn’t want it to seem like we were,
like, making an aesthetic out of the topic.
... And making sure not only were we
involved in the sharing of the stories, but
that artists were in a safe environment
and had access to different resources, not
only on campus, but off campus.”

In the opening reception March 24,
about 50 people attended and heard the
artists” heartfelt emotional explanations
and the stories behind their work.

“It was good to be in an environment
where everybody felt free and safe to
speak about their experiences and to

really, like, honor the artists’ and poets’
work,” Santibafiez said. “It was great.”

Martinez, who was extremely nervous
during the exhibit, said the turnout
was amazing, specifically with the
conversations among the attendees,
artists and their families.

“I also think the reception was a success,
especially since we've had [the Office
for Advocacy & Violence Prevention],
Friendship of Women [Inc.], Bae-B-Safe,”
she said. “... So it was really rewarding to
have those organizations come together
with us to spread awareness that’s needed
in our community.”

OAVP works with students, staff and
faculty to strive for a campus free of
gender-based and interpersonal violence
by facilitating services for victims and
survivors of sexual assault, domestic
violence, dating violence, stalking, sexual
harassment and interpersonal violence.

All services provided by OAVP are free
and confidential. For more information,
contact the office at 665-8287 or oavp@
utrgv.edu.

“I think it’s important for people in the
community to go and see this exhibit,”
Martinez said. “Just because, although
they haven’t gone through some of these
experiences ... it’s important for them to
know that it can happen to anybody at
any time. And I think it’s important to
acknowledge it.”

The exhibit continues through Friday.
The Rusteberg Art Gallery has free
admission and is open from 9 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.Wednesday and from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Friday.
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Danielle Perez
ONLINE EDITOR

Aries-Now that your season is here, take
advantage of it and do what interests you.
You deserve to enjoy life by living it the
best way possible. Be proud of who you
are and all you've accomplished. Lastly,
be thankful for another year.

Leo-Maybe you aren’t the only one
feeling emotional this week. Speak with
someone you trust and share what has
been happening. Perhaps they are also
having a tough time and the talk could
benefit your friendship. Trust in your
friends and seek guidance instead of
running away from them.

Sagittarius-After going through many
challenges in the last couple of months,
the universe is starting to repay you. Note
that all the hard work or good energy that
is put out into the world will reciprocate
one way or another. So, keep pushing all
of your efforts through as they do not go
unnoticed.

Libra-Before you start to make a
decision, think about the consequences it
can have. Avoid acting out of temptation.
Instead, sit down and collect your
thoughts on what you’ll decide to do
because if you don’t, you might end up
regretting it when it’s too late.

Gemini-Fortune may be starting
to take a turn due to your financial
responsibilities. However, don’t be upset
about this because it is going toward
something worth it. In due time, it will
pay itself off and you’ll be proud of what
you have.

Aquarius-Spending time with friends
or family is starting to become essential.
These interactions are crucial and
are helping you heal unknowingly.
Implement these connections into your
life as they will be beneficial.

Scorpio-Sooner or later, you will be
required to take action in your situation.
Don’t fear what’s next. Instead, be
optimistic about it. Do what feels right
for you and what is meant to happen
will reveal itself naturally. Take the topic
seriously as your life will change because
of it.

Pisces-Spirit is proud of you for finally
putting yourself first and making room
for what is to come. Expect great things
to happen in the near future. Growth
and new commitments will arrive at
your doorstep once you've accepted
everything.

Cancer-Be conscious of what is
happening around you despite the
distractions. Realizing what you are doing
can stop you from acting impulsively.
Keep yourself in check in order to reach
the end goal that you envision. Learn to
be you without anything else attached.

Taurus-After contemplating  the
decisions you have to make, it is time to
finalize your choice. Be smart and patient
about what you want. Nevertheless,
the only person in the way of what can
happen is you. Don’t get stuck in thought,
instead, act on them.

Virgo-Heartbreak can be seen in
many relationships despite the type of
connection. This emotion can be strong
and hurtful; therefore, be sure to have a
grip on what it is you are dealing with.
Communicate with the people around
you to prevent problems from happening.

Capricorn-Making choices can be
difficult when there is a lot of pressure
on you. Find who or what is making this
feeling happen and let them know how
you feel. Change can only happen once
you've discussed the topic. Shortly after,
there will be less demand.

Last week’s puzzle
answer key:
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Graduate student Brandon
Pimentel, of El Paso, is a first baseman
and outfielder for the UTRGV Baseball
Team. He graduated from Socorro
High School and is in a financial
planning master’s program.

Q: What do you like to do in your
free time?

A: “Well, most of my free time is
probably spent here at the baseball
field, or just hanging around with
the guys. Back home, I'll probably
be off-roading with the family, and
just hanging around with family
and friends, traveling, outdoor stuff,
hiking, a lot of outdoor stuff.”

Q: What are some of your favorite
foods to make/eat while you are
out on the road?

A: “I like all types of food, so probably
Mexican food. I really like sushi, but I
don’t know how to make sushi. So, I
wish I knew how to make sushi.”

Q: Who would you consider to be
your role model?

A: “Yeah, my parents for sure. They're
hardworking, and just looking up to
them, using them as motivation, and
they’re just really my heroes.”

Q: When and why did you first get
into baseball?

A: “I've been playing since I was
around 3 or 4, so ...every day [I have]
been working and practicing every day
since that time. ”

Q: What has been your proudest
moment in your athletic career?

A: “Winning the College World Series
in 2021. That’s the highlight. [1] played
at Mississippi State for 2021 and then
we made it to the world series, and we

”»

won.

Q: How do you like playing for
UTRGYV, and how does it compare
to other teams you have played
for?

A:. “Ilove playing with them ’cause it’s
more of a family here and we get to go
out every day and compete with each
other, and against everyone else. And
it’s kind of like a family we built here.
It’s fun to just go practice every day
with these guys. ”

Q: Would you want to go pro? Or
would you rather focus on your
studies?

A: “I would love to go pro, and if that
doesn’t work out, studies is always
there, but yeah, I definitely wanna go

”

pro.

Q: Is there anyone in particular
you want to give a shoutout to?

A: “Just all the boys that are with me
every day.”

--Compiled by Julien Juarez

New home for UTRGV Football

PHoOTO COURTESY UTRGV ATHLETICS

Football head coach Travis Bush (left) and Senior Associate Director for Communications and Championships Jonah Goldberg look at the
renderings of the UTRGV Vaqueros Performance Center, a new 45,000-square-foot facility, last Tuesday.

Jose Medina
SPORTS REPORTER

UTRGV Athletics revealed new
details about the plans for the Vaquero
Performance Center to be built by Fall
2025 during a Zoom news conference
last Tuesday.

Vice President and Director of
Athletics Chasse Conque said during
the conference the 45,000-square-foot
facility will be the main home for the
Vaquero football program, but will also
be used for other athletic programs.

The new $45 million construction
includes two practice fields, an artificial
turf field and a real grass field, which
are expected to be finished by Summer
2024.

Conque said the new facility will be
on par with other athletic programs
and could be used as a recruiting tool.

“This facility puts us in a different
league within the Division I landscape,
and a Division I [Football Championship
Subdivision] landscape,” he said. “Tt will be
one of the nicest facilities in the country. ...
I think we've been wise with the way that
we’re going to have the ability to take care
of other programs and be able to utilize
this across the Athletics programs.”

Conque expanded on what the new
Academic Success Center within the
facility would do for student athletes,
saying more space and resources will
be available.

“As we grow and we go from 250
[to] 260 student athletes to 410 [to]
420-plus student athletes, we need
additional space,” he said. “This
facility will serve as a computer lab. It
will have tutoring rooms, it will have
an academic adviser and staff on hand

to help our student athletes. [It is] not
just for the football program, [but]
other sports as well.”

The center will have a state-of-the-
art strength and conditioning facility
that will be used by all programs, a
football locker room, a football coach’s
office, a sports medicine facility, a team
room, meeting rooms and additional
office space.

Asked if there was something else he
would want included in the Vaquero
Performance Center, Conque replied
he would like to add covering for the
turf practice field.

“[We want to] cover that turf
practice field to give some protection
for our student athletes,” he said. “It
wouldn’t necessarily make it an indoor
facility, but to be able to have a cover
to get outside the elements ... more
importantly the sun and heat.”

Conque said he appreciates how
football head coach Travis Bush always
advocates for prioritizing the students’
facilities, saying he would rather any
necessary cuts be made to the coach’s
office or other areas.

“If anything has to be cut or addressed,
which I don’t think that’s going to be
the case for us, then he wants to make
sure we're always protecting the student
athlete areas,” he said.

Conque said the project would be
funded by the revenue streams in the
Athletics Department and they are still
raising funds for the project.

“You've got to start with the Football
Founders Society,” he said. “$1.7
million has been committed by that
group of 34 families and individuals.
You look at our revenue streams
as we sit here today, and corporate

sponsorships, and ticket sales and in
general just fundraising outside of the
Football Founders Society. All those
revenue streams are at record levels.”

Bush was “excited” to reveal the
Vaquero Performance Center plans to
the public because they are going on
the road from April 15 to May 31 for
spring recruiting.

“We have plans to be out six straight
weeks on the road,” he said. “Two of
those weeks in the Rio Grande Valley,
making sure to hit the schools there
twice.”

Bush said they want to give the
student athletes the best resources
they can. They can offer a good facility
when going out to recruit.

Asked if there was anything else he
wanted included in the plans for the
new construction, he said nothing was
settled completely.

“We've already had the conversation,”
Bush said. “If it comes down to budget,
cut the coach’s stuff, cut our locker
room, cut our offices, do not cut anything
related to our student athletes. I've been
able to add some things, not just football
operations are going to be housed in that
facility, but excited to make sure we're
adding stuff that every sport can use.”

As part of fundraising, there are naming
opportunities for the head coach’s office as
well as the assistant coach’s office, meeting
rooms, the strength and conditioning
facility, practice fields and each facility as
awhole.

For more information on naming
opportunities, contact UTRGV Athletics
at 665-2221 or email velub@utrgv.edu.

For more information about UTRGV
Athletics facilities, visit GoUTRGV.
com/AthleticsFacilities.
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College of Engineering
& Computer Science

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN
LYBER SECURITY (BSCS)

EARN FOUR CREDENTIALS INONE gp; ENT FEATURES:
BS IN CYBER SECURITY DEGREE

A student of BS in Cyber Security is able to earn the
following as part of the degree (no additional hours):

* Three Stackable certificates

Two Industry Certifications as part of the core

College credit for industry certifications

* Cyber Security Basics Certificate Interdisciplinary: Cyber Security + Criminal Justice

* Cyber Security Systems Certificate + Business Law + Information Systems

* Cyber Security Advanced Certificate Aligned with the national standard of NICE-WFC

» BE ON THE FAST-TRACK: BS IN CYBER SECURITY PLUS MS IN INFORMATICS IN 4+1 YEARS

Fast-Track 4+1 program offers an opportunity to the graduates of Bachelor of Science in Cyber Security degree
to complete a Master's degree with concentration in cyber security in one year.

ADD VALUE TO YOUR NON-CYBER SECURITY DEGREE VIA A MINOR IN CYBER SECURITY

A Minor in Cyber Security is to allow students majoring in UTRGV programs other than Bachelor of Science
in Cyber Security to get familiar with the important and growing field of cyber security, which impacts almost
every aspect of our society and life.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

MASTER UF SEIENBE Program Coordinator « cyberspace@utrgv.edu
IN INFORMATICS (MSIN)

Earn three credentials in one MS in Informatics degree.
A student of MS in Informatics is able to earn the
following as part of the degree (no additional hours):

APPLY NOW (BSCS):

utrgv.edu/undergraduate-admissions

Graduate Certificate in Cyber Security
Graduate Certificate in Informatics

APPLY NOW (MSIN):
utrgv.edu/gradapply

Two Stackable certificates

A balanced mix of cyber security and informatics

Includes security & forensics, data science, reverse
engineering, data mining, e-commerce, Internet app
programming, databases, and networks To learn more,

Thesis option for research-oriented students ol visit Utrg"-ed“hes'

Coursework option
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he network.

“This  organization is really
important to Latino student success
around the country,” he said.
“Excelencia [in Education] is an
organization that has that as its
primary focus. And, so, you know,
here are a lot of organizations that
ocus on one thing, but this one
ocuses on what our core mission as
an institution [is]. And, so, it’s very
exciting to be part of that.”

Bailey said the presidents and
chancellors in the network will be
able to work together on projects,
share ideas and best practices to

elp the Latino community in their
institutions.

The president said his role will
benefit the student body “because

hat T'll be able to do is to tap into
he wisdom of other presidents and
earn their best practices.”

“I want to know what they’re doing
hat really helps their students be
successful and we want to do similar
hings here,” Bailey said. “And the
same thing, what we’re doing will

elp them. So, I think that’s really
he primary purpose and how it will
benefit me and the institution.”

He said Excelencia in Education is
a great organization that has had a
powerful impact on Latino and Latina
student success, so it is rewarding to
be a part of.

Jennifer =~ Gomez-Chavez, vice
president for institutional engagement
at Excelencia in Education, said leaders
join the network by their readiness to
ake action toward “intensely” serving
Latino and Latina students.

Gomez-Chavez said keeping track
of the leaders’ readiness begins

ith the Excelencia in Education
president meeting with the leaders
about their vision on Latino student
success.

“During that conversation, it’s an
assessment of whether [presidents’

and chancellors’ vision and goals
align] to Excelencia’s,” she told The
Rider during an interview March
22 via Zoom. “So, then after the
discussion, they enroll in the network
if the president or chancellor is
ready. And, so, we keep track of
the presidents’ and chancellors’
involvement.”

Gomez-Chavez said the leaders
choose their team.

“They get to name a lead affiliate,
which is like the captain of their team
at their institution, as well as three
other individuals which make up a
team of four,” she said. “And this team
helps the president and chancellor
move the work forward, facilitate
the work, keep the institution
involved, work closely with our team,
engage their institution in all of the
different opportunities we have as
they transform their institution to
intentionally serve Latino students.”

Gomez-Chavez said it is an annual
commitment with renewal each year.

She said the leaders would be
required to engage with the work
that Excelencia offers and learn and
commit to what it means to serve the
Latino community and students.

“Leaders who come into the
network have to really be aware and
ready to do anything and everything it
takes to transform their institutions,
which is getting involved with our
technical assistance institutes, [and]
are learning what intentionally
serving Latino students means,”
Gomez-Chavez said. “So it’s not
just, ‘Check the box, we're involved.’
It’s, ‘We're involved to do the work
because we're really committed and
dedicated.”

She said the organization wants
to create environments for Latino
students to thrive and have a sense of
belonging, and Excelencia is proud of
the president’s commitment.

For more information on the
organization, visit Excelencia in
Education.

Sat, April 22, 2023
7 AM - 3 PM

Support
National Volunteer Week
by volunteering with
Adopt-A-Beach at
South Padre Island

Register at the In collaboration with:
Engagement Zone

portal at ez.utrgv.edu.

UTRGV.edu/community
(956) 665-7566

UTRGV : Spmenia,
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GRANT
Continued from Page 1

he railroad industry, and,
of course, to be put in field
service.”

Tarawneh said the center

ad to write a proposal for the
grant.

“So, [the] last competition
started in 2022,” he said.
“We applied for that. There

ere 230 applications for
[34] centers. And, so, we were
one of the [34] selected to
receive $10 million to renew
he center. Our theme of the
center is smart technologies
or safer railways.”

The center operates as
a consortium with the

exas A&M University
ransportation Institute,
he University of Nebraska
ransportation Center, the
University of South Carolina,
he University of California-
Riverside and South Texas
College.

“We [will] get $2 million a
year for five years,” Tarawneh
said. “So, it’s a five-year project.
So, that’s a total of $10 million.
But this time, we have more
activities, meaning we are
creating some short courses
and programs for professionals
in the rail industry to try and
educate them about new
echnologies and how to use
hose technologies and how to
implement them.”

Co-principal  investigators
on the UTRGV grant include
Mohsen Amjadian, an assistant
professor in the Department of
Civil Engineering; Mustapha

Rahmaninezhad, an assistant
professor in practice in the
College of Engineering and
Computer Science; Dimah
Dera, an assistant professor in
the Electrical and Computer
Engineering Department;
Heinrich Foltz, a professor in
the department of Electrical
Engineering; Angela Chapman,
an associate professor in the
Department of Teaching and
Learning; and Arturo Fuentes,
a professor in the Department
of Mechanical Engineering.

The center also promotes
railway safety in  the
community.

“And, of course, community
engagement  through our
summer camps, where we host
about 1,300 K-12 students from
third grade all the way to high
school every year for one month
in June, where we bring them
and we educate them about
railway safety,” Tarawneh
said. “We teach them robotics.
We teach them different
activities ... so that we can raise
awareness about railway safety
and careers in STEM.”

Sergio Miguel Martinez,
a mechanical engineering
graduate student, said the
grant will benefit engineering
students.

“It’s going to allow alot more
students to be able to conduct
research,” he said. “[It] offers
us opportunities in the way of
continuing education. Like, I
know Prince [Evans Mensah,
a mechanical engineer
graduate student] and
myself, we have recently been
admitted to the University of
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The University Transportation Center for Railway Safety Research Group poses in the Engineering Building Hi-Bay
Feb. 23. UTRGV will receive a $10 million grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation for safer railways.

Nebraska-Lincoln for [our]
doctorates. The opportunity
was made possible through
grants, such as the one we got
from the U.S. Department of
Transportation.”

Tarawneh said the
majority of the funds are for
undergraduate and graduate
students.

“This grant is set to hire 25
students, almost 10 graduate
and 15 undergraduate
students, which it will pay for,”
he said. “So, the undergrads
will get almost $1,000 a
month. ... The graduates, of
course, theyll get $1,100 a

month, plus their tuition paid.
So, they won’t have to pay a
penny. It covers their tuition
and their stipend.”

Tarawneh said the center is
“still waiting on the start date”
of the grant but anticipates it
to be awarded by Fall 2023.

Santana Gutierrez, a
mechanical engineering senior,
said the grant will be beneficial
for engineering students.

“IIt will] give them the
opportunity to learn hands-on
and ... new skill sets that are
not taught in the classroom,”
Gutierrez said. “So, with that
being said, I think it’s very,

very beneficial to students like
myself and to those in that
nature to get, you know, that
knowledge gained outside the
classroom.”

He said the grant will help
promote railway safety.

“We are on the forefront
of changing and improving
technologies for the roadwa
community,” Gutierrez said.
“I see it as a big benefit to
where we are on the forefront,
you know. We're the ones who
are going to make the change,
that our names are going to
be on those papers, on those
products.”

CRAVEABLE CHICKEN

FINGER MEALS

Visit us at
718 West University Dr.

fv0Od

raisingcanes

ORDER ONLINE

RAISINGCANES.COM
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CHESS
Continued from Page 3
Louis University and the

University of Missouri for the
championship.

UTRGV held the national
champions title from 2019-2021,
and Chess Coach Bartek Macieja
is hoping for a fourth title.

“All teams that will be
competing against us, they are
at least at the same level as we

Daniela Martinez Salazar/THE RIDER

Bartek Macieja, UTRGV Chess Team coach, shares his excitement for the team’s participation in the the Final Four
of College Chess, which features the best chess teams across the country, during the Chess Team Send-Off last
Tuesday in the Student Union’s La Sala on the Brownsville campus.

are,” Macieja said. “Probably
one team is considered to be
stronger. So, mathematically,
we probably have 25% of
chances [to win]. I believe
in our team and I believe we
can achieve what we [have]
achieved already three times.”

Competing this year will
be Grandmasters Kamil
Dragun and Viktor Gazik, and
International Masters Juraj

Druska, Irakli Beradze, Gleb
Dudin and Dante Beukes.

After having an off year in
2021 after not qualifying for
the competition, also known
as the President’s Cup, the
team placed third in the Pan-
American Intercollegiate Team
Championship on Jan. 5 in
Seattle.

UTRGV qualified to compete
for the President’s Cup after

Team A placed third and Team
B placed fourth in the Pan-
American Intercollegiate Team
Championships. Both Team A
and B cannot compete against
each other, which opened the
spot for the fifth-place team,
St. Louis University, to take the
fourth and final spot, according
to a UTRGV news release.

Beradze, a
postbaccalaureate computer
science student, said support
from UTRGV professors,
officials and authorities, has
made competing for the chess
team and managing school
work less challenging.

“Last year was quite tough
because of the pandemic,”
Beradze said. “[The]
UTRGV Chess Team was not
represented as its full team
because some of our team
members had COVID. ... We
couldn’t qualify for the last
Pan-American Championship
because of that. This year,
our team is full. We have the
strongest team now. All of our
strongest team members are
representing the university.”

Stephen Hirst, associate
vice president for Strategic
Enrollment and  Student
Affairs, said the university has
supported the chess team by
increasing its budget by 44%
in the last several years, using
that money for scholarships
and the formation of a
women’s chess team.

“We should remember that
this is yet another opportunity

to show the world that our
university, and the Rio
Grande Valley, is home to
champions,” Hirst said. “
What we have here is not just
a team, but a dynasty.”

Dragun, a business
administration graduate
student and team leader, said
the team has prepared to the
best of its abilities but other
competitors are strong and
winning will not be easy.

“The whole [UTRGV] team
is new,” Dragun said. “On
the paper, other teams are
stronger than we are, but the
same case was exactly in the
past. It might be taken as a
good sign for us.”

Although several members
say the team is not favored to
win, the chess coach said he
and the UTRGV community
would like to see the team
win its fourth national
championship, and receive
the national title to show how
good the university is.

“We are preparing,”
Macieja said. “We are very
motivated, very focused on
the event. I can see the desire
to win. ... Preparation, focus,
motivation, these are the
factors that may play a key
role. And my goal [is] not only
to prepare them on the chess
board, but also outside of the
chess board.”

The team was scheduled
to compete on Saturday and
Sunday. Results were not
available at press time.

CONFERENCE
Continued from Page 3

After getting an old telescope from
a garage sale one day, Morales would
use it to stare out into space, which
he says was where he “fell in love with
astronomy.”

In the summer of 2022, he took a 10-
day trip to the McDonald Observatory
in Fort Davis along with eight other
students and Physics and Astronomy
Assistant Professor Juan P. Madrid,
with whom he would develop a strong
bond while they lived a “dorm life” of
sorts during their stay. The trip also
solidified for Morales his idea of “what
it means to be an astronomer.”

Although Madrid informed him
about the APS conference, Morales
had already been gathering research
and observations of variable stars and
exoplanets at the Dr. Cristina V. Torres
Memorial Astronomical Observatory
at Resaca de la Palma State Park in
Brownsville.

Morales said being at the conference

was fun and that it was “surreal” to
think about how his passion could take
him so far.

“It was really fun,” he said. “You get
to meet a lot of people. ... The most fun
part was the presenting.”

In order to prepare for the
conference, Morales stayed up late
into the night “dry running” his
presentation and having a friend ask
him hard-hitting questions.

“[T was] probably overprepared, if
I'm being honest,” he said.

Using this experience as a stepping-
stone, Morales hopes that this will
help him in his pursuit of bringing
happiness to other people.

“Naturally, I'm very shy,” he said.
“So, I think going to these conferences
does help me open up, and know how
to speak to people.”

In the future, Morales would like to
be a professor and provide a positive
influence not only to the physics
community as a whole, but also to
individual students, as Madrid is to him.

The morning before he was due to

present, Morales misplaced his poster
and was scrambling around Las Vegas
trying to find somewhere he could get
it printed out again. Having no one else
to turn to, Morales called Madrid to tell
him the situation.

“I got this phone call from Vegas, and
Rudy was all anxious, and I thought he
was calling me from the Vegas City Jail
or something!” Madrid said about the
situation.

He was able to help Morales locate a
FedEx, which they both look back and
laugh about now.

Though he 1is graduating this
semester, Morales already has big
plans in place for the next step of his
academic journey.

He has gone into a doctoral program
at Baylor University, where he will
be able to continue his passion as
a research assistant to Barbara
Castanheira, a senior physics lecturer
at Baylor University.

Castanheira told The Rider in
a March 25 Zoom interview what
Morales will be doing in the future and

about her experience meeting him.

“He came for a graduate student
recruiting interview,” she said.
They visit the campus. ... There is a
time allocated where they can choose
to meet up with a few faculty, and I was
one of his choice[s].”

Because of Morales’ grades and
previous experience conducting
research at the McDonald Observatory,
Castanheira was interested in his abilities
to “observe, reduce data, analyze data.”

She received a National Science
Foundation grant to study white dwarfs
and Morales will be her research
assistant.

Castanheira said she not only
thought he was a good fit, but with his
previous experience and being a good
student overall, she decided to offer
Morales the research assistant position
instead of being a teacher’s assistant
and lab teacher for a year before
becoming a RA.

“He’s really a good fit for what I want
him to do,” she said. “... He has the
potential. T think he has what it takes.”
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BROWNSVILLE
Continued from Page 5

has the authority to continue to grant
benefits to properties that have already
exceeded the limit outlined in the city
ordinance.

“I believe that we would be in
violation,” Trevifio replied. “I don’t think
there is any other language ... that allows
... the ability to go beyond five years.”

De Los Santos also pointed out
that property one, the Garza-Barreda
House, also exceeds the limit at six

years of participation. Vasquez replied
that the property has undergone a
state process allowing it to stay in the
program indefinitely so long as it stays
in compliance with the state plan.

If the property fails to comply, it will
drop down to a 50% abatement program,
meaning the owners would pay half
the property taxes normally owed. The
owners of the house are working to
reconcile with the state over alterations
made to the property without approval,
such as the demolition and replacement
of the original carport.
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