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Guy Bailey

DAYRA GONZALEZ
THE RIDER

UTRGV President Guy Bailey has been
named the 2025 Educational Champion
by Teach For America Rio Grande Valley,
recognizing his leadership and honoring
his efforts to advance educational access
in South Texas.

Bailey will receive the award during the
organization’s 35th annual Honor Roll
Gala on March 28, 2026, according to a
news release issued Oct. 15.

Now in its eighth year, the Honor Roll
Gala honors individuals and partners who
have helped transform education in the
region through innovation, collaboration
and a shared belief in the power of
education, according to the release.

Bailey said the recognition is
meaningful both  personally and
professionally but emphasized that it
represents the university as a whole
rather than an individual achievement.

“That recognition really reflects the
university,” he said. “This is less about
my personal championship than the
university’s championing for higher
education.”

Bailey said UTRGV’s success lies in
its mission to provide high-quality,
affordable education to Valley students.
He said about 91% of full-time Texas
resident students pay no tuition or
fees, demonstrating the institution’s
commitment to access.

According to Bailey, the university has
also expanded its educational and health-
related programs, including schools
of medicine, podiatric medicine and
optometry, allowing students to pursue
professional careers without leaving the
region. The university has also opened
new health facilities, such as a cancer
center and a diabetes management
center, to meet community needs.

He said the recognition reflects the
collective work of UTRGV’s faculty,
staff and students. Bailey added the
university’s bilingual and bicultural
mission connects to Teach For America’s
goals by giving students an advantage as
speakers of two of the most widely used
languages in the world.

Patrick Gonzales,
for University
Communications,

See CHAMPION, Page 2
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The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley has seen an increase in student registration compared to the same time last year, according to a university
report. A university official says UTRGV saw a strong turnout from students when registering for classes in the Spring 2026 semester.

VAQUEROS PLAN AHEAD FOR NEXT SEMESTER
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picking their classes for
the spring term.”

As of press time
Friday, more than
25,704 students have
registered for the upcoming semester.

The number shows slightly above
last spring’s 24,742 students but it

The chart illustrates the overall spring enrollment from 2024 to 2026. The
information was obtained from UTRGV'’s official website.

demonstrates consistent growth and
early action by students, according to
the insitutional reports and dashboard
available on the myUTRGYV website.

She described her registration
process as “atrocious.”
The university registrar noted
that system delay can occur when
a high number of students register
simultaneously.

STUDENTS

and at local pantries.
The Supplemental Nutrition

Rodriguez said demand for |
emergency food has surged in
recent weeks as families brace for

See PLAN, Page 2
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SNAP DELAYS STRAIN
RI0 GRANDE VALLEY

ETHAN MALDONADO
THE RIDER

SNAP benefits for thousands
of Rio Grande Valley residents
remain uncertain as the federal
government shutdown continues,
leading some UTRGYV students to
seek food assistance on campus

Assistance Program, funded by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
and administered through state
agencies, helps low-income
households pay for groceries.
With federal appropriations
halted during the shutdown, some
Valley residents and students said
they have already seen delays.
About 310,000 Hidalgo County
residents received benefits as
of August, according to Omar I.
Rodriguez, director of grants and
government relations for the Food
Bank of the Rio Grande Valley.

missed payments.

“In some cases, we have seen
nearly a 100% increase in the
amount of neighbors coming in,”
he said. “A lot of families ran out
of their SNAP benefits toward
the end of the month, and seeing
the news that they’re not going to |
get their benefits in November,
they’re coming in to make sure
they have food.”

JOSE RODRIGUEZ /THE RIDER

Families and students affected in their food assistance by the government
shutdown can contact the Food Bank of Rio Grande Valley at (956) 682-8101
See SNAP, Page 3 or the UTRGV Student Food Pantry at (956) 882-7126.
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Today

Monday Tabling

Christians at RGV will host a
tabling event from 9:45 to 11:45
a.m. on the University Library
lawn in Brownsville.

Writing for Your Soul

The Baptist Student
Ministry will host a writing
event from 11 a.m. to noon in
the Health Affairs Building
West gazebo in Edinburg.

YDSA Raspas and Rosas

TheRio GrandeValley Youth
Democratic Socialists of
America will host a fundraiser
selling raspas from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. on the Chapel lawn in
Edinburg campus.

K.L.S.S Meeting

The Korean International
Student Society will meet
from 3:15to 4:45 p.m. and at the
same time through Thursday in
the Student Academic Center
on the Edinburg campus.

RGV German Club Meeting

The RGV German Club will
meet from 3:30 to 4:45 p.m.
in Interdisciplinary Academic
Building Room 1.204 on the
Brownsville campus. Attendees
can discuss important topics
about the club.

Delta Zeta General Meeting

Delta Zeta will meet from 6 to
10 p.m. in the Bronc Room on
the Edinburg campus.

Ofrendas on the Lawn

The United Methodist
Student Movement will host
Ofrendas on the Lawn from
9 a.m.to1:30 p.m. on the Chapel
lawn on the Edinburg campus.

Free food will be provided.
Pre-Dental Society General Meeting
The Pre-Dental Society will
meet from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
in Interdisciplinary Academic
Building Room 1.208 on the
Brownsville campus. Free
food will be provided.

LMSA Loteria and Lemonade
Fundraiser

The Latino Medical Student
Association Plus will host
a fundraiser with loteria and
lemonade from 4 to 6 p.m. and
at the same time Tuesday in
Student Academic Center Room
1.102 on the Edinburg campus.
College Dems Candidate Bash

The RGV College Democrats
will host a candidate bash
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in
Interdisciplinary Engineering

and Academic Building
Room 1.208 on the Edinburg
campus.
Tuesday

Access for Sex-Ed Weekly Tabling
Access for Sex-Education
will host a tabling event from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 1 p.m. to
3 p.m. Thursday in the Student
Union on the Edinburg campus.
Run Club Meeting Practice

Club Running-Vaquero
Runners will meet from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. and at the same
time Thursday outside the
Life and Health Science
Building on the Brownsville
campus. Attendees can enjoy a
20-minute run.

Wednesday
ENACTUS
Enactus from

will meet

12:30 to 1:45 p.m. in Robert
C. Vackar College of Business
and Entrepreneurship Room
121 on the Edinburg campus.
Attendees can enjoy free food.
ALPFA General Meeting

The Association of Latino
Professionals For America
will meet from 12:30to1:30 p.m.
in Robert C. Vackar College of
Business and Entrepreneurship
Room 121 on the Edinburg

campus.
SOICC Fall Fundraiser

The  Special Olympics
Inclusion College Club

will host a fall fundraiser
from noon to 2:30 p.m. on
the Mathematics and General
Classrooms Building front lawn
on the Edinburg campus.
RGVCIC General Meeting

The RGV Community
Impact Club will meet from
5 to 6 p.m. in Mathematics
and General Classrooms Room
1.422 on the Edinburg campus.
BAA Meeting

The Brownsville Accounting
Association will meet from 5
to 6 p.m. in Music, Science and
Learning Center Room 1.111 on
the Brownsville campus.

Bible Study

The Christians at RGV will
host a Bible study from noon to
1:45 p.m. in Music, Science and
Learning Center Room 1.217 on
the Brownsville campus. Free
food will be provided.

Thursday

Holy Mass

The Catholic Student
Association will host a Holy

Mass from 12:30 to 2 p.m. in
the Chapel on the Edinburg
campus.

Psychology Club General Meeting
The Psychology Club will
meet from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. in
Student Academic Center Room
1.112 on the Edinburg campus.
Free food will be provided.
YDSA General Meeting

The Rio Grande Valley
Youth Democratic
Socialists of America will
meet from 6 to 8 p.m. in Liberal
Arts Building South Room 254
on the Edinburg campus.

ACJA General Meeting

The American Criminal
Justice Association (Iota
Kappa Chi) will meet from 3 to
5 p.m. in Music, Science and
Learning Center Room 1.105 on
the Brownsville campus.

Social Study Nights

The Filipino Student
Association will host a Study
Night from 7:45 to 8:45 p.m. in
Science Building Room 2.102
on the Edinburg campus.

Friday

Sea Turtle Inc. Day Trip
University Recreation will
have an educational day trip to
Sea Turtle Inc. from 9:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m. at South Padre Island.
Students can register through
ActiveNet to attend. Pickup is
available for both campuses and
departs the Edinburg campus at
10 a.m.

--Compiled by Mariah Escobar
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POLICE REPORTS

The following are among
the incidents reported to
University Police between Oct.
27 and Nov. 2.

Oct. 27

2:32p.m.: Anofficerresponded
to a report of a suspicious man
selling items from an ice chest
outside the University Library
on the Edinburg campus. The
officer checked the area but
could not locate him.

Oct. 28

12:13 p.m.: A student reported
his bicycle stolen from the Unity
Hall bike rack on the Edinburg

campus. The case is under
investigation.

11:33 p.m.: An officer
responded to The Village

Apartments on the Edinburg
campus after a student reported
donuts left at her dorm door
were taken by another student

she knew. The student agreed
to pay for the donuts, and the
incident was resolved on scene.
Oct. 29

2:43 a.m.: While on patrol, an
officer observed a transformer
emitting sparks in Lot B-3 on
the Brownsville campus. The
Brownsville Public Utilities
Board and Fire Department
were notified and addressed the
issue.

12:56 p.m.: Officers responded
to a call about a suspicious man
near the University Library on
the Edinburg campus. They
found a non-affiliated man
near the Bronc Trail who said
he was practicing martial arts
and meant no harm. He was
escorted off campus.

Oct. 30

8:00 a.m.: An officer
responded to an incident in

the University Library on the
Brownsville campus after a
student made concerning
comments to an employee. The
student apologized and clarified
the comment was not true. No
crime occurred.

10:54 a.m.: A non-affiliated
man reported purchasing a
Microsoft Surface Pro at a
garage sale. When powered
on, it displayed as UTRGV
property. A check showed it was
reported stolen in 2021. The
case is under investigation.
Oct. 31

1:41 p.m.: An employee
reported striking a column
with a university vehicle at
the Academic Support Facility
loading dock on the Edinburg
campus, causing minor damage.
No injuries were reported.
Nov. 1

12:37 p.m.: An officer
responded to a man pacing
back and forth in Lot B-1 on
the Brownsville campus. It was
determined he was waiting for a
friend attending class.

Nov. 2

3:37 p.m.: Officers observed a
fallen door at a Chartwells kiosk
in the Engineering Building on
the Edinburg campus, exposing
a point-of-sale system and
food. A supervisor confirmed
the door was already damaged
and verified no forced entry or
missing items.

5:51 p.m.: Officers responded
to an active fire alarm in the
Engineering Building on the
Edinburg campus. The panel
showed a  malfunctioning
water pump. The building was
inspected and cleared.
--Compiled by Dayra Gonzalez
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Continued from Page 1
“Sometimes students will
report that there’s systems
delays or slowness in the
performance  of  ASSIST,”
Almeda said.

She encouraged students

to plan ahead by checking

the academic calendar and
preparing for registration.

“It is really important that
students look at the academic
calendar .. we are very
transparent on [the calendar]
about the days that registration
opens,” the registrar said.

Other students such as Sofia

Luna, a psychology senior,

said learning what works best
for you is crucial for ensuring
getting the classes you need.

“As the semester passed by
... I learned what works best
for me ... learning ... from your
mistakes,” Luna said.

She added that being on
the Dean’s List was a great
advantage to registering for

classes.

To help students succeed, the
Office of the University Registrar
encourages students to use
campus facilities including the
Learning Center and Academic
Advising to guide themselves on
navigating Degree Works.

CHAMPION
Continued from Page 1

a significant way to close
UTRGV’s 10th anniversary.

“It’s quite an honor for the
university to have Dr. Bailey
be recognized as a pivotal
leader whose vision has helped
redefine  higher education
for the Rio Grande Valley,”
Gonzales said.

He added the recognition
aligns with UTRGV’s decade of

growth and national visibility,
graduating more than 60,000
students since its founding in
2015andreachinganenrollment
of about 35,000. The university
has also surpassed $300 million
in fundraising, $100 million
in research expenditures and
recently launched its Division I
football team.

Gonzales said the
acknowledgment from Teach
For America will elevate the
university’s image beyond the

region.

“Everybody’s talking about
UTRGV now,” he said. “This
award ... will just help us in
elevating ... and strengthening
our brand even more than it is
now.”

Bailey said he will accept the
Educational Champion Award
on behalf of the entire UTRGV
community.

“T'll be accepting this award
for our students, faculty and
staff, and for the institution as

a whole,” he said. “This isn’t a
personal but an institutional

recognition.”

According to Teach For
America, the Rio Grande
Valley region, founded in

1991, partners with schools
and universities to expand
educational access for students
in underserved communities.
The March 2026 gala will also
celebrate the organization’s
35th anniversary in the region.

VISIT US AT UTRGVRIDER.COM
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New physical therpay doctorate program launches

EMMA CASTILLO
THE RIDER

UTRGV’s  long-anticipated
Doctorate of Physical Therapy
program is officially underway
in Harlingen, marking a
milestone in expanding access
to health care education in the
Rio Grande Valley, according to

its department chair.

The program welcomed its
first cohort of 20 students in
June and has already doubled
its class size to 40 for the next
cycle. Mark Lester, department
chair and program director, said
the program’s launch fulfills
a decades-long goal to bring
physical-therapy education to
the region.

“When our dean first started
here 20 years ago, there was
already talk about developing
a PT program,” Lester said.
“For one reason or another,
it kept getting pushed to the
side. [When UTRGV was
established], it became really
noticeable that it was a priority
to put a PT program in place.”

After gaining approval from
the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board in 2020,
the program officially began its
journey toward accreditation
in 2023 when Lester was hired
as program director. UTRGV’s
DPT program is currently in
its candidacy phase, with full
accreditation expected by 2028,
around the same time its first
class is set to graduate.

“That’s the biggest hurdle,”
said Jason Denton, clinical
assistant professor. “Once this
cohort finishes and takes their
board exams, [that will] be the
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Shown are students during orientation for the new physical therapy doctorate program June 4 in the UTRGV Health

Affairs Building in Harlingen.

final approval for accreditation.”

According to the department
chair, the program’s mission is
to be “regionally focused but
nationally competitive.” That
means preparing students to
pass the national licensure exam
while also equipping them to
meet the Valley’s unique health
care needs.

Lester said one of the
program’s defining features is
its emphasis on community-
centered care, including
coursework on chronic-disease
prevention and management
for conditions such as diabetes,

stroke and heart diseases

prevalent in South Texas.

One important aspect to their
teaching method is a focus on
the artistry of delivering care.
According to Denton, students
participate in  community
partnerships in order to gain

more real-world experience
and how to best engage with the
community.

Another standout component
is medical Spanish instruction,
which helps future physical
therapists better serve the
Valley’'s  largely  Spanish-

speaking population.

“For our students who
graduate and become
practitioners here in the Valley,
a high volume of the patients
that come through their door
are going to be primary Spanish
speakers,” Lester said. “We
want to make sure they’re
prepared to treat them with the
highest level of care.”

The DPT program is
housed in a newly acquired
57,000-square-foot facility,
located at 2222 S. 77 Sunshine
Strip in Harlingen, which the
university purchased earlier this

year. The renovated space will
include two large teaching labs,
both wet and dry anatomy labs,
and a state-of-the-art physical
therapy and  occupational
therapy clinic where students
will gain real-world experience
treating patients under faculty
supervision.

The facility will also feature
advanced technology such as
Anatomage tables, which are
digital, life-sized cadavers
that allow students to explore
human anatomy in detail.

“Our students will be able
to see real cadavers in our
wet lab and also study digital
ones through these interactive
tables,” Lester said. “It’s a
remarkable learning tool.”

He said the program has
already received an enthusiastic
response from applicants.
Despite being new, UTRGV’s
DPT program has seen strong
interest, with more than 100
students interviewing for 40
available seats this year.

“The next closest program is
in San Antonio, and that’s a big
shift for students,” Lester said.
“In this day and age where the
cost of education keeps going
up, it can be really challenging
for [students]. For us to be able
to offer a quality program close
to home and have the ability to
provide a resource for students
in the area where they don’t
have to accumulate additional
debt, that’s part of the win.”

Looking toward the future,
he said he hopes to expand the
program to include residencies,
fellowships and continuing
education opportunities for
Valley clinicans.

UTB/TSC WATER TOWER FACES
DEMOLITION AFTER DECADES

MARIAJOSE GARZA
THE RIDER

The University of Texas at
Brownsville/Texas Southmost
College water tower is currently
being demolished after standing
since the 1960’s because it has
reached the end of its “useful
life,” according to a Brownsville
Public Utilities Board official.

“If we wanted to keep it, we
[would] need to be doing main-
tenance every year; it [would]
be very costly,” said Alexa
Jaqueline Perez, division man-
ager for Communications and
Marketing at BPUB.

Melanie Rojas, a nutritional
sciences junior at UTRGV, said
she was unaware of the reason
behind the tower’s demolition
but, as a Brownsville resident,
knows it has been there for a
long time.

Perez said the tower was re-
placed by the newer-elevated
tank built on Southmost Bou-
levard in 2023, which has a
capacity of two million gallons,
twice UTB/TSC tower’s one
million.

The demolition began on Oct.
2 and was originally scheduled
to last 45 days; however, ac-
cording to Perez, it is now esti-
mated to conclude by mid-De-
cember.

The closure of Ridgley Road
is a safety procedure that BPUB
has in place.

“The main priority of BPUB is
always safety,” Perez said. “Be-
fore doing this demolition, we
had a lot of meetings to ensure
that we are meeting the safety
standards.”

The division manager added
she understands the commu-
nity sentiment regarding the
to-be-demolished tower.

“It is something that people
have [seen] every time they
cross the bridge from Matam-
oros to Brownsville,” she said.

The demolition of the tower
ensures that residents have ac-
cess to safe and reliable water,
according to the division man-
ager.

Brian Aranda, a senior grad-
uate engineer at BPUB, said
the purpose of a water tow-
er, also known as an elevated
storage tank, is to make sure
water pressure is steady within
the distribution system and is
used during emergencies and
high-demand seasons.

The land where the tower
stands belongs to BPUB. The
utilities company plans to keep
it as an area to store materials
needed for other future projects
in the downtown Brownsville
area, according to Perez.

MARIAJOSE GARZA/THE RIDER

Shown is the closure of Ridgley Road Tuesday while the UTB/TSC water tower
is under demolition. The road is closed to ensure the safety of residents and
is scheduled to reopen mid-December, according to Alexa Perez, division
manager for Communications and Marketing at BPUB.

SNAP
Continued from Page 1

SNAP benefits for thousands
of Rio Grande Valley residents
remain uncertain as the
federal government shutdown
continues, leading some
UTRGV students to seek food
assistance on campus and at
local pantries.

The Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, funded
by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and administered
through state agencies, helps
low-income households pay
for groceries. With federal
appropriations halted during
the shutdown, some Valley
residents and students said they
have already seen delays.

About 310,000 Hidalgo
County residents received

benefits as of August, according
to Omar I. Rodriguez, director
of grants and government
relations for the Food Bank of
the Rio Grande Valley.

Rodriguez said demand for
emergency food has surged in
recent weeks as families brace
for missed payments.

“In some cases, we have seen
nearly a 100% increase in the
amount of neighbors coming
in,” he said. “A lot of families
ran out of their SNAP benefits
toward the end of the month,
and seeing the news that they’re
not going to get their benefits in
November, they’re coming in to
make sure they have food.”

Rodriguez said the food
bank is preparing to purchase
emergency food supplies for
distribution because federal
food supplies are limited during
the shutdown.

“Right now, itisan emergency,”
he said. “The longer the
shutdown continues, the more
impacts we’re going to see.”

For some UTRGV students,
the delays are already affecting

their ability to buy food.
Ashley Pena, a mass
communication senior, said

she and her partner applied
for SNAP in October after
her partner was laid off. They
received benefits once before
the shutdown began but have
not seen funds since.

“We got SNAP for September,
but our October benefits never
came because the government
shut down,” Pena said. “We ran
out of food, and now I'm going
to the university pantry. Fresh
meat is kind of becoming, like, I
don’t have money for that.”

She said she visits the UTRGV
Student Food Pantry weekly

to help stretch her meals. The
pantry provides canned goods,
noodles and occasional fresh or
frozen items, but Pena said the
support only lasts a few days.

“It’s not seven days worth of
food,” she said. “It’ll last me at
least half a week, and I am so
grateful, but it’s not the same as
having SNAP benefits.”

Pena added the stress of
not knowing whether she will
receive assistance next month
makes it harder to focus on
school.

“It's another layer of
uncertainty on top of school
stress,” she said. “It’s like a
cherry on top of my stress cake.”

Mark Kaswan, associate
professor of political science at
UTRGYV, said federal nutrition
programs are vulnerable during
shutdowns because they rely on

congressional funding.

“When appropriations expire,
anybody dependent on federal
aid [and] welfare programs like
SNAP may see those programs
cut,” Kaswan said. “People
may have to go into debt in the
meantime.”

Rodriguez said families,
students and federal workers in
the Valley facing food insecurity
can contact the Food Bank
RGV or visit a local pantry. He
encouraged students to use the
university pantry as well.

For more information, visit
the Food Bank of the Rio
Grande Valley website.

--Sofia  Cantii  Sauceda,
Mariah Escobar and Hugo
Sepulveda contributed to the
story
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| might be "Malcolm in the Middle’

PETE MENDOZA
COPY EDITOR

If ’'m being straight up, I have no

idea what to write. I don’t really express
myself in this sense. If a certain topic
comes up, then ya, I could add to it, but
I don’t think there is much to talk about.

I mean, I'm just your average guy. I
like sports, video games, music, anime
and occasionally working out.

Even in school, I never had outstanding
grades, just enough to get by, and I never
really put my everything into it.

I'd rather do other things that actually
make me happy, instead of adding any
stress to myself.

My social life is simple. I hang out with
just about the same people all the time,
and I don’t really expand from there.

I don’t go out all the time and, most
days, I’d rather just chill at home.

To be honest, now that I think of it,
I've never been the best at anything. I've
just been someone that is in the middle. I

guess that says a lot since I'm the middle
child.

I've learned how to do plenty of things,
from construction, mechanics, sales,
reporting, medicine, etc. And this doesn’t
include the many other things I've done

‘I'd rather do things
that actually put me

very happy.

for my own entertainment.

But like I said, I'm only ever able to do
things to be average—nothing spectacular
or great.

Sure, there are some instances or
moments where I do something that
surprises people, but it is never constant.

I don’t know, maybe, I just don’t have
enough discipline to stick with one thing.

I actually saw a friend of mine while
at work one day, and I told him what I
was doing in my life and he just told me,
“Jack-of-all-trades, huh.”

It’s just weird. I know that I know how
to do a variety of things, but it would be
nice to find something that I could say I
was the best at, or at least one of the best
at.

Honestly, if I ever do find it, I'm more
than positive I still wouldn’t even know
because I'm just that clueless. Even if
someone would tell me, I probably would
not believe them.

Well, for the moment, I guess I'll just
keep doing what I'm doing and go with
the flow. Or is it this mentality that has
kept me in the middle?

CROSSWORD

NO SHAVE
NOVEMBER

ACROSS

2. Marvel’s “Thor;” beard
worthy of a god.

6. He’s the Wolverine.

7. The “Pirates of the
Caribbean” captain with
a braided beard.

9. Actor known for being
Iron Man.

..

DOWN

1. Male actor known for
his tattoos and role in the
Aquaman movies.

3. Basketball player for
the Los Angeles Clippers
and one of the greatest
shooting guards.

4. Star of “The Revenant”
and “Inception,” once
sported a full goatee.

5. Irish MMA fighter
with a red hair beard.

8. Known for his 22
seasons in the NBA but
also for his full beard on
and off the court.
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What are your thoughts
on the government
shutdown?

--Compiled and photos by Venisha Colén,
Karla Hernandez and Jose Rodriguez
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Malerie Segura
social work senior

“I used to work with the government. Howev-

er, I quit right before the shutdown, so I wasn'’t

personally affected by it. ... Not everyone’s

aware. My family is aware, but my friends ...

are not in that, like, that side of political and ...

knowing what’s going on. So, not many people
are informed, but my family is.”

Chrystene Zambrano
biomedical science sophomore

“This morning, I was hearing on the radio how,
like, people that receive ... food stamps will no
longer be receiving those benefits. So ... I think
it’s, like, really important, like, the fact that
people aren’t able to get food anymore unless
they can go to a food shelter. I think that’s, like,
really sad. ... I know the UTRGYV has like a food
bank that students [can go].”
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PARO GUBERNAMENTAL ATRASA BENEFICIOS DE DESPENSA

ETHAN MALDONADO
THE RIDER

Los beneficios de despensa
del Programa de Asistencia
Nutricional Suplementaria
(SNAP, por sus siglas en inglés)
de miles de residentes del Valle
del Rio Grande siguen inciertos
mientras continta el paro del
gobierno federal, llevando a
algunos estudiantes de UTRGV
a buscar asistencia alimenticia
en campus y en despensas
locales.

SNAP, financiado por el
Departamento de Agricultura
y administrado por agencias de
cada estado, ayuda a los hogares
de bajos ingresos a pagar por

despensas.
Con las apropiaciones
federales detenidas durante

el paro del gobierno, algunos
residentes y estudiantes del
Valle dicen que ya estan viendo
retrasos.

Cerca de 310,000 residentes
del condado de Hidalgo
recibieron beneficios en agosto,
de acuerdo a Omar I. Rodriguez,
director de subvenciones y
relaciones gubernamentales
para el Banco de Alimentos
RGV.

Rodriguez dijo que la
demanda de comida para
emergencias ha aumentado en
semanas recientes mientras
las familias se preparan para
posibles pagos incompletos.

“En algunos casos, hemos
visto casi el 100% de aumento
en el ndmero de vecinos
llegando”, dijo. “Muchas
familias se quedaron sin
beneficios de SNAP al final del
mes y, viendo las noticias de que
no van a recibir sus beneficios
para noviembre, estan viniendo

El UTRGV Student Food Pantry se instala durante la Feria de Voluntariado Estudiantil el jueves frente al Student Union

en el campus de Edinburg.

para asegurarse de que tengan
comida”.

Rodriguez dijo que el banco
de alimentos se esta preparando
para comprar suministros
de alimentos de emergencia
para distribuir porque los
suministros de comida federales
son limitados durante el paro.

“En este momento, es una
emergencia”, dijo. “Cuanto
maés se prolongue el cierre, més
impactos vamos a ver”.

Para algunos estudiantes de
UTRGYV, los retrasos ya estan
afectando sus habilidades para
comprar comida.

Ashley Pena, una estudiante
de dltimo afio de comunicacion,
dijo que ella y su pareja
aplicaron para los beneficios

‘Cuanto mas
se prolongue
el cierre,
mas 1mpactos
vamos a ver’.

--Omar I. Rodriguez,
director de subvenciones y
relaciones gubernamentales para
el Banco de Alimentos RGV.

de SNAP en octubre después
de que su pareja fue despedida.
Ellos recibieron beneficios
una vez antes de que el paro
comenzara pero no han visto

fondos desde entonces.

“Recibimos  SNAP
septiembre, pero nuestros
fondos de octubre nunca
llegaron por el paro del
gobierno”, Pena dijo. “Nos
quedamos sin comida y, ahora,
estoy yendo a la despensa de la
universidad. La carne fresca se
esta convirtiendo en algo que,
bueno, no tengo dinero para
eso”.

Dijo que visita el UTRGV
Student Food Pantry
semanalmente para ayudar
a que su comida rinda més.

para

La  despensa  proporciona
enlatados, fideos, arroz 'y,
ocasionalmente, productos

frescos o congelados, pero Pena
dijo que el apoyo solo dura unos

pocos dias.

“No es comida para siete
dias”, dijo. “Me durar4 al menos
media semana, y estoy muy
agradecida, pero no es lo mismo
que tener beneficios de SNAP”.

Pena afiadi6 que el estrés de
no saber si recibira asistencia el
proximo mes hace maés dificil el
enfocarse en la escuela.

“Esotracapadeincertidumbre
arriba del estrés de la escuela”,
dijo. “Es como la cereza sobre mi
pastel de estrés”.

Mark Kaswan, profesor
asociado de ciencias politicas en
UTRGYV, dijo que los programas
federales de nutricién estan
vulnerables durante los paros
porque dependen de fondos
congresionales.

“Cuando las asignaciones
acaban, cualquier dependiente
de ayuda financiera [y]
programas de asistencia social
como SNAP son posible que
se recorten”, Kawsan dijo.
“Las personas tal vez tengan
que quedarse en deuda por el
momento”.

Rodriguez dijo que familias,
estudiantes y trabajadores
federales en el Valle
enfrentandose a la inseguridad
alimentaria pueden contactar
al Banco de Alimentos RGV o
visitar despensas locales. EI
también alienta a los estudiantes
a que usen la despensa de la
universidad.

Para  mas informacion,
visite el sitio web del Banco de
Alimentos RGV.

-- Sofia Cantii Sauceda,
Mariah  Escobar y Hugo
Sepulveda contribuyeron a la
historia.

-- Traducido por Sofia Cantil
Sauceda
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SOFIA CANTU SAUCEDA
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Durante 16 afios, Mary Soto
construy6 su carrera en el
trabajo corporativo, llegando
al puesto de gerente en Lone
Star National Bank. Pero
cuando llegd la pandemia,
decidi6 seguir algo nuevo: ella
misma.

Al entrar en la Escuela de
Artes Culinarias  Auguste
Escoffier en linea, Soto dijo
que comenzd el viaje que la
transformo de banquera a chef
y propietaria de Jolie Petite.

“Queria hacer algo que
hiciera un impacto en mi
comunidad y hacer algo que
disfrutara mucho, que siempre
ha sido cocinar”, dijo.

Soto compartié que trabajar
en un corporativo al mismo
tiempo que estudiar fue
desafiante pero asombroso.

“Pude demostrarme a mi
misma que logré algo, aun
estando muy ocupada”, dijo.
“Me pregunté, écuando es el
momento adecuado? Y, no hay
un momento adecuado cuando
quieres abrir algo, ¢verdad?”

Junto con su esposo, Soto
decidi6 abrir Jolie Petite,

TO:UNT

ubicado en 1105 E. Adams St.
en Brownsville.

“Sabia que queria tener mi
propio negocio porque vengo
de una linea de empresarios”,
dijo.

Soto anadi6 que muchas
veces ser mujer en el
mundo culinario puede ser
intimidante.

“Muchas veces dudas de ti
misma”, dijo. “Pero siempre
vuelvo a lo que es mi objetivo:
aprender algo nuevo y mejorar
cada dia”

Le llevo dos afios realizar la
investigaciéon y el desarrollo
del restaurante. En 2019, el
matrimonio viajé a Francia
por su luna de miel y “nos
enamoramos de la comida”.

“Era muy diferente, pero
todo estaba hecho con
cuidado y amor”, dijo. “Creo
que también veo un parecido
con la comida mexicana [...]
queria traer algo diferente a
Brownsville”.

Soto dijo que Jolie Petite
comenz6 con brunch vy
almuerzo, ahora se extendi6
también a la cena los fines de
semana.

Al principio, dijo que estaba
considerando si hacer su

QUE FRA

ment basado en una fusién
francesa-mexicana,  porque
“me encanta la comida
mexicana, y eso es lo que soy
y mi herencia”.

Después, Soto decidi6 en
solo hacer un ment francés
porque no sabia cémo los
clientes recibirian la fusion.

“Pensé, si aceptan la comida
francés, tal vez, después
de tiempo, acepten el giro
francés-mexicano o francés-
americano”, dijo.

Al describir el restaurante,
Soto dijo que es un lugar
elegante pero sin codigo
de vestimenta y todos son
bienvenidos.

“Creo que hemos hecho que
nuestra comunidad se sienta
asi y por eso les gusta Jolie
Petite”, dijo.

Soto agregd que lo que
destaca a el restaurante de
otros en el 4rea es “el amor
que le ponemos a los detalles
y nuestro nivel de servicio al
cliente”.

Ser del Valle del Rio Grande
ha influenciado su cocina.

“Influencia mucho
nuestra cocina, tenemos que
definitivamente acomodarnos

CES EN EL VALLE

al paladar que tenemos, que
es principalmente mexicano”,
dijo.

Afadi6 que muchas veces
tener un restaurante no es
todo bonito.

“Algunos dias tienes 100
mesas y otros dias tienes
dos”, dijo. “Pensé que seria
facil pero me sorprendi a mi
misma”.

Soto dijo que nunca es tarde
para empezar lo que tu quieres
hacer.

“Sigue tus suefios, haz lo
que quieras hacer, haz lo
que siempre quisiste probar
aunque tal vez al final no te
guste pero ya probaste”, dijo.
“No trabajaras ningan dia de
tu vida si amas lo que estés
haciendo”.

ry Soto, ueiia y chef del café
ncés Jolie Petite, ubicado en 1105 E.
ille.

s Tienes una historia que contar?
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BRINGING THE OUTD

EDUARDO ESCAMILLA
A&E EDITOR

Stepping into La Plaza Mall’s
nursing room is no longer just a break
from shopping, it is a transportive
experience to the heart of the Rio
Grande Valley landscape, thanks to
artist and UTRGV alumni Ruben
Carlos Lozano.

The mural can be seen at La Plaza
Mall, located at Toronto Avenue, in
McAllen, and was commissioned
by Robert Luciano, mall manager,
and Willie Carriaga, director of
operations.

Lozano’s full-scale mural offers
visitors an “exotic and environmental”
view of Quinta Mazatlan, one of the
most iconic bird-watching views in
McAllen.

Quinta Mazatlan is a sanctuary
connecting people to the history,
beauty and wonder of the natural
world, according to its website.

The work specifically incorporates
the entrance of the Quinta Mazatlan,
along with local bird watching
elements and the distinctive Arizona
cactus, such as lophocereus schottii
and organ pipe cactus that the mall
wanted to highlight in the mural project.

According to the artist, the specific
cactus was requested by Luciano who
wanted to create cultural connections
with other highly populated Hispanic
regions, like Arizona, which would in
turn foster a culturally rich environment
for mall visitors.

To populate his vibrant blue sky and
green landscape, Lozano researched the
specific birds found at Quinta Mazatlan.

He also drew inspiration from his
daily life, referencing native birds he
frequently sees on the UTRGV campus.

“And the Hawks,” Lozano said. “Every
time I go around the urban, rural area
of the RGV ... I always see hawks gliding
around.”

The magnificent sight of hawks
with their “spread wings” also heavily
influenced his composition, ensuring the
mural captured the full environmental
horizon of the region, according to the
artist.

EDUARDO ESCAMILLA/ THE RIDER

Pictured is the frontal view of a mural of Quinta Mazatlan created by artist and UTRGV alumn Ruben Carlos
Lozano. The mural is in the nursing room at La Plaza Mall, located at Toronto Avenue in McAllen.

Lozano added this was his first full-
scale mural, an experience that he
admitted was “not easy.”

The process was vastly different from
his usual medium oil paint, particularly
the quick-drying nature of the latex
paint which he used for the mural was
somewhat of a learning curve, he said.

The three-month-long project
began with a tracing technique for
his underpainting, Lozano took a
photograph of the quinta entrance and
used it as a guide.

Pictured is the mural of Quinta Mazatlan created by artist and UTRGV

alumni Ruben Carlos Lozano.

room at La Plaza Mall.

Shown is artist and UTRGV alumni Ruben Carlos Lozano,
who created a mural of Quinta Mazatlan in the nursing

OORS IN

He, then, traced the outlines to
establish the scale and proportion of
the elements, a method Lozano sees
as guidance to achieve a balanced
composition.

Ultimately, he hopes the mural
provides more than just a pleasant
view of palm trees, birds, a bright
blue sky and the people of the RGV
community feel a deep connection to
the work.

“It’s sort of like taking the exterior
and bringing it into the interior so
people can experience it,” he said.
“Bringing it inside to make us feel
connected with the environment.”

The artist added the subtle motifs,
such as the planes flying in the
distance, directly represent the city of
McAllen.

So far, the reaction has been
overwhelmingly positive, Lozano
said.

Luciano and Carriaga have been
mind-blown and surprised, never
having expected the magnitude and
scale of the mural or the personal
impact it has had on them, according
to the artist.

Lozano’s piece is part of a larger,
two-artist initiative.

A news conference dedicating both his
mural and the artist’s Oneida Trevino
work in the mall is in the works, though
the date is currently to be determined.

“I really hope that this will please
the public, and that they will feel and
appreciate the amount of effort I gave,”
Lozano said.

Tolearn more about Lozano and his art,
visit his instagram page @ruben27arts.

i |

Pictured is a close up detail of a mural of Quinta Mazatlén created
by artist and UTRGV alumni Ruben Carlos Lozano, who said he was
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inspired by regional birds.

STAY SAFE THIS HOL

DRAYA RIOS/THE RIDER

UTRGV K-9 Eyka sits in front of a police car during the Holiday Safety Mini Fair Wednesday on the
north patio of the Student Union on the Edinburg campus. The event was hosted by UT Health RGV
Student Health, the Office for Advocacy and Violence Prevention, Mothers Against Drunk Driving,
Mission Police Department and the UTRGV Police Department.

DAY SEASON

|

Georgina Arellano, a hospitality and tourism management freshman, simulates drunk driving with
vision impairment goggles during the Holiday Safety Mini Fair Wednesday on the north patio of the
Student Union on the Edinburg campus. Students were able to try to do a couple laps around the
cones set up to show the effect of driving under the influence.
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UTRGV TAKES SEASON OPENER 64-46

Ingram, O’Keefe shines; Lord makes

ALI HALLOUM
THE RIDER

Opening a season with a
big win can certainly give a
momentum boost to a team, and
the Vaqueros women’s basketball
squad did just that on Nov. 3,
beating St. Mary’s University at
the Fieldhouse to open the year
1-0.

The Rattlers started off the
game hot, building a quick 8-2
lead. Ingram’s efforts brought
the Vaqueros right back into
it, with an assist and 2 buckets
weaving through traffic to tie the
game at 10.

UTRGYV, then, took a 13-12lead
on a 3 by freshman forward Rylie
Whitehair, which was erased by a
floater from Rattlers sophomore
forward Christin Callens. The
first quarter ended with a 14-13
St. Mary’s lead.

After trading buckets to
open the second quarter, the
Vaqueros, then, took the lead,
going on a 10-0 run, sparked by
a pair of post hooks by senior
forward Charlotte O’Keefe. The
first half ended with UTRGV in
front 30-23.

With both teams trading
buckets again, the Rattlers were
down 36-27 halfway through the

Vaqueros Charlotte O’Keefe (from left), senior forward, and Kayla Lorenz sophomore guard, block
St. Mary’s University Christin Callens, sophemore forward during the Nov.'3 game in the UTRGV|
Fieldhouse on the Edinburg campus. The Vaqueros won 64-46.

third. St. Mary’s began working
the paint and chipping away
with free throws, but UTRGV
responded to finish the quarter

DRAYA RIOS/THE RIDER PHOTOS
Junior guard Erin Maguire moves to block the ball from St. Mary’s University junior guard Andrea Montesinos during the
Nov. 3 game in the UTRGV Fieldhouse on the Edinburg campus. The Vaqueros won 64-46.

never let up as they only allowed another double-double
St. Mary’s to score 16 in the
fourth quarter as they cruised to
a 64-46 season-opening victory.

O’Keefe did O’Keefe things, rebounds, 5 assists).

Taking this lead, the Vaqueros beginning the season

with Head coach Lane

Vaqueros junior guard Erin Maguire.

DroC ram history

captured his 86th win at UTRGV
and, with that, he stands alone as
the winningest head coach in the
history of the Vaqueros’ women’s
basketball program.

Speaking with the media
following the win, Lord said he
was “very fortunate” to have
been at the helm for the last
eight seasons and “watch this
university grow,” though he
quickly shifted to talking about
the game’s result.

“As far as women’s basketball
goes, we've got some pretty lofty
goals this year,” he said. “Tonight
was a little sloppy, but we’ll get
better. I think everybody can see
the upgrade we had at the guard
position.”

The upgrade Lord refers to
is in the additions of juniors
Jalayah “Bunny” Ingram and
Erin Maguire. Ingram led the
team with 14 points and tied with
5 assists in her Vaqueros debut.

“T felt good coming out [on
the court],” Ingram said. “Our
momentum was really great,
[and Lord] is such a good coach.”

after UTRGV played again this

averaging that in the score Week, takingon Arlington Baptist
sheet as one of the nation’s University at 6:30 p.m. Friday in
top rebounders (12 points, 14 the Fieldhouse on the Edinburg

campus. As of press time Friday,

Lord scores were unavailable.

Freshman forward Rylie Whitehair jumps to catch the ball fran Rattlers senior forward Sian
Phipps during the Nev. 3 game in the UTRGV Fieldhouse on the Edinburg campus. Also shown is

PHOTO COURTESY UTRGV ATHLETICS
Management freshman Luke Bishop is a player for the
UTRGV Men’s Tennis Team. This is Bishop’s first season
with the program.

Management freshman Luke Bishop
is from Edmond, Oklahoma and plays
for the UTRGV Men’s Tennis Team.
Bishop dominated in his Compass 3
finals against Our Lady of the Lake’s
University sophomore Louis Bocquet
6-1, 6-3.

Q: What is a fun fact about
yourself?

A: “I'm a very big Oklahoma City
Thunder fan. It’s like my hometown
team growing up. I went to a lot of
games and still do when I get the
chance.”

Q: What got you into tennis?

A: “I started out doing, like, a tennis
camp when I was 7 or 8. And then, my
dad helped me get into it because he

ATHLETE OF THE WEE
LUKE BISHOP

played in high school and when he
was a kid, as well.”

Q: Who has been your biggest
inspiration or role model?

A: “I probably have to say my dad just
cause I see how hard [he] works every
day, [trying to] do the right thing,
following his footsteps.”

Q: Who is your favorite tennis
player?

A: “My favorite tennis player is Ga€l
Monfils.”

Q: What kind of music do you
like to listen to?

A: “I don’t know. It depends on the
day but, usually, I like to listen to a lot
of rap and R&B.”

Q: Are there any shows or
movies that you like to watch?

A: “Not really. I don’t really watch

any shows or movies.”

Q: Do you have any hobbies?

A: “Yeah. I like to golf and play video
games with my friends back home

when I get the chance.”

Q: What do you like most about
UTRGV?

A: “Everybody is super welcoming.
I've only been here for two months
and I've just liked it so far. Everybody
is super nice. Yeah, I feel like the
community is really, really warm.”

Q: What are your biggest goals?
A: “My biggest goal is to graduate
college and also to just keep
developing my tennis game and see
how far I can take me in the future.”
-- Complied by Jose Rodriguez
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BACHELOR OF ARTS
IN HUMAN DIMENSIONS OF ORGANIZATIONS
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A degree in the Human Dimensions of Organizations (HDO) teaches students to use

the disciplines of the liberal arts — the humanities and the social/behavioral sciences —

to understand workplace inteéractions and how organizations can best serve their

employees, customers, and clients.

This major is intended for students who envision themselves solving human-centered
problems in organizations including business, government, nonprofits, and the military.
Career paths from H2O include human resources, people management, nonprofit

leadership, project management, and government service, among others.

CONTACT US:

Liberal arts works for you
Leclare your néw major and
visit UTRGW. edu/HDD today!

HDO=UTRGV.EDU | ‘

@ (956) 6658003

THE FUTURE
OF TEXAS




